Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^: 











.i- 



l^DCUFFE COLLEGE LIBRA RY) 

T!!3 GrPT OF 



DOCTOR PALEFS FOOLISH PISEONS 



AND 



SHORT SERMONS 



TO 



WORKINGMEN 



KATE KENNEDY 

» \ 



SAN FRANCISCO: 

CUBBBT A Co., PBINTSB8 AND PUBLISHXBB, 587 MI88ION St. 

1906 






(}juxk«_ 



i 



kS5 



I 



f 



I 



Dedicated to the Memory of Kate Kennedy by 
her brother, P. J. Kennedy. 



PREFACE. 



The author of this book, Kate Kennedy, edu- 
cator, altruist and philanthropist, was a native 
of Ireland, bom in Deerpark, County Meath, at 
the base of Tara Hill, and contiguous to the his- 
toric Boyne, renowned in poetry and song for the 
beauty and variety of its scenery. From Trim to 
Drogheda by the sea its banks are fringed with 
monastic ruins, round towers, medieval castles 
and modem mansions. The obelisk at Oldbridge 
commemorates the Battle of the Boyne, where 
James and WUiam staked a crown and the 
Stuart dynasty went down, never to rise again. 
It was amidst this beautiful environment her 
early life was spent, and where an ardent love of 
Nature was developed which she cherished 
through life. 

At the early age of twelve years she was an 
inimitable story teller and so well versed in 
legendary folklore that she could hold an audi- 
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ment of Home Rule. The new party comprised 
the youth and intellect of the Nation; it repudi- 
ated the moral force doctrine of O'Connell and 
justified the use of the sword in righting the 
wrongs of the oppressed. 

All Eiurope at this period was in a state of revo- 
lution. Louis Philippe, King of France, was de- 
throned and fled to E3ngland, where he died in 
exile. Fired with enthusiasm the people of Ire- 
land began to arm for revolution; the party or- 
gans encouraged it; there were a few spasmodic 
conflicts with the military. Martial law was pro- 
claimed, newspapers were seized, the principal 
leaders, Meagher, Mitchell and O'Brien, were ar- 
rested, tried for treason and transported, while 
a great many others fled to B^rance and] America. 
Thus ingloriously ended the Young Ireland at- 
tempt at insurrection. 

Miss Kennedy was in hearty sympathy with the 
movement and was disheartened when it failed. 
Its failure cast a gloom of despair over the 
Island and she joined the great exodus to the 
New World, arriving in New York in the spring 
of 1849. Prior to the famine in 1845 the popula- 
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tion of Ireland was eight and a half millions. 
Little Belgium, one-third the size of Ireland, had at 
the same time about two and a half millions. To- 
day, in the year of our Lord 1905, Belgium under 
the beneficent Influence of home rule has nearly 
trebled in population and material wealth, while 
in the same time under British misrule the popu- 
lation of Ireland has decreased one-half. That is 
what home rule did for Belgium and what British 
misrule did for Ireland. Action speaks louder than 
words! Still, notwithstanding this dreadful indict- 
ment, mercile^a ESngland still persists in govern- 
ing the Irish people against their will by brute 
force. 

After a sojourn of a few years in New York, 
Miss Kennedy again turned westward and fol- 
lowed the Argonauts to California, arriving in San 
Francisco in January, 1856. Here she found her 
true vocation as teacher in the public schools. 
Two of her sisters, Alice and Lizzie, preceded her 
and were already pioneer teachers. The sisters 
were natural-bom teachers, possessing in an emi- 
nent degree that indispensable faculty in a teach- 
er of being able to impart with lucidity a knowl- 



X Preface. 

edge of what they knew to their pupils. Alice is 
now Mrs. James Lynch of San Luis Obispo county, 
and Lizzie, Mrs. W. F. Burke, is principal of the 
Columbia Grammar School of this city. 

Miss Kennedy rapidly rose to the front rank as 
an educator. She fought the battle of the women 
teachers until she succeeded in placing them on 
the same footing with men teachers in the matter 
of compensation. She was the first woman elected 
principal of a San Francisco grammar school 
with the salary of a man principal. The rule she 
established then prevails to-day. She held the 
principalship of North Cosmopolitan Grammar 
School to which she was first elected during life. 

"By their fruits you shall know them." Judged 
by this standard, the Kennedy girls are known 
and honored throughout the Union by their pupils. 
The profession of teacher is the noblest, grandest 
and greatest of all. For in the words of a great 
educator, professor Jordan, "The making of men 
.s greater than the building of empires." 

Elver in favor of every movement for improving 
the condition of the toiling masses. Miss Kennedy 
was one of the original founders of the Single 
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Tax Society, organized for the purpose of teaching 
the people their natural rights. A deep student 
of political economy — the science of living — and 
a forcible and logical speaker, she taught from 
the platform and through the press that all our 
charitable institutions were the concomitants of a 
vicious and immoral land system. That with the 
abolition of private property in land poverty with 
its train of attending evils would vanish from the 
earth. She dleprecated our present system of 
charity work as being degrading and demoraliz- 
ing; that it was transforming what should be free, 
independent, self-respecting citizens into mendi- 
cants and paupers. In a word, that instead of 
killing the snake it was only scotching it. She 
taught that the land of every country rightfully 
belongs to the people of that country. That the 
Omniscient, Omnipresent andi Omnipotent God 
created the earth for man's use and benefit, and 
not for a class. That His laws are immutable, 
inexorable and just. They confer equal rights on 
all — grant special privileges to none. That He 
is no re&pecter of persons — ^for the ESmperor, the 
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Czar, the Pope, are subject to His decrees t^3 
same as the humblest peasant. 

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power. 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er grave 

Await alike the inevitable hour; 

The paths of slory lead but to the grave. 

That when the great flat went forth that man 
had to earn his bread in the sweat of his face it 
involved the free use of the land; otherwise it 
would strip the beneficent Creator of His divine 
attributes — ^justice, mercy and love. That private 
property in land, as a sequence, is a violation of 
God's law, and is responsible for the poverty of 
the people. 

**Fiat justitia, ruat coelum" was Miss Kennedy's 
motto through life. No pent-up Utica contracted 
her ideas when or wherever the rights of humanity 
were in jeopardy. Fearless in defending the right 
against the wrong and the weak against the 
strong, she never weighed the consequences, or 
considered her personal welfare, in espousing a 
just cause. Her voice, her pen, her purse, were 
always responsive to the call of justice. She 
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stood in the vanguard of human progress and 
allied herself with every movement that made 
for improving the condition of the working class. 

When the woman suffrage question was ridi- 
culed by the press and pulpit she bore the burden 
and heat of the day on the same platform with 
Miss Anthony and other noble women, advocating 
the right of the ballot to women, on the simple 
ground of justice, that taxation without represen- 
tation is tyranny. 

In 1886 Miss Kennedy ran for State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, not with the hope 
of beins elected, but for the purpose of bringing 
more prominently before the people the question 
of woman suffrage. She paid her own printing 
and campaign expenses, and -received quite a com- 
plimentary vote, sufficient to defeat Mr. Moulder, 
the Democratic candidate. 

In 1878 she got a year's leave of absence, which 
she spent touring Europe and the British Isles. 
An accomplished linguist, she left the beaten 
paths of travel to mingle and converse with the 
peasantry in their homes. She visited many of 
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the great institutions of learning and gave an 
interesting account of her travels in her corre- 
spondence with the San Francisco Bulletin. 

While in Londbn she was the gue'st of the 
Misses Gumey and Ball, ladies interested in the 
higher education of women, and had the entre 
to all the great institutions of learning. On her 
visit to Oxford University she was entertained by 
Professor Morley. 

An ardent disciple of Henry George — the "San 
Francisco prophet" — the man who smashed to 
pieces all the false gods of the political econo- 
mists and made the dismal science readable as a 
romance. He solved the social question, that is 
perplexing the world, with the precision of a 
probl^n in Eluclid. He diagnosed the body politic, 
found the cancer that is eating out its vitals, and 
gave us a sovereign remedy in the Single Tax. 

Its doctrine is truth eternal and the gates of 
hell oannov prevail against it. 

The London Times, in a two-column article, said 
the doctrine laid down in ''Progress and Poverty" 
had to be refuted or adopted. It has never been 
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refuted. Every opponent who tried refutation, 
from the Duk^ of Argyle down, kissed the grass, 
never to rise again. 

The doctrine is simple, effective and easily put 
in operation. The change from our present 
system would disturb no one in his just property 
rights. Under it fixity of tenure and security for 
improvements would be as safe as at present. It 
would abolish all taxes on personal property, and 
teike in lieu the rental value of the land, or, in 
other words, the unearned increment, for govern- 
mental purposes of every kind. It would level our 
custom houses — artificial barriers against the law 
of God Almighty — ^to prevent the free infiow of 
wealth anu commercial freedom. It would render 
innocuous our atrocious land system, that has 
made Henry Miller the absolute owner of fourteen 
million five hundred and thirty-nine (thousand 
acres of landi on the Pacific CJoast — territory three 
times as large as the State of New Jersey, and 
twice as large as Belgium, with a population of 
seven millions. 

Under the Single Tax the Henry Millers would 
be impossible, but the State of California, instead 



ocvi Preface. 

of having a population of two millions, would have 
one of ten, and be the foremost State in the Union. 

Similar causes breed similar effects, here and 
everywhere. Strange fatuity that out here on the 
rim of the Western Hemisphere, and with the 
rise and fall of nations before us, we should adopt 
and practice the Old World tactics, that have 
proved so inadequate in dealing with the land 
question. 

To-day California, an infant in years, with its 
boundless resources and immense territory, in 
proportion to population can doubly discount any 
country in EJurope in the number of its eleemosy- 
nary institutions, the natural concomitant of 
private property in land. 

Miss Kennedy embraced every opportunity to 
impress on the working classes that the alpha and 
omega of all their troubles was land monopoly. 
That the men who own the land own the people, 
That the God of justice never intended that man 
should be his brother's keeper, or that he should 
have to beg his brother of the earth for leave to 
toil. 

Therefore, that private property in land is a 
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violation of the moral law, for it deprives man of 
his birthright, the free use of the land, and should 
be abolished. That the Single Tax, by destroying 
private property in land, would) throw open nat- 
ural opportunities and restore to man his lost 
heritage, the land. That under the Single Tai^ 
rule man would own himself and everything he 
produced, and no man would be suffered to enjoy 
without working, that which another man pro- 
duced without enjoying. 

Miss Kennediy's parable of Doctor Paley's fool- 
ish pigeons clearly &hows how the industrial 
slaves are robbed of their labor by private prop- 
erty in land. 

The friends of the Single Tax frequently ex- 
press astonishment at its slow growth; but when 
taken into consideration that the plutocratic and 
corporate interests, the press, the pulpit and even 
the poorest, who has a lurking desire in his breast 
that he, too, some day will be a landowner, able 
to dictate to his fellow-man, whether he shall live 
or die, are all opposed to it. But diespite these 
adverse farces the Single Tax is forging ahead. 

An error like private property in land, once in- 
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grained in the human mind, is hard to eradicate, 
but the signs of the times were never more pro- 
pitious for the adoption of the Single Tax than 
at present. The powers that be see the hand- 
writing on the wall, and know there is no justifica- 
tion, human or divine, for private property in land* 

Black»tone, the great Ebglish commentator, 
said there is no foundation in natural law or juris- 
prudence why a few words on parchment should 
convey dominion to land. The leaven is working 
all over the civilized world. 

Tolstoy, the famous Russian, is preaching Single 
Tax doctrine, proclaiming to the Russian people 
that it is the only just, practical and peaceful solu- 
tion of the land problem. 

That astute and acquisitive Scotchman, Andrew 
Carnegie, in a recent interview with a newspaper 
man on tne question of public utilities, declared 
that all values due to the presence of population 
rightfully belong to the people and should be 
taken for public uses. Sound Single Tax doctrine. 

New Zealand has cut loose from E}uropean tra- 
ditions and has established its government on 
Single Tax lines. Universal suffrage prevails, all 
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: public utilities are owned and run in the interest 

. of the peoirie. Strikes, rebates and discrimination 
are unl$nown in New Zealand. 
E^nnrlandl is about ready to adopt the Single Tax. 

r Charles Trevelyan, a young man, and one of the 
brightest liniteUects in ESngland, and a Single 

I Taxer, unless all signs fail, will soon hold the 
h«im oi atate. Trevelyan is opposed to Chamber- 
lain andt . his : benighted protection . policy — ^which 

. would only benefit the few at the expense of the 
mfiXLy — and would take taxation from the back 
of Mdustry and place it on the landl, the mother 
o£ all wealth. He would reverse the policy that 
is UUittg the slums of London with appalling 
wre^hedness. Treyelyan'a shibboleth is ':Baek to 
the land." 

Organized labor favors the acquisition of every- 
thing' in the nature of a public utility and is in line 

, with the Single Tax. , The spirit of altruism has 
descended on the labor unions. 'Tis beautiful to 

: see how they bear each others' burdens, and their 

<: loyalty to each, other in the hour of dttstress. They 
are the only class treaaing in the footrprints of 
the i^.awrene,. whose gospel was that of humanity 



XX Preface, 

and whose kingdom was the brotherhood of man. 

The aeed Miss Kennedy helped to sow is rooted 
in the soil and will grow and fructify until man's 
birthright, the land, is restored to him. 

It was a fitting end of one who had devoted so 
much of her time, talent and energy in the cause 
of human rights that Miss Kennedy should, on 
her death bed, center her thoughts on the cause 
of Single Tax, for among the last acts she per- 
formed) was to deed her residence in Oakland, and 
a half block of valuable land in San Francisco, 
to Judge James G. Maguire on condition that the 
proceeds should be used by him in the propagation 
and dissemination of the Single Tax doctrine. 

In the belief that it would be pleasing to the 
many friends of Miss Kennedy to have her writ- 
ings on the Single Tax published! in book form, 
and wic^ this end in view, and also as a labor of 
love to the memory of a sister who is proudly 
remembered by our household as one who won 
renown, not by mere chance, but real ability and 
untiring Industry, this little volume is given to 
the public. 

P. J. KBNNBDT. 



DE. PALET'S FOOLISH PIGEONS. 



Some Faots Oonneoted with thbib Histobt. 



**If you should see a flock of pigeons in a 
field of com, and if (instead of picking where 
and what it wanted, and no more) you should 
see ninety-nine of them gathering all they 
got into a heap, reserving nothing for them- 
selves but the chaff and the refuse, keeping 
this heap for one and that the weakest, per- 
haps worst pigeon of the flock sitting round, 
and looking on all the winter while this one 
was devouring, throwing about and wasting 
it; and if a pigeon more hardy or hungry 
than the rest, touched a grain of the hoard, 
all the others instantly flying upon it and 
tearing it to pieces; if you should see this, 
you would see nothing more than what is every 
day practiced and established among men." 
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Those memorable words were written about 
a century ago by Dr. Paley, a liberal and far- 
seeing churchman, whose enlightened views 
were unpalatable to the aristocracy because 
they were calculated to render the working 
classes discontented with the position in 
which Divine Providence was supposed to 
have placed them. His radical sentiments 
cost him a bishopric, yet it would seem that 
the fears of the ruling classes were ground^ 
less, for the system he held up to public ridi* 
cule is still unchanged, and his contparison is 
as true to-day as it was a hundred years ago. 

Premising that no feathered creatures were 
ever guilty of the folly of piling up wheat for 
the worthless and' idle to waste and destroy, 
while they themselves eked out a precarious 
subsistence on the shriveled grain ' and rub- 
bish which the dainty beaks of the sauoy 
idlers would scorn to touch, I shall try to pre- 
sent a few facts connected with the history 
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of this strange and complicated social system 
xWhich still universally prevails among feath- 
erless bipeds. 

I consider it needless to offer any apology 
for- comparing intelligent human beings to 
pigeons. Had I likened them to gulls, the 
comparison might be deemed uncompliment- 
ary, for the gtill is the emblem of invincible 
stupidity; but the pigeon, though simple and 
unsuspicious to an incredible degree, is never- 
itheless capable of a very high moral and in- 
tellectual development, as is proved by the 
records of history. In the far-off pagan times, 
it was sacred to the goddess of Love and 
Beauty, and was reverenced as the type of in- 
nocence and purity, while the Christian dis- 
pensation presents it to its votaries as the 
syiAbol of spiritual enlightenment, so that 
4he comparison is rather flattering to the 
featherless bipeds than otherwise. 
'But to our subject: From time imme- 
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morial the wheat fields of the world have been 
monopolized by a small class of worthless and 
puny, featherless pigeons, whom, by way of 
distinction, we shall call the noble or aristo- 
cratic pigeons, while all the others, whom we 
shall call the toilers, have been constantly 
busy in piling up the good wheat for these 
puny idlers to waste and destroy, while the 
toilers themselves subsisted on the refuse 
which was considered totally unfit for the 
dainty aristocrats. The toilers were divided 
into flocks more or less numerous, and were 
ruled by the nobles in the proportion of one 
to every hundred. It seems idle to suppose 
that the toilers were reduced to this condition 
by force, for they are so far superior to the 
aristocrats both in numbers and in strength, 
that by combining their force they could at 
any time put an end to this tyrannous system 
without the slightest difficulty. Neither is it 
possible to believe that they have adopted the 
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system of their own free will, for they have 
never been fully satisfied with it ; but it would 
appear probable from the lessons of history 
that, having been for ages subjected to a 
peculiar training, in which, while their physi- 
cal functions were freely developed, their re- 
flective faculties were studiously neglected, 
and their moral sense as sedulously warped 
and perverted, they in course of time began 
to look upon their condition as utterly hope- 
less, and to accept this crying injustice as an 
immutable law of nature. 

One of the numerous flocks of toilers, after 
filling up the granaries of* the nobles, had 
succeeded in accumulating a sufficient quan- 
tity of shriveled grain to maintain them- 
selves, their brooding mates, and helpless lit- 
tle ones in comparative comfort, when a 
neighboring flock, pressed by necessity, and 
conscious of superior force, swoop down 
on the defenseless toilers, plunder their store 
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of food, slaughter those that resist, and leave 
the rest to perish from hunger. The unhappy 
survivors appeal, to the nobles for aid, think- 
ing, in the simplicity of their hearts, that 
they would gladly restore to the toilers in 
their dire distress a small portion of the 
abundant store they had received from them, 
but the nobles merely refer them to the legis- 
lative pigeons. These, after debating the 
question, reply: *'You alone are to blame for 
this calamity that has befallen you. You see 
that your enemies support a troop of fighters 
who are always ready to defend their inter- 
ests in any emergency that may occur. You 
must profit by their example. Collect enough 
grain to maintain a troop of warrior pigeons 
and then your store shall be safe from plun- 
der, and your homes from invasion.*' 

The unsuspecting toilers act on this advice. 
By unremitting industry and heroic self- 
denial they collect a store of food sufficient to 
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maintain a large troop of Warriors. The no- 
bles select for this purpose the male pigeons 
only, because, as they are not accustomed to 

watch over and care for the helpless, and the 
young, they are by nature less tender and 

affectionate. To wean them from all sympa- 
thy with the pigeon race, they are, at an early 
age, separated from their young companions, 
and, generously provided with food and shel- 
ter, they are exempt from all species of toil 
except the exercises needed to secure the 
strength and dexterity requisite for the work 
of destruction to which they are destined. 

In order to develop the ferocity indispensa- 
ble for such unnatural work they are totally 
withdrawn from the refining influence of fe- 
male society and the tender endearments of 
the young; yet all these precautions are, at 
times, found to be inadequate, for pigeons are 
so sociable and sympathetic by nature that 
warriors have been known to refuse to 
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slaughter at the command of the nobles the 
inoffensive toilers who had done them no 
wrong. 

Therefore, to render them antagonistic to 
their class, they are endowed with peculiar 
privileges and honors, they take precedence 
of all toilers, and those who have distinguished 
themselves by greater success in slaughter are 
allowed to associate with the nobles on equal 
terms, and, though basely bom, can even mate 
with the dainty offspring of those aristocratic 
idlers. This appeal to the ambition and vanity 
of the warriors ( for the male pigeon is notori- 
ously vain) was so successful that in number- 
less instances the softness and tenderness of 
the pigeon nature have been replaced by the 
ferocity of the hawk and the shrike's passion 
for carnage. 

Meantime the toilers, burdened with the 
task of maintaining a large troop of idle war- 
riors, in addition to the wasteful and useless 
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nobles, find their condition more deplorable 
than ever, for in spite of their most strenu- 
ous efforts they are unable to provide food 
and shelter for their mates and little ones. 
Urged to desperation by their famishing cries, 
they attack the bursting granaries of the no- 
bles to take fi*om them a portion of the wheat 
they had piled there to save themselves from 
starvation. 

To their horror and dismay they find the 
warrior troops (supported by their toil, osten- 
sibly organized for their protection) fall upon 
them with relentless ferocity, sparing neither 
their brooding mates nor their callow nest- 
lings. After a short and deadly conflict the 
poor toilers are overpowered, the wheat fields 
are strewn with the dying and the dead, while 
the unhappy survivors are shut up in strong, 
dark caverns, where they are forced to re- 
main by the warriors while their case is re- 
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ferred to the judicial pigeons who meet in 
solemn conclave to deliberate and to decide. 

They say to each other: *'If we exterminate 
all this rebellious and turbulent race, we shall 
have none to gather the grain into the gran- 
aries of the nobles, and to satisfy the voraci- 
ous maws of the warrior pigeons, therefore, 
it is necessary to our comfort, nay, to our 
very existence, that we pardon the greater 
number, so that they may labor for us as 
before; but for the leaders, those that have 
stirred up the toilers to sedition, they must 
be put to an ignominious and disgraceful 
death, and their heads shall be placed upon 
stakes in the wheat fields, as scarecrows to. 
warn the toilers against any attempt at re- 
bellion for all time to come." 

They also resolved to issue a proclamation, 
which was published far and wide among the 
toiling pigeons of that as well as of the neigh- 
boring flocks. 
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The Vebdiot. 



The proclamation of the judicial pigeons 
reads as follows : 

**0 stiff-necked and traitorous race, know 
ye not that in ages gone by the noble pigeons 
obtained possession of all the wheat fields of 
the earth, and your progenitors agreed, 
throughout all time, to gather their wheat into 
their granaries for the privilege of being al- 
lowed to subsist on the rubbish that remained 
after all the good wheat had been collected; 
and yet you, their base descendants, unmind- 
ful of tliat solemn compact, dare to murmur 
at its provisions and to rise up in unholy re- 
bellion against the rulers whom the gods ap- 
pointed to guide and direct you. 

"For this crime, the greatest known to the 
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pigeon tribe, you deserve no mercy, and you, 
treacherous conspirators, who incited those 
ignorant minds to rebellion, shall receive none. 
Your vile hearts shall be torn out and burnt 
before your eyes ; your carcasses shall then be 
torn limb from limb, and your heads shall be 
set upon stakes in the wheat fields as a per- 
petual warning of the fate that awaits all 
traitors who dare to oppose the anointed of 
the gods. 

'*As for you, base-born slaves, your worth- 
less lives shall be spared ; you shall toil in the 
wheat fields of the nobles as before, but to 
prevent a recurrence of such unholy rebellion 
there shall be no more meetings nor streetings 
nor cooings. When your day's work is ended 
you shall at once to roost, and remain there 
in silence and darkness until the dawning 
light summons you again to toil.'' 

This sentence was carried out with relent- 
less severity, and the poor toilers resume their 
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labor, more sullen, more despairing and more 
discontented than ever, while the nobles con- 
gratulate each other that peace and order 
again reign supreme in pigeon land. 

But it came to pass in course of time that 
the toilers, by the aid of sundry ingenious 
contrivances, were enabled to gather vast 
quantities of wheat in an incredibly short 
space of time, so they take counsel together, 
saying: ** Until now a hundred toilers were 
needed to supply the extravagance of one 
noble pigeon, but with the aid of these new 
appliances twenty will be amply sufficient to 
collect all that he can possibly waste or de- 
stroy. Therefore, after filling the granaries 
of the nobles, we shall have ample time left to 
provide for our mates and nestlings, and also 
to afford ourselves the long wished-for lux- 
uries of leisure and repose. Let us rejoice, 
then, and be glad, for the days of tribulation 
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are over, and henceforward peace, prosperity 
and plenty are ours." 
But these pleasant dreams of future com- 

« 

fort and well-being were soon dissipated by 
the prompt action of the nobles, who, select- 
ing the most skillful and dextrous among the 
toilers, set them to work in the wheat fields, 
where they are kept busy from early morn to 
dewy eve as heretofore, and they say to the 
others: **We no longer need your services. 
Go your ways and shift for yourselves." 

These wretched toilers, thus turned out of 
the wheat fields and deprived of the poor 
privilege of laboring for a meagre subsistence, 
are driven to desperation. In their extremity 
they band together and plunder by night, 
sometimes from the overflowing granaries of 
the nobles, but much oftener from the scanty 
stores of the frugal toilers. They become 
known as predatory pigeons, and are a terror 
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to the whole pigeon tribe. To guard against 
these depredations a new troop of warriors 
is organized. They, too, are supported by the 
toilers, and are known as guardians of the 
peace, but though tolerably efficient in pro- 
tecting the property of the nobles from the 
marauders, their utility to the toilers is more 
doubtful, for, like the warriors, they are found 
in all domestic difficulties to take sides with 
the aristocrats against the toilers, and they 
have even been known to form compacts with 
the predatory pigeons and to share the plunder 
which the latter secure. 

It will thus be seen that these various 
changes in the social lives of the pigeons have 
not materially improved the condition of the 
toilers. It is true that those employed in the 
wheat fields of the nobles succeed in maintain- 
ing themselves in some degree of comfort, but 
when their little ones are grown to maturity, 
with strength and will to support themselves. 
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if their labor is not required by the aristo- 
cratic class, they are sent adrift and become 
dependents on the bounty of their friends, or 
they join the predatory bands to prey upon 
the frugal toilers and make the struggle of 
life for them every day more desperate. 

In their abject misery the toilers raise their 
voices in murmurs against the laws that op- 
press them, saying: '* There is no justice on 
earth or mercy in heaven, else why should 
we, who gather all the grain that fills the 
granaries of the nobles, be doomed to starve 
amid the piles of food we have collected, and 
to see our little ones pine and die before our 
eyes or grow up to become paupers on the 
highway or marauders to subsist by the plun- 
der of those that toil; while the lazy nobles, 
who do no useful thing, riot in idleness and 
luxury on the proceeds of our labor. This is 
neither natural nor right, and it is our duty 
to change it." 
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But the philosophic pigeons, who are re- 
vered for their great learning, make answer 
to these complaints, saying: **0h, blind and 
perverse race! When will ye learn wisdom 
from the lessons of experience? Ye prate about 
the laws of nature and the requirements of 
justice, but ye know them not. But we are 
familiar with all the laws, social as well as 
natural; through them we have discovered 
the designs of the gods, and we know that 
they have created the toilers solely to supply 
the wants of the nobles. Therefore, whenever 
there are more in existence than are needed 
for this purpose, the excess must be got rid 
of by violence or starvation. Watch ye, then, 
and when ye find that your children are not 
wanted to toil in the wheat fields of the nobles, 
cease ye to build nests and raise young ones, 
lest ye bring down upon yourselves the wrath 
of the gods and condemn your offspring to 
misery, degradation, and crime.'' 
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The toilers, though unable to refute these 
so-called arguments, remained unconvinced 
by the wisdom of the philosophers, and so 
they continued to make and build nests as be- 
fore, as did likewise the predatory pigeons, 
and their condition grew more hopeless day 
by day. 

But, after many years, it came to pass that 
some enterprising pigeons, accustomed to long 
flights, came upon a land hitherto unknown to 
them, whose boundaries were practically the 
limits of the earth itself, and whose wheat 
fields were of vast extent. Nobles there were 
none among the dwellers in this land; every 
pigeon gathered for himself, so that all had 
food, while none were idle. Yet they were 
a weakly race, and lacked those contrivances 
which enabled the toilers of the land to gather 
vast quantities of wheat in short spaces of 
time. 

The enterprising pigeons took careful note 
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of all they saw, and on their return to their 
own land rendered a faithful report thereof 
to the nobles. But the nobles took counsel 
together, saying: **If we permit the toilers 
to emigrate to this new land and gather wheat 
for themselves, they will soon learn that it is 
possible to live and prosper without the rule 
of the nobles or the protection of the war- 
riors; and the toilers who remain, becoming 
aware of this fact, will wax insubordinate and 
refuse to gather wheat for us. We shall thus 
be forced to toil or to starve; our bright rai- 
ment will be tarnished and naught will re- 
main to distinguish us from the slaves and 
mudsills who now crouch at our feet, while 
their hearts swell with envy as they gaze on 
our splendor. Let us therefore hie to the Royal 
Pigeon, the prince of the idle ones, who is 
believed by the stupid toilers to be descended 
from the gods and to hold his power from 
them. Him will we induce to lay claim to this 
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new land, and to divide the vast wheat fields 
thereof among us, his nobles, in consideration 
of a nominal tribute which we shall promise 
to render unto him. So that we possess the 
new land as we now possess the old. Our 
toilers shall be multiplied; they shall gather 
the harvest of those vast wheat fields into our 
granaries. And the splendor of the coming 
time shall eclipse the glories of the past, as 
the aJl-pervading light of the sun dimmeth 
the twinkling of the stars.'' 

As the nobles decided, so was it ordered. 
The wheat fields of the new land were por- 
tioned out among the aristocrats of the old, 
and the dwellers therein being, as has been 
said, a wealthy race, were smitten by the 
strength of the warriors or driven forth from 
their homes to seek subsistence and shelter 
elsewhere. 



DR. PALEY'S FOOLISH PIGEONS. 



Thbib Uistobt in thb New World. 



It has already been stated that the native 
pigeons of the new land had been driven forth 
from the fields they had occupied to seek shel- 
ter and subsistence in other regions. They 
were a copper-colored race, inferior in intelli- 
gence and thrift to the light-colored race that 
supplanted them, but far superior in their de- 
votion to freedom. They had hitherto enjoyed 
undisturbed the equal right to gather their 
subsistence in the fields of their land, and they 
could not now be induced either by the bland- 
ishments or threats of the noble to work for 
them as the toilers of the old land had done. 
They valiantly defended their claim to their 
native fields, and, when forced to submit to 
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superior power, they chose banishment or 

death rather than bow their necks to the yoke 

of a taskmaster. But when the proud nobles 

had driven them forth, and the new land lay 

before them in its desolate beauty, they were 

dismayed by the discovery that those fair 
fields were worthless to them without toilers 

to gather their grain. They consulted with 
one another, trying to discover some way to 
supply their fields with toilers, and soon hit 
upon a plan to effect their object. They said : 
**Let us send hither those predatory pigeons 
that are shut up in prison for plundering the 
stores of their neighbors, and the paupers who 
are dependent on the labor of the industri- 
ous, and those strong young toilers who, hav- 
ing no work to do, form a superfluous and 
dangerous class, which is a constant menace 
to our privileges.'' But as these toilers were 
reluctant to part from their homes and their 
beloved friends, the nobles persuaded them, 
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saying: *'The wheat fields of this new land 
are fruitful beyond belief, and so vast that 
they are more than suflScient to satisfy the 
most extravagant desires of the nobles. If, 
therefore, ye go thither and work industri- 
ously, ye shall have ample time, after filling 
the granaries of the nobles, to gather in large 
stores for yourselves, and this wealth ye can 
exchange with the nobles for those wheat fields 
that are useless to them from lack of toilers ; 
for, in that new land * The harvests are great, 
but the laborers are few. ' And when ye pos- 
sess wheat fields, ye need to work no more; 
ye shall then have toliers to labor for you, 
and your children and children's children can 
live in ease and luxury, even as the nobles of 
this land, forever more.'' 

The earnest young toilers, who lacked em- 
ployment at home, were pleased with the pros- 
pect, and migrated in crowds to the new lands, 
and the aristocratic pigeons sent there the 
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marauders who were in prison, together with 
numbers of innocent toilers, who had been 
shut up by the despotic malice of the nobles, 
and also the able-bodied paupers; and all 
these toiled for them in the new land, and the 
splendor of the nobles was magnified a hun- 
dredfold. 

But many of the toilers, inspired by the 
hope of improving their condition, worked as 
no toilers had ever done before, and piled up 
stores for themselves, which in course of time 
they exchanged with the nobles for the fields 
which lay idle and useless. And when they 
were in possession of the wheat fields, they 
worked no more, and their children looked 
down with contempt on the useful sons of 
labor, and it came to pass that the offspring 
of the toilers and of the paupers— aye, and of 
the predatory pigeons— surpassed, in course 
of time, the nobles of the land in luxury and 
splendor ; yea, much to the amazement of the 
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latter, they soon excelled them in beauty, 
grace and intelligence also; for, in the pride 
of their conceit, the nobles had said, ** Haply 
these base-born toilers, when they possess 
wheat fields of their own, may learn to sur- 
round themselves with objects of beauty and 
value, even as we do, but the muddy, sluggish 
current that crawls through their plebeian 
veins can never develop the finer qualities 
that are produced by the swiftly flowing blue 
blood peculiar to the noble race." There- 
fore were they amazed at the astounding ef- 
fects of leisure, freedom and plenty. But 
with those desirable qualities of the nobles, 
the offspring of the toilers acquired their 
vices also. They grew arrogant and cruel, 
and would have trampled and spat upon those 
who labored to support them, even as the no- 
bles of the old land despised and spat upon 
their fathers in the days of their servitude, 
but that the difficulty of obtaining toilers for 
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their wheat fields kept a constant curb on 
their insolence. Besides, the vast extent of 
idle wheat fields rendered the transition from 
toilers to proprietors so rapid and easy that 
the former grew very independent— they dic- 
tated terms to the proprietors and worked for 
them only when it was to their own advantage 
to do so. The proprietors, consequently, were 
quite respectful in their demeanor towards 
the toilers, and so mindful of their wishes 
that they did not dare to adopt the title of 
noble, which was abhorred by the toilers, but 
contented themselves with the more demo- 
cratic one of proprietor. Nevertheless, they 
felt the scarcity of toilers and their independ- 
ence of character to be a real grievance, and 
were constantly devising plans to procure a 
supply of workers as patient and submissive 
as those of the old land. 

At length they came upon a large country 
called the **Dark Continent,'* because it was 



The Truth mil make you Free 27 

inhabited by a race of dark-colored pigeons, 
who had for ages been subjected to such a 
course of irresponsible oppression that they 
had lost all idea of individual rights, and 
thought that their only resource was to submit 
unresistingly to the tyranny of their masters. 
So they were dark in mind as in body. 

These tyrants, in exchange for food, fiery 
drinks and gewgaws, transferred great num- 
bers of the poor dark-colored toilers to the 
nobles of the old land, and the proprietors 
of the new, who employed them to work in 
the wheat fields of the new land. But lest 
they might in time become proprietors and 
grow insubordinate as the light-colored toilers 
had done, they were not permitted by their 
masters to gather wheat for themselves, but 
were supplied with such food and shelter as 
they chose to provide for them. Neither were 
they allowed to choose their own mates, but 
were obliged to accept those that their mas- 
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ters selected for them. Their children, too, 
belonged not to them, but to their masters, and 
were employed by them in their own fields 
or transferred to those of the other propri- 
etors, as seemed most advantageous to their 
own interests. To all these tyrannous restric- 
tions they submitted without complaint, for 
in the Dark Continent their condition was so 
much more deplorable that they felt com- 
paratively happy with bare food and shelter. 
It is easy to imagine the disastrous effect 
the introduction of these dark toilers pro- 
duced on the character of the proprietors 
and the condition of the toilers of the new 
land. The former rapidly developed the stu- 
pid arrogance and pride of race, together with 
the unmeasured contempt for useful work, so 
aggressively manifested by the nobles of the 
old land. Having now a full supply of sub- 
missive slaves to toil for them, they soon ex- 
tended their sway over the unoccupied fields, 
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and thus rendered it all but impossible for 
even the most assiduous and frugal of the 
toilers to become proprietors. 

In consequence thereof, the number of toil- 
ers, instead of diminishing as heretofore, aug- 
mented day by day, and as they were not 
needed by the proprietors, the surplus were 
forced to prey upon the industrious classes 
as marauders, or to depend upon them as 
paupers, even as the toilers of the old land 
had been obliged to do, and the proprietors 
organized troops of warriors and bands of 
guardians of the peace who fattened on the 
labors of the toilers, and all the abuses of the 
old land were transplanted to the new, and 
they grew apace, attained gigantic size in the 
fresh soil. And the wretched toilers groaned 
under the weight of their miseries, and they 
said: *'A11 our woes are caused by the 
rapacity of the Royal Pigeons and of the 
nobles who rule over our land." 
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So they held mass-meetings and pledged 
themselves to drive out the oppressors and 
the myrmidons, for they said, ** These pirates 
have brought the curse of poverty and crime 
to this fair land, and they will, in course of 
time, crush the spirit of the toilers and render 
them as abject and vile as the serfs of the old 
land or the slaves of the new/' And the 
pledge was duly redeemed, for after a long 
and bloody struggle they overpowered the 
myrmidons of the nobles and drove them 
forth from the land. 

For they said: ''This is our country, and 
its soil shall be free and the shadow of royalty 
or aristocracy shall pollute it nevermore/' 
Then they celebrated their great triumph 
with exceeding great joy, for they said, ''Now 
at last have we secured Equality, Freedom 
and Happiness to our children in this glorious 
land from generation to generation, forever 
and ever." 



The Truth will make you Free 31 

Alas! The simple toilers did not suspect 
that they had already carefully transplanted 
the deadly upas tree of oppression, that its 
roots were firmly imbedded in the soil, that its 
poisonous branches were fast spreading over 
the land and producing an abundant harvest 
of misery, degradation and crime; nor have 
they yet learned that their taskmasters 
could be as pitiless and cruel under the name 
of proprietor as if they bore the obnoxious 
title of aristocrat or noble. 



THE FOOLISH PIGEONS. 



A OONTINUATION OF ThBIB HiSTOBY. 



When the tribes had succeeded in driving 
out the nobles and their adherents, they fool- 
ishly fancied that their liberty was firmly 
established and the prosperity of their de- 
scendants secured forever. They were there- 
fore much surprised and disappointed to re- 
alize that their condition was, but slightly 
ameliorated and that the ills and abuses they 
had fought to abolish continued to oppress 
them. However, they encouraged one an- 
other, saying: "The terrible struggle in 
which we have been lately engaged has un- 
doubtedly entailed misery and distress upon 
the victors as well as the vanquished. Let 
us therefore wait patiently until its effects 
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have passed away and we shall then enjoy 
the fruits of our courage and self-denial/' 
But as time wore on they began to find out 
that the proprietors who monopolized the 
wheat fields from which the whole pigeon race 
drew their subsistence were ag fatal to their 
progress as the nobles, for whenever their 
granaries were well filled they turned the 
poor toilers out of the wheat fields and forced 
them down into the ranks of the pauper and 
predatory classes. And when the toilers com- 
plained of the hardships of their condition 
and the cruelty of those proceedings they 
were met by the arguments of the political 
pigeons. They were a new class which had 
developed in the new land. They affected to 
sympathize deeply with the toilers and to have 
no object in life except their welfare. But 
they were secretly allied with the proprietors, 
and they sought to obtain the confidence of 
the poor toilers for the sole purpose of be- 
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traying their interests to the proprietors, who 
did not fail to reward them richly for their 
shameless perfidy. 

They said to the toilers: **You are the 
authors of your own misery, inasmuch as ye 
permit the toilers of the old land who are ac- 
customed to scanty rations of inferior food, 
to come hither freely and to compete with you 
in your struggle for subsistence. 

**The proprietors, of course, prefer to em- 
ploy them, because they are more subservient 
and they are willing to work longer, and to 
subsist on less than you can. Keep them out, 
therefore, and the proprietors will be forced 
to employ you, and your little ones shall not 
be obliged to beg for permission to labor. '* 

The foolish toilers applauded this advice, 
and tried various expedients to prevent their 
kindred in the old land from escaping the 
tyranny from which they themselves had fled. 
They did not yet perceive the injustice of the 
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proprietary system, nor that it was the chief 
cause of the evils under which they groaned. 
On the contrary they were proud of it, and 
because many toilers in a new land had be- 
come proprietors and had serfs of their own, 
they hoped that in time they themselves or 
tiieir children might be equally fortunate. 

Meanwhile the conditions of the toilers in the 
old land grew every day more desperate, and 
it came to pass that the coarse and common 
seeds from which they drew their subsistence 
failed to grow, and though the wheat was 
more abundant than ever, yet as the nobles 
claimed it all, the poor toilers starved by 
thousands amid the stores of food which their 
industry had cpUected, and they grew desper- 
ate and said: **We will endure this misery 
no longer, for we will eat of the food which 
our labor has produced, and our little ones 
shall not perish of hunger. ' ' 

But the nobles objected, saying: **Ye shall 
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not do this, for the wheat is our property." 
Yet as the toilers were steadfast in their de- 
termination, and very numerous, the nobles 
were fearful lest, being nerved by despair, 
they might succeed in overpowering the war- 
riors and the guardians of the peace who were 
employed to repress them, therefore they 
called into their councils the leaders of the 
Theologic Pigeons and said to them: 

** Behold ! These turbulent slaves are again 
in a state of rebellion. They are more united 
than they have ever been before, and we fear 
that our warriors may not be able to suppress 
them. 

*'They have lost all confidence in our legis- 
lative pigeons, and heed no more the majesty 
of the law. 

*'They are keenly suspicious of the diplo- 
matic and judicial pigeons, and will not 
hearken to their advice, neither will they re- 
spect their decrees. 
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**They stubbornly refuse to be guided by 
the wisdom of the philosopher, but in you they 
stiJl have unbounded faith. You can per- 
suade them to submit to the law. You alone 
can prevent the havoc and the destruction of 
property that must result from a conflict. Do 
it, therefore, we command you, or the privi- 
leges we have granted you shall be withdrawn, 
and you shall be left to share the fate of the 
wretches whose cause you espoused.'' 

The leaders obeyed, and said to their sub- 
ordinates : * * Go ye and preach to these rebels, 
and threaten them with the wrath of the gods 
if they respect not the privileges of the no- 
bles." 

But many of the subordinates who had 
lived among the toilers and witnessed the un- 
merited sufferings they were forced to en- 
dure, refused, saying, **We will utter no 
threat against them. They have a right to 
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eat of the fruits of their labor, for the gods 
themselves have decreed it." 

Yet the greater number obeyed the man- 
date of their leaders, and harangued the toil- 
ers, saying: ''Ignorant and benighted 
pigeons! Your iniquity has made thee blind. 
Ye believe that the nobles are the cause of 
your misery, but ye are mistaken. They are 
merely the instruments of your punishment, 
for your sins have drawn down upon you the 
wrath of the gods, and they have blighted your 
food as a penalty for your transgression. Hie 
ye, therefore, to the temples and humble your 
stubborn hearts in penitence and prayer. Dare 
not to question the justice of the immortal 
gods, nor to cavil at their decrees, for ye are 
not able to fathom their designs. 

*'But we have been anointed with the oil of 
the olives that grow on the sacred mount of 
Olympus. It has opened our ears to the voice 
of the gods, and enabled our eyes to behold 
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the fields where they labored were whitened 
by their bones. 

But the toilers of the new land, when they 
heard of their sufferings, forgot their self- 
interest in sympathy for their kindred, and 
they carried to them provisions and saved 
the lives of thousands. And they helped hun- 
dreds of thousands of other survivors to come 
over to the new land, and said to them : *'Te 
shall dwell with us and share our opportuni- 
ties, for we are brothers in misfortune, and 
together we will fight against the wrongs that 
oppress us." 



THE FOOLISH PIGEONS. 



CONOLUDBD. 



The reader interested in the history of the 
foolish pigeons will have perceived ere this 
that the character of the toilers was undergo- 
ing a gradual transformation. From being 
originally distrustful of themselves, very cred- 
ulous, prone to rely on others for aid, and to 
follow the counsel of the deceitful and the 
selfish, they were growing self-reliant, ^nd 
very suspicious of the motives of others. They 
even suspected their ofScious friends the poli- 
ticians, although the latter plied them with 
flattery in generous doses, were constantly 
eulogizing their intelligence and public spirit, 
and assuring them that they had almost at- 
tained to the perfection of wisdom in their 
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laws and institutions. In proportion as their 
confidence in others diminished their trust in 
their own powers increased. They began to 
reflect on the peculiarities of their condition, 
and to try to discover the causes of their mis- 
ery. But they lacked concentration of 
thought, and were very volatile. When fully 
employed they were comparatively tranquil, 
for they were a patient race and easily satis- 
fied, but when large numbers were turned out 
of the wheat fields and condemned to suffer 
the pangs of hunger, the wh6le community 
was agitated and the air vibrated with their 
plaints. 

At the time of their conflict with the no- 
bles, they had proclaimed that all pigeons 
were equally entitled to life and liberty, and 
they were silly enough to imagine that the 
mere' assertion of this fact was sufficient to se- 
cure their rights without further trouble; 
they did not assert the right of the dark race 
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to freedom, but permitted their masters to 
carry out the 'system of slavery and oppres- 
sion that already existed. 

For though all pigeons profess to believe 
that it is the duty of each to love his neighbor 
as he loves himself, their professions are in 
strange contrast to their practice, and it pains 
me to be obliged to confess that even among 
the most sympathetic and tender-hearted of 
the race the selfish sentiments are still far 
stronger than the altruistic. Therefore, as 
long as they supposed that the institution of 
slavery did not interfere with their com- 
fort they endured it with stolid indifference. 

But of late years they were becoming aware 
that it did materially affect their convenience 
and well being. 

The toilers saw that they were practically 
excluded by it from the fertile fields occu- 
pied by the masters of the dark race, and that 
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the struggle for existence was in consequence 
greatly intensified. 

The proprietors themselves recognized that 
through slavery they were virtually deprived 
of many of the most profitable opportunities 
for the acquisition of wealth, and the poli- 
ticians were furious to find their power neu- 
tralized and their ambitious schemes frus- 
trated by the influence of the owners of the 
colored toilers. 

Now all of these various classes united to 
demand— not the liberation of the dark race, 
as one would naturally expect— but that their 
masters should be prohibited from extending 
their dominion over a certain portion of the 
wheat fields which still remained unappropri- 
ated. This gave rise to loud and angry 
recriminations between the proprietors on the 
one side and the masters on the other, and the 
voice of the friends of justice, who demanded v 
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the freedom of the dark race, was drowned 
amid the din and clamor of the contending 
factions. 

At last the strife resulted in a bloody con- 
jflict, so deadly in its intensity that the pro- 
prietors, though reluctant, proclaimed their 
determination to set the dark toilers free. 
This measure won for them the sympathy and 
support of the latter, and secured the earnest 
co-operation of the friends of justice, so that 
the combat was decided in their favor, and 
the slaves were set free. 

Great was the rejoicing among the toilers 
of every class for this glorious victory, and 
boundless their confidence in the benefits to be 
derived from it. Alas! their hopes proved 
unfounded and were destined to speedy dis- 
appointment. 

During the late conflict, the toilers had 
been compelled to enter the ranks with the 
warriors and to confront danger and death. 
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Vast numbers were slaughtered, and of those 
who escaped very many were mutilated or 
hopelessly enfeebled, while their mates and lit- 
tle ones endured untold privation and anxiety. 
But the proprietors, for a small recompense, 
were enabled to engage necessitous toilers to 
combat in their stead. They remained at a 
safe distance from the scenes of slaughter and 
augmented their wealth a hundred-fold by 
taking advantage of the necessities of the 
contending parties, and before the conflict 
was ended they had extended their dominion 
over a vast extent of fertile fields, so that the 
opportunities of the toilers were grievously 
restricted and they were left to the mercy of 
their employers, more utterly helpless than 
ever. 

The newly liberated slaves, too, found that 
the change in their condition was by no means 
so advantageous as they had anticipated. 
While they had toiled as slaves their masters 
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had fed and sheltered both themselves and 
their little ones, and provided for their wants 
in health and in sickness, but now they were 
free, their employers dismissed them when 
they found it was profitable to dispense with 
their services, and heeded not whether they 
lived or starved. Though liberty is sweet and 
desirable, it is no wonder that many of them 
considered it too dearly purchased at the cost 
—cold and hunger. The masters, on the con- 
trary, fi,nd that the change against which they 
so fiercely struggled is more of a benefit than 
an injury. It is more economical to employ 
free toilers, who are obliged to labor for 
whatever they choose to offer them, than to 
keep a retinue of slaves for whose support 
they were held responsible in sickness or 
health, whether working or idle. 

When they realized these results, the toilers 
came to the conclusion that slavery was not 
the chief cause of their troubles. Through 
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all the vicissitudes of their sad and varied ex- 
perience they have been slowly acquiring wis- 
dom and self-reliance. They are no longer 
liable to be imposed upon by sophistry or de- 
ceived by the plausible fallacies of their op- 
pressors. 

When the politicians now assure them that 
the hardships they endure are the consequence 
of over-production, they reply : ' * It is absurd 
to suppose that we perish from hunger be- 
cause our supply of food is too abundant, or 
that we shiver with cold because we are pro- 
vided with too much shelter. If our wants are 
satisfied there will be no over-production.'' 

To the philosophers, who would persuade 
them that their sufferings result from a sur- 
plus of toilers, they answer: ** Since every 
toiler who has an opportunity to labor can 
easily provide subsistence for two or three 
more, it follows that the more numerous the 
toilers the greater the plenty. There are not 
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too many of us, but the idle and wasteful pro- 
prietors who prevent us from producing 
could easily be dispensed with. They are the 
surplus class." 

When the judges conjure them to respect 
the majesty of the law and say to them, **We 
have a right to expect that you will cheerfully 
obey the laws, which Vourselves, in the persons 
of your representatives, have enacted,'' they 
reply: '*We have enacted no laws. Our so- 
called representatives have betrayed their 
trust and legislated for the benefit of our op- 
pressors. Their laws are unjust and destruc- 
tive of our rights, therefore we are determined 
to abolish them as soon as we have the power. '' 

When the theologians remind them that the 
gods require that they should be submissive 
to the ruling power, and threaten an eternity 
of woe in case of resistance, they answer: 
**The gods are just, therefore they cannot 
punish us for resisting injustice, neither will 
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f 
they object to our using the light of intelli- 
gence which they have given ns." 

Indeed, some of the toilers are independ- 
ent enough to express their feelings very fear- 
lessly, and they publicly assert, "We do not 
believe that eyes of mortal have ever pene- 
trated the mysterious veil that hangs before 
the dark portals of death, nor that all the oil 
produced by the olives of Olympus can enable 
one of our race to fathom the designs of the 
immortal gods or to interpret their will. 
Moreover, we are convinced that the most 
ignorant toiler that labors in the wheat fields 
of the proprietors knows just as much about 
the land beyond the grave as the most leamed 
of the theologians." 

Numbers of them are so self-reliant that 
they can be no longer either frightened by 
shadows or deterred by threats. The names 
of socialist, traitor or infidel, which, a short 
time ago, made them tremble and shrink, are 
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now heard with complete indifference or 
looked upon as a proof of the weakness of 
their oppressors, who are forced to employ 
such vulgar weapons. 

When their political orators eulogize the 
wisdom and justice of their government, which 
secures to all men an equal right to life and 
liberty, they answer emphatically: "No, 
the right to life is a sham without the right 
of the means of living. By giving to the 
proprietors the exclusive possession of the 
wheat fields of the land, you give them the 
power to rob us of the fruits of our toil ; this 
is a power of life or death, for they can 
save or starve us at will. We demand, there- 
fore, that all shall have equal access to the 
wheat fields the gods have provided. This 
alone will secure equality and justice, lib- 
erty and life, for then the industrious shall 
rejoice in abundance, and the idle alone shall 
hunger.'* 
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It is every day more apparent that the in- 
telligent bipeds, whom I have compared to 
pigeons, are learning wisdom through ex- 
perience. They will not consent much longer 
to pile up wealth for the idle and worthless to 
waste and destroy, while they themselves 
have not enough to support life, but, like all 
other gregarious animals, will devote the re- 
sults of their collective as well as their in- 
dividual labor to their natural wants. As 
soon as they are united in their demand for 
free access to the wheat fields of the earth, 
the proprietors will accede to it at once, for 
they will recognize the futility of further 
resistance. So shall the woes of the toilers 
be dispelled by the light of intelligence and 
the dominion of justice be established for- 
ever. 



SHOET SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN. 



No. I. 



Fellow-Citizens: The Almighty Spirit 
which traces out the course along which the 
myriad suns, with their attendant trains ot 
planets and comets, roll on their stately pro- 
cession through infinite space,* and which 
gives them the power to enlighten and vivify 
the universe, is also mindful of man, and haa 
endowed him with the sublime gift of reaaon, 
whereby he may discover Truth, administer 
Justice, and secure the Freedom and Happi- 
ness of his race. 

It is to this high faculty that I now appeal, 
and I conjure you to cast from your minds all 
feelings" of passion and prejudice so inimical 
to the perception of truth, and to examine the 
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conditions of our own political system, with 
a view to discover the cause of the manifold 
evils that oppress the working classes, and to 
apply a thorough and effective remedy there- 
to. 

My text, fellow citizens, is taken from the 
Gospel of Liberty, that divine revelation to 
the oppressed of all nations, the Declaration 
of Independence: **We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are born equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; 
that to secure these rights governments are 
instituted among men." 

FeUow-workmen, it is just one hundred and 
ten years to-day since this gospel of hope 
was first announced to enslaved and suffering 
humanity, and it is ninety-seven years since 
our forefathers adopted a constitution which 
they hoped would effectively carry out these 
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principles. It is my purpose to-day to ex- 
amine whether the government based on that 
constitution secures the rights of the people, 
or whether it is destructive of those rights. 
If all men are created equal, with inalienable 
right to life and liberty; and if it is the 
business of government to secure tiie rights 
of the people, why is it that after a century 
of experimental legislation the working 
classes are still enslaved, and that we are con- 
fronted on all sides with such monstrous and 
unnatural inequality? 

Look around you, my friends. Behold the 
condition of the laborious and the industri- 
ous, they whose labor produces whatsoever 
is necessary or desirable to man! See them, 
faint with unremitting toil, languishing for 
food and shelter, aye, pining and dying for 
lack of the pure air and the genial sunshine, 
while the idle and. useless revel in the wealth 
which is robbed from honest industry, and 
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wreck their health and happiness amid the 
surfeits of satiety ! 

Would it not seem to the superficial ob- 
server as if Nature bestowed her choicest 
gifts upon the lazy and the worthless, while 
she doomed her frugal children to a life of 
penury and unrequited toiH Indeed, there 
are numbers of impious blasphemers who in- 
form us that these conditions are the **will 
of Providence," and that it is our manifest 
duty to bow in submissive resignation to 
His decrees. Down with such blasphemy! 
The God of Nature spreads her bounty for all 
His children, but to the industrious He gives 
in fullest measure. 

Let us consider our text, **A11 men are 
born equal.'' What does this mean? Are 
they equal in strength, in vital force, or in 
intelligence? Evidently not. What then 
does the statement signify? It means that 
all have an equal claim on the bounty of 
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Nature. It means that every man, woman 
and child, however .weak or insignificant, has 
a natural and equal right to the free air of 
heaven, to the life-giving sunshine, to the 
water that falls from the clouds, to the earth 
on which we stand and from which we must 
draw our sustenance, to the minerals stored 
up for our use within its bosom, in fine to all 
the wealth which Nature produces or has pro- 
duced without the aid or intervention of man. 
Our government has failed to maintain 
this natural equality and to secure the inalien- 
able rights of the people, through gross ignor- 
ance of these truths, or through a wilful mis- 
understanding and perversion of the Gospel 
of Liberty, and it is responsible for the 
monstrous and unnatural inequalities that 
disgrace our civilization, because it has be- 
stowed the land, the water, the minerals, and 
other natural wealth to which all men have 
an equal right, on a few favored individuals, 
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thereby conferring on them unlimited power 
to rob labor of the wealth it produces, and to 
reduce the laborer to a condition of hopeless 
and permanent slavery. 

My friends, these topics are an appropriate 
subject for meditation on the day we cele- 
brate, but I must not weary your attention 
by presenting too much food for reflection 
at one time. Next Sunday we will examine 
how the appropriation of natural wealth 
operates to rob the laborer. Meantime, let 
me conjure you to keep these thoughts before 
your mind, and may the spirit of truth en- 
lighten your understanding that you may 
have a clear perception of what is right, and 
thus be able to secure your rights and liber- 
ties both now and hereafter. Amen. 



SHOBT SEBMONS TO WORKINQMEN 



No. II. 

"All men are created equal; they are endowed 
with inalienable riffhts, amongr which are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. To secure 
those rigrhts erovernments are instituted." 

— Declaration of Independence. 

Fellow-Workmen: In my former dis- 
course I called your attention to the truth 
that the equality of man consists in his equal 
right to the resources of nature, in other 
words, his right to an equal share of what- 
ever nature produces without the aid of man. 
When the great Hebrew law-giver divided the 
land of Canaan among the Children of Israel, 
he practically recognized this right by ordain- 
ing that the natural produce of the land every 
seventh year should be given to the poor and 
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to the stranger. But our government, by 
authorizing a few favored individuals to 
appropriate the grand natural resources of 
our country, has granted them a perpetual 
patent to plunder the working classes, has 
constituted them absolute masters of our 
destiny, and reduced us to a condition of 
helpless slavery. To-day we shall consider 
how this is brought about. 

To a truly unprejudiced man it would be 
evident that as land produces all the raw 
material which labor fashions for the use of 
man, he who possesses the land has the power 
to deny to labor the right to work, or force 
it to accept whatever conditions he chooses 
to impose. But we have grown up under an 
unjust and tyrannical system of land tenure, 
and, with the mental indolence of our class, we 
accept it without question. We have been 
so persistently taught to consider it not only 
right and natural, but one of the bulwarks of 
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our civilization, that it now requires a strong 
effort of reason on our part to shake off the 
trammels of prejudice so as to be able to 
recognize the monstrous wrongs this system 
inflicts upon labor. Yet we workingmen of 
California bring special advantages to the 
consideration of this subject. In coming to 
this country we cut loose from many false 
maxims and traditions that help to hamper 
the judgment. Most of us came from lands 
where the earth's surface was sold at such 
exorbitant rates that the laborer could never 
aspire to a home of his own, or where, at 
best, he could only hope to purchase a roof 
to shelter him, by the hard labor of half a 
lifetime. Here we were confronted with con- 
ditions the reverse of those we left behind; 
for although much of the land was appro- 
priated, yet because there were so few people 
it had little or no value. There was no wealth, 
little money, and less capital. The necessaries 
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of life were extremely dear, yet for a few 
short years Califomia was the paradise of 
the laborer, because during that time land 
was practically free. He could wash an 
ounce of gold per day from the sands of the 
rivers, or earn an equal amount by raising 
vegetables for market, or engaging in any 
other productive work. For the wages of a 
single day he could purchase thirty and forty 
acres of excellent land, such land as now sells 
from two to four hundred dollars an acre. 
Alas! what a change! He cannot now save 
enough in a lifetime to purchase the site for 
a small cottage, for he now works for a dollar 
a day, and hundreds of his fellows cannot 
get work at any price. You can remember 
that by the time the placers were * Spanned 
out" the quartz lodes were ** located'' by 
speculators, and the large Spanish ranches 
had passed into the hands of European and 
American proprietors, who well knew the 
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wealth and power such possessions confer. 
Labor was now permitted to till the soil only 
on condition of taking all the risks, and sur- 
rendering to the landowner half the produce, 
while the '* honest miner'' received for his 
work a pittance barely enough to support life, 
even though his labor might realize for his 
employer a hundred dollars a day. In short, 
deprived of our natural and equal right to 
the resources of our country, denied access 
to the raw material on which alone we can 
employ our labor, we are now compelled to 
accept whatever conditions the monopolists 
of these resources choose to impose upon us, 
or take the only alternative open to us and 
starve. 

I know, my friends, that this view of the 
subject is new to many of you. You say: 
*'We suffer from competition. There aa^ 
too many laborers, and we must combine to 
prevent immigration, and to reduce our num- 
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bers by every means in our power before we 
can hope to raise our wages. And employers, 
too, say certainly the wages of labor are regu- 
lated by the law of supply and demand ; there- 
fore, in order to raise your wages you must 
limit the supply of labor. There are too 
many of you." 

Too many laborers! It is pardonable that 
the crowded populations of the old world 
should accept such a theory; but how can 
you be so blind? It is estimated that Cali- 
fornia, with its grand and varied resources, 
could sustain in comfort fifty millions of 
inhabitants, and we have not yet one million. 
Fifteen millions of laborers would not be too 
many to develop the resources of this State, 
yet we attribute our low wages to too much 
competition! The monopolist knows better. 
While asking such exorbitant prices for the 
privilege of using our soil and breathing our 
air, that the laborer finds it safer to brave 
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the desolation and snows of Montana and 
Dakota rather than accede to his terms, he, 
the greatest obstacle to immigration, subsi- 
dizes the journals of the State to encourage 
it, at the same time that his myrmidons are 
trying to foster the delusion that ** Competi- 
tion is the ruin of labor,'' well knowing that 
while the workingmen are pursuing that 
ignus fatuus and warring among themselves, 
monopoly is safe from their attacks, and can 
consolidate its power undisturbed. 

No, my friends! Competition is not the 
disease from which we suffer, and therefore 
the remedy which you propose, viz: the re- 
striction of the number of laborers, will bring 
us no permanent relief. For two thousand 
years that remedy has been tried in vain. It 
has made the circuit of the earth and failed in 
every land. 

Look across the broad Pacific to that fester- 
ing empire whose degraded hordes threaten to 



68 Educate that you may he Free 

overwhelm us beneath an avalanche of bar- 
barism. Know you not that the ancestors of 
those degraded victims of oppression formed 
the vanguard of civilization when our fore- 
fathers were roaming half naked through the 
forests of Germany or Gault When the 
struggle for existence grew more tense, as 
population increased, they fancied, as you 
now do, that their distress was caused by too 
many laborers, and they shut out competition 
more effectually than any people ever did 
before or can ever do again. They (Secured a 
complete monopoly of arts and manufactures. 
In vain labor remained enslaved ! They prac- 
ticed the maxims of Malthus centuries before 
that worthy enlightened the Western world. 
They limited the increase of the laboring 
classes by the murder of their infants, and by 
every other means that vice and penury could 
suggest to a depraved and downtrodden race. 
In vain. Their condition did not improve. 
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They left untouched the giant evil '*Land 
Monopoly," and were constantly robbed of 
the produce of their toil, to pamper the lux- 
ury of a set of idle and bloated aristocrats. 

Competition is always a prominent symp- 
tom of land monopoly; and as civilization 
marched westward from its cradle in the Par 
East, every nation in turn mistook that symp- 
tom for the insidious disease that finally 
sapped away its strength and its life. The 
remedies applied failed of their eifect or ag- 
gravated the disease, because the diagnosis 
was wrong. 

Fellow-citizens, let us take warning by 
their fate. We form the last sign in that 
bright circle of civilization which has almost 
surrounded the world. We are destined to 
fulfill the last act of the famous prophecy of 
Berkeley: By securing man's inalienable 
right to the bounty of nature, we shall make 
him truly free, and we shall inaugurate the 
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universal reign of justice and peace upon 
earth. The life-giving rays of the sun of lib- 
erty shall flash over the Pacific to enlighten 
and revive the palsied nations of the Orient, 
and the liberty, equality, and fraternity of 
man be established forever. Amen. 

Property and its Rights will be the subject 
of next Sunday's discourse 



SHOET SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN 



No. III. 



Property and its Bights. 

"All men are endowed by their Creator with 
inalienable rigrhts, among which are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. To secure those 
rights, governments are instituted deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed." 

— ^Declaration of Independence. 

This statement should be the basis of the 
political creed of every American citizen. 
Our government is instituted to secure our 
rights. We create that government by our 
voice, it received its power from our consent, 
we can withdraw that power by our will, and 
we can abolish the government by our veto. 
• As we have the power to make and unmake 
governments, we are responsible for their 
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success or failure. If our government has 
failed to secure our rights it must be owing to 
our negligence and venality, our cowardice 
or our ignorance, most likely to all these 
combined. 

Before we try to determine what is property, 
let me call your special attention to something 
that is not property. The ballot, that power 
by which we may secure our rights, is not 
property. It is a sacred public trust, and 
therefore it should be exercised publicly; for 
since by the ballot, the rights and liberties of 
the people may be either secured or endan- 
gered, they have a right to know that this 
great power is not wielded by the individual 
for the promotion of his own selfish interests 
in opposition to the public good ; they should 
feel satisfied that he does not i^ this sacred 
trust as if it was his private property, to 
be bought or sold, exchanged or given away; 
but uses it honestly to promote the happiness, 
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and to secure the rights of the whole people. 

In order, then, that we may be able to under- 

stand this question of property, let each of 

us try to ** pluck the beam from his own eye 
that he may the better discern the mote in 

his neighbor's/' 

. H{ow many of you, my friends, before exer- 
cising this most important trust, use every 
means in your power to ascertain whether the 
candidate for whom you mean to vote is fitted 
by honesty and intelligence to represent the 
people, to plead their cause, and to secure 
their rights? On the contrary, how many of 
you are induced to support, and to ask your 
friends to vote for the most venal and selfish 
sneak, or the most abject slave of monopoly 
that ever sought an opportunity to plunder 
the people, under pretence of looking after 
their interests, if he but promise you an easy 
and lucrative position, a position you are sure 
to lose at the next change of administration, 
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or perhaps you will be ousted long before, 
to make way for some favorite of the Boss, 
who is more useful to the party, some despi- 
cable creature who can eat more dirt than you 
are able to stomach) 

I will not speak of those venal wretches who 
sell their votes to the highest bidder, for they 
are beneath the standard of men ; but I know 
there are many among you who would gladly 
vote to promote the interests of your fellow- 
workmen, only you fear to incur the displeas- 
ure of the Boss, who might send you adrift 
and leave your family exposed to want and 
anxiety. To you I say, *'Be just and fear 
not''; we can protect each other. We have 
daily proofs of the strength that comes from 
union. We are learning to make sacrifices for 
the common benefit, but until we realize the 
truth that the happiness and prosperity of 
the individual are best promoted by securing 
the rights of the people; until we determine 
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to perform our publie duties honestly and 
fearlessly, regardless of consequences to our- 
selves, all attempts to improve our condi- 
tion will be of little avail. 

We must combine for mutual protection. 
The selfish rule "Look out for No. 1," which 
is understood to mean ** Grasp all you can," 
only serves to raise up the venal and the 
worthless, who avail themselves of their ele- 
vated position to trample on the rights of 
their fellow-men. We must work together 
for the good of all and take for our motto the 
maxim of Solon, the wisest of the Greek phi- 
losophers, **that an injury done to the lowliest 
citizen is an insult to the whole community.'' 

But, my friends, however detrimental the 
selfishness, venality, or cowardice of voters 
may prove to the welfare of the people, the 
wide-spread ignorance of social and political 
science, that prevails in the community, is 
still more fatal. Ask the men of your a<s 
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quaintance, ''What are the duties of govern- 
ments and the majority of them will answer, 
**The protection of life and property, and the 
making and enforcement of the laws." And 
they are likely to volunteer the opinion, 
"Everything else should be left to private en- 
terprise.'' 

Formerly the making of roads was consid- 
ered an important function of government, 
but since the improvements of rails and steam 
power have been introduced to facilitate 
transportation, this function has been sur- 
rendered to private enterprise, and the enor- 
mous power it confers to plunder labor and in- 
dustry has given rise to an arrogant and 
tyrannical oligarchy that rules the land with 
a rod of iron, corrupts our legislatures and 
tramples on our liberty. 

''The protection of property,'* this is the 
plea by which the most abominable despots 
that ever cursed the earth have tried to ex- 
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cuse their tyranny. The popular idea of 
property is a vague and, blind superstition, 
under whose baleful influence man has sub- 
mitted to the grossest injustice, and been 
guilty of the basest cruelty under the impres- 
sion that he was fulfilling a sacred duty. 
Such meaningless phrases as "the sacred 
rights of property must be respected,'' '*the 
majesty of the law must be vindicated, ' ' have 
been used as fanatical war cries to stir up the 
people to bloodshed and strife. At their 
call millions of men have rushed to the 
slaughter and waded ankle-deep in the blood 
of their brothers. And for whatt To rivet 
their chains and perpetuate their slavery. 

*'The sacred rights of property!'' An un- 
scrupulous robber had by force or fraud 
obtained possession of some hapless country 
and it became his property. He divided the 
land among his adherents and they became 
lords of the land, and the inhabitants thereof 
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became their property, their serfs; and the 
serfs of each lord were compelled by law to 
live wherever he placed him, to toil for his 
benefit, to fight for his defense or his amuse- 
ment, and to bring forth sons and daughters 
to augment his wealth, or pander to his luz^ 
ury. 

But why go back to feudal times for ex- 
amples of unjust and immoral property t 
Within thirty years, in this freest Jand on the 
face of the earth, men were the property of 
their fellow-men. They were bought, sold and 
bequeathed by their masters like so much 
inanimate matter. They lived and labored 
for him. They were married or divorced at 
his bidding. They raised children, not to be 
the solace of their prime and the support ot 
their declining years, but to augment the 
wealth and power of their masters by their 
exchangeable value or by the fruits of their 
toil. And when they attempted to escape 
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fT(mi intolerable cruelly they were hunted 
through forest and swamp by ferocious Uood- 
hounds and more ferocious men, and draped 
back to torture, imprisonment and hopeless, 
unending slavery. All this was done under 
the sanction of government, ^'to protect the 
sacred rights of property and to vindicate the 
majesty of law.** 

Note well, my friends, that iii spite of all 
this wordy doquence about the protection of 
property and its sacred r%hts, the power of 
the law was invoked not to protect the prop- 
erty but to enf oroe the daim of the so-called 
owner. The wretched property was supposed 
to have no rights, and received no protection, 
however mu<^ it might be needed. And the 
protection of government was correct. The 
protection of the rights of property is not one 
of its functions. Man is not property. He 
has rights, but property has neither rights 
nor duties, and requires no protection. 
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The duty of government is to determine 
whether the thing claimed is rightful prop- 
erty, and whether it justly belongs to the 
person who claims it. If it does, then gov- 
emment should enforce that claim against the 
world ; if it does not, it should be promptly 
restored to the rightful OAinner. This has 
been done in the emancipation of the slave, 
and the act deserves our gratitude, even 
though accomplished at the cost of so much 
robbery, misery, and bloodshed. 

I know that eloquent Senators, in speeches 
picturing the poverty of the South, have 
asserted that millions worth of property were 
destroyed by liberating the slaves. What 
absurdity 1 The property is still there, in the 
possession of its rightful owners, and worth 
quite as much as before. To deny this is to 
assert that a man is worth nothing if he is 
his own master. But, fellow-citizens, let us 
not fall into the error that because slavery 
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is abolished, therefore man is free. He can 
never be free until his equal right to the re* 
sources of nature is secured to him. Until 
that is done, those gallant men who have suf- 
fered and died for the cause, and who de- 
serve for their heroism our unstinted love and 
gratitude, are but saviors of a nation not yet 
saved and liberators of a people who are still 
enslaved. 

There is much to be accomplished before 
our freedom is assured, and we need the ear- 
nest help of those gallant men, not as soldiers 
but as citizens. Much of what is known as 
property is in reality plunder, and our gov- 
ernment is no more justified in protecting the 
so-called rights of the owner than it would be 
in protecting the claim of the burglar to 
goods he had stolen against the rightful 
owner. 

Governments are instituted to protect the 
rights of the people, and fellow-citizens. 
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since we are responaiUe for tlie govermneBt, 
it is our sacred duly to discover what should 
justly be considered property, aad to secure 
such property to the r^htful owners. We 
must fi^are no pains to get at the absc^ute 
truth ei this important question and then 
''let justice be doi^ though the heavens 
should fall. ' ' Amen. 



SHORT SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN 



No. IV. 



The True Basis of Property. 

**They are endowed by thetr Cteator with 
inalienable rights. To secure these rlgrhts govern- 
ments are instituted/' 

— Declaration of Independence. 

Fellow-Citizens: That man has an in- 
alienable right to himself is a truth which 
requires no demonstration; yet, incredible as 
it may seem, countless generations of men, 
imable to recognize this fact, have bowed their 
necks to the yoke of slavery and submitted 
to the most atrocious cruelties and indigni- 
ties as the property of their fellow-man. 

In our day the right of the individual to 
himself is no longer denied, but the exercise 
of that right is in many ways arbitrarily re- 
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stricted. Man still clings to the fetish of 
property in his fellow-beings, else why do em- 
ployers who contract for the labor of a work- 
man so often assume the right to control hia 
opinions, and restrict his liberty of thought 
and action! That the claim to property in 
woman is deeply rooted in the minds of the 
vicious and degraded we have abundant 
proofs in the frequency of the outrages per- 
petrated on women and the many cases in 
which they fall victims to the violence and 
brutality of man. 

However, the failure to recognize a truth 
cannot impair its force. Man has a right to 
himself, and in consequence thereof he has 
also a right to whatever his labor creates. 
Labor, therefore, is the only true and abso- 
lutely just basis of property. Whatever value 
a man creates by his labor is his exclusive 
property to use, to exchange or otherwise dis- 
pose of at his pleasure. A woodman fells a 
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tree in a natural forest and splits* it into 
shingles. The value which his labor conferred 
on that wood is his property, for he created 
it, but it does not follow that he has also an 
exclusive right to the wood on which his 
labor was exerted. That is a product of 
Nature, and Nature did not produce it for his 
exclusive benefit. He could not claim exclu- 
sive right to the wood, unless he was the sole 
inhabitant of the country where it grew. If 
there were two inhabitants he would be en- 
titled only to one-half, if there were three, to 
one-third, etc., his share diminishing in size 
but increasing in value in exact proportion to 
the number of inhabitants, for the value of 
Nature's resources is the price paid by labor 
for the privilege of using them, and depends 
on the demand. This value belongs to the 
community and should form a common fund 
in which each individual should have an 
equa[ share. 
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By this means the natural equality of all 
men would be established. The value pro- 
duced by his labor would constitute the prop- 
erty of the individual. It would, of course, 
depend on his efficiency, and would be the 
full and just reward of his industry, his in- 
telligence and his skill. Thus would be formed 
a natural co-operative association in which 
every member would be an equal partner, 
receiving an equal share of the value of Na- 
ture's resources, and the exact reward of his 
own labor. 

In such a community neither slavery nor 
poverty could exist, but we have made the 
deplorable mistake of surrendering the com- 
mon property to a few privileged individuals, 
and the laborer must pay to them the value, 
aye, much more than the value of the material 
on which he works, for the monopolist, having 
more wealth than he needs, is able to withhold 
the raw material from the workman, to pre- 
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vent him from producing, and to starve him 
into (MHnpliance with his most tyrannical 
exactions. What wonder that the producer 
of all wealth shivers and starves while the idle 
drone ivho produces nothing possesses every- 
thing) 

But, fellow- workmen, take heart; a better 
day is dawning. Our degradation is the re- 
sult of our own ignorance. We were blind, 
but BOW we begin to see and shall see more 
clearly as the day advances. We have the 
power in our own hands, and we shall soon 
know how to use it so as to secure our rights. 

Perhaps we can begin with water. As this 
important question has now entered the 
domain of practical politics, let us give it a 
few minutes' serious attention. If we had 
not been stupefied by ages of oppression and 
wrong, we should need no proof to convince 
us that all men have an equal right to water, 
and that no one should be allowed to appro- 
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priate Or to use it without paying to the 
people a full equivalent thereof. No man 
made it, and no human power can either in- 
crease or diminish the supply. Consider how 
this most beautiful of created things is pre- 
pared for our use in the wonderful laboratory 
of Nature. 

From the great reservoir of supply, the 
ocean, it is vaporized by the heat of the life- 
giving sun, it is dispersed over the land by 
varying winds, it mounts to the upper air, 
and there presents to our view a glorious and 
ever-changing panorama of ethereal beauty 
and splendor, it descends in fertilizing show- 
ers on the plains and hillsides, clothing the 
earth with a mantle of verdure bespangled 
with flowers, and enriching it with every pro- 
duction that can contribute to the needs or 
enjoyment of man ; it is stored in great masses 
on our mountain-tops, and pours down their 
rugged sides in copious streams to moderate 
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the burning heats of summer, to refresh the 
thirsty ground and carry health, purity, and 
comfort wherever it flows. 

Does our beneficent Creator perform all 
these wonders to enrich a few greedy monopo- 
lists and make them lords over their fellow- 
men t How can any man presume to say: 
**This water is mine, and you can use it only 
on condition of paying my price and submit- 
ting to the terms I dictate'*! 

We are the veriest idiots if we submit. We 
deserve the slavery we have inherited if we 
do not insist that this precious gift of Nature 
shall be used for the best interest of the whole 
people, and that not a single drop shall re- 
turn to the ocean without doing all the good 
it is capable of doing. 

A board of able engineers should be elected 
to ascertain how the waters of the State can 
be used for the greatest benefit of the com- 
munity. An appropriation should be made 
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for the construction of the necessary works, 
and the treasury reimbursed by the rates paid 
for the use of the water, these rates being 
barely sufficient to pay the cost of construc- 
tion, to keep the works in repair, and to ex- 
tend the advantagea of irrigation to other 
localities whenever the public interest de- 
manded. . We can expect no such beneficial 
result from the present hurried session of the 
Legislature. It seems to be convened on pur- 
I)ose to determine which of two monopolies 
which have seized on the people's property 
i^all be allowed to secure the plunder. It has 
been summoned with precipitate and unneces- 
sary haste to decide a question of vital im- 
portance to every inhabitant of California. 
Should not the people have ample time to dis- 
cus» this question, and to elect representatives 
competent tO' enact laws which should secure 
their rights to the resources of their country t 
The absurdity of the riparian law is now evi- 
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dent to all. We should be governed by the 
enlightened jud^nent of the most intelligent 
of our own citizens, not by the dictum of 
Anglo-Saxon judges who lived a thousand 
years ago, knew nothing of the climatic 
peculiarities of California, and did not even 
suspect the existence of such a place. 

The appropriationists have plainly shown 
us how preposterous is the claim of the ripari- 
ans. Let us take care to protect ourselves 
against the injustice of theirs, lest by avoid- 
ing Scylla we fall into Gharybdis, ♦. e., jump 
from the frjring pan into the fire. All they 
tell us about the advantages of irrigati<m is 
undoubtedly true. It would turn our arid 
wastes into blooming gardens, and give em- 
ployment to thousands of laborers; but their 
plan, if adopted, would surrender those 
blooming gardens to a few arrogant despots, 
and they would be cultivated by hordes of 
serfs who would have no more interest in the 
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wealth they produce than the slaves of the 
South had in the value of the cotton crop. 

It is surely time to put an end to that 
system. It is true, these unsophisticated 
gentlemen tell us they do not claim to own the 
water; they merely appropriate it for public 
use, and the government can regulate the 
price. Yet, that is an old trick of the mo- 
nopoly fox. The Spring Valley Company 
doesn't own the water they sell, but what is 
the difference? We have to pay their price. 
You have seen the rise and progress of that 
successful enterprise. About thirty years ago 
a few smart men who saw there were millions 
in it, appropriated a stream, obtained a char- 
ter to supply the city, constructed their works 
and quickly drove the little army of honest 
water-carriers out of the field. They have 
prospered and secured their millions. 

Have you any idea how such monopolies, 
created by our stupidity, amass their wealth ! 



The Truth vnU make you Free 93 

Do you know the process of watering stock t 
We supply our wants by exchanging our labor 
for food, clothing, etc. To provide for old 
age and infirmity, we spare little from our 
scant wages, often by depriving ourselves of 
necessary comforts, and place it in a bank 
that the interest may enable us to keep out 
of the poor house when we are no longer able 
to toil. We must accumulate the principal 
before we can enjoy the interest, but the 
monopolist merely appropriates a piece of 
public property which gives him the power 
to plunder, a large annual income from the 
people; this he calls interest on his invest- 
ment, and he issues stock to represent the 
principal of that amount at the current rate. 
For example, a few speculators, having ap- 
propriated a stream and obtained a charter, 
build a reservoir and lay their pipes at a 
cost, say, of $250,000. They supply 10,000 
houses at an average price of $36 a year. 
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$360,000 gross income. Deduct for evtrent 
expenses $20,000, and we have left a net in- 
come of $340,000. Deduct from this the fal- 
tered on the investment at 8 per cen.t, $30,000 
(honest income) and we have remainiB^ 
$320,000 plundered from the people. 

Now, an income of $340,000 on an invesA- 
ment of $250,000 (1371^%) would be consid- 
ered unjustifiable usury so they issue srtoek 
to the amount t>f $4,250,000, which represents 
the principal, of which $340,000 is the interest 
at 8 per cent. Of course they do not possess 
a dollar of this fictitious principal, but as 
their monopoly gives them power to extract 
from the people an annual income of $340,000, 
their paper stock will sell for $4,250,000 when 
investments bring 8 per cent In course of 
time, population increases. They now supply 
40,000 houses, which at $36 a year amounts 
to $1,440,000. Allowing $60,000 for expenses, 
we have left $1,380,000 net income, of which 
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$26'y00& may be legitimate earnings, but the 
remainder, one million three hundred and 
sixty thousand dinars, is unmitigated rob- 
bery. If interest has now fallen to 6 per 
cent, the capitalized value of their income 
will be $23,000,0001 This represents their 
wealtii. They issue their stock, which is 
eagevly bought up, for they are now masters 
of Are »tuation and can easSy stamp out all 
oppmition. A tew sharet of this stoek judi- 
ciously bestowed* on reliable supervisors will 
prevent any aamoyance from rival companies, 
ambitiouff to^ share in the puUic plunder, and 
leave them to enjoy unmolested the fruits of 
their superior int^Iigence, industry and fru- 
gdStyf to warn Ae public against those dan- 
gerous soemliBtie tramps and to invoke the 
power of the law to protect the **saered rights 
of property. " 

What k the sowce of this diabolical' power 
wMeb robs the people of the produce of theiir 
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labor t It is the monopoly of one of the 
essentials of life, the water which nature fur- 
nishes free for the use of all men. Deprived 
of it, man must perish, and to obtain it, he is 
compelled to submit to whatever condition 
monopolists choose to impose. 

Note how mercilessly they wield their 
power. Instead of increasing their supply to 
meet the wants of a growing population, they 
cut off the public fountains and cease to flush 
the sewers. When, owing to drought, a tem- 
porary deficiency arises, they issue a ukase 
telling us we must not water our gardens nor 
sprinkle our yards to lay the dust and cool 
the air, nor give a bucket of water to a poor 
neighbor, under penalty of having the water 
"turned off" and paying a heavy fine before 
it is turned on again. It is green from vege^ 
table growth and putrid from stagnation, but 
we must pay for it all the same. There are 
reservoirs of purest water nestled among our 
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mountains, .waiting to scatter wealth over the 
plain and bring health and purity to the city, 
but it must not be, because it would interfere 
with the profits of the monopoly. 

Do not be deceived by the specious argu- 
ments of a blind or venal press. No checks 
or safeguards avail against monopolies. They 
have a thousand ways to conceal their income, 
and to augment their imaginary expenses. 
They contract with themselves; and, while 
paying their workmen the lowest rate of 
wages, they multiply the actual cost by ten 
and exact interest on every dollar of the pro- 
duct. Our remedy is to withdraw from them 
the people's property and use it for the public 
benefit. Deprive them of their property in 
Nature's resources, and their monstrous 
wealth and impious power will vanish **like 
the baseless fabric of a vision, and leave no 
wreck behind." 

How long, Lord! shall thy people Ian- 
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gnish in the «hains which their own igaonnee 
has foiled t Enlightea their understan^iBg, 
that they msy know the >eai»3e of the fihkv^y 
which enthralls them, and af^ly the only 
remedy that «an make liiem free. 



SHORT SEBMONB TO WORKINOMEN 



No, V. 



Fvoperttf; in Land. 

"W9> b^Ueve it to h^ a seU-frvt4eitt truth that 
all men are created equal and endowed by their 
Creator with inalienable rigrhts/' 

— ^D«clarattoD of Independonce. 

FELM>w-W(»tKiNeMEN : Those among you 

who have listened attentively to the preceding 

diseottrses, and who have in the meantime 

giv^. a little seriou» thought to the argnmenta 
presented, are now most probably ready to 

aeeepi the loUowiaaEg eonelasiona: 

First—'That the natural equality of man 
consists in his equal right to everything that 
NaJture prodneea. 

Seeond^That man has a natural and in- 
alienable right to kinmelf , and in consequence 
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thereof has an absolute and exclusive right 
to whatever value his labor creates. 

Third— That the wealth produced by his 
labor constitutes his personal property, and 
that labor is the only natural and just basis 
of the property of the individual. 

Fourth— That since all men have an equal 
right to the resources of Nature, no one should 
be allowed to apply even the smallest portion 
of them to his exclusive use without render- 
ing to his fellow-men the full equivalent for 
such use. 

Fifth— Since water is one of Nature's choic- 
est gifts to us, all men have an equal right to 
it, therefore those who use it should pay the 
full value of such use into the public treasury 
to be employed for the benefit of the whole 
people. 

But, my friends, if this were done, and we 
had an abundant supply of the purest water 
furnished at merely nominal rates, it would 
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be of little avail for the improvement of the 
laborers' condition. It would only augment 
the wealth and consolidate the power of the 
landlord. 

I know that you have not considered this 
question enough to appreciate the force of 
that statement, but it is absolutely true. 
Perhaps the most deplorable effect of tyranny 
is the mental paralysis that results from it. 
For generations after the chains have been 
broken the habit of slavery still lingers. 
What greater proof of spiritual blindness can 
be adduced than that we workingmen, en- 
slaved and degraded as we are by landlordism, 
should yet be unable to recognize the diaboli- 
cal injustice of private ownership in land, or 
to perceive the wholesale robbery and misery 
that result from it? 

Yet, what can be more self-evident? The 
land is the source of all the wealth produced 
by labor. The feeble pen that sends the 
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burning thoughts of genius gliding down the 
slope of time and the stately mast which 
holds aloft the wings of commerce that waft 
our products to distant climes are alike sup- 
plied by the land. It furnishes the gems that 
sparkle on the brow of beauty and the majestic 
engines that roll out plates and bars of solid 
steel as if they were flakes of dough. 

All that labor fashions for the use of man 
comes from the land, yet we fail to see that 
the owner of the land is absolute master of it 
aUy and therefore is the absolute master of 
our destiny, since he has the power to give or 
to withhold the opportunity to labor and the 
power to support life. Is it likely that man 
can possess so much irre^onsible power and 
not become a tyrant? Prom the land we live. 
It supplies the elements that give solidity to 
our bones, strength to our muscles, and energy 
to our nerves. Can we make a few individuals 
lords over this source of life and strength, 
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and yet expeet to remain free? Impossible! 
The supposition invdves an absurdity. If 
land is monopolized labor is enslaved. 

Remember that although the wealth pro- 
duced by labor is the property of the individu- 
al, the value of the raw material belongs to 
the community. Its value increases with the 
demand for it, that is, with the increase of 
population. Land is the only source from 
which the material on which labor works can 
be obtained, and the rent of land repre- 
sents its value. This rent, therefore, belongs 
to the whole community, and it is the source 
from which all the expenses of government 
Aould be paid. Every govemm^it, there- 
fore, that legalizes private prope^ in land, 
and levies taxes for the support of the gov- 
ernment, robs the people to enrich the mo- 
nopolists. 

Since land comprises all the resources of 
Naturfe, it is useless to abolish other monopo- 
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lies while that of land exists. The only effect 
would be to increase the rent of the land and 
the power of the landlord. Suppose, for ex- 
ample, that San Francisco has an abundant 
supply of purest water at merely nominal 
rates. The city is furnished with free baths, 
and scores of fountains are sparkling in the 
sun. The houses are surrounded with ex- 
quisite flowers, and the streets are scrupu- 
lously clean and free from dust. Limpid 
streams flow along the sidewalks, and the 
sewers are washed out at the fall of every 
tide. It is a healthful and pleasant place to 
dwell, but too expensive for the poor. Not 
only is the difference in the cost of water add- 
ed to the rent, but the landlord demands pay- 
ment for every incidental advantage that re- 
sults from its abundance. 

A citizen of Oakland, wishing to remove to 
San Francisco, says to the real estate broker, 
** Your rents are out of all proportion to those 
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across the bay. The greater size of your city 
does not account for it. Why are they so 
hight" The broker replies, '*My dear sir, 
consider the superior advantages we offer. In 
Oakland you pay five times as much for water 
as we do, and it is such dirty stuflE that we 
would not use it to sprinkle the streets. You 
cannot raise a flower there. You are blinded 
by dust, enfeebled by malarial fever, and your 
children perish from diphtheria and other 
dirt diseases produced by the noxious gases 
from your sewers. Here we preserve our 
sight and health to extreme old age, and are 
almost compelled to leave the city to get a 
chance to die. You must pay heavy insurance 
to secure your property against the danger 
consequent on the scarcity of water. Here no 
insurance is needed, for a fire is as rare as a 
volcanic eruption. If you don't think those 
advantages worth the difference in the rent, 
you had better stay in Oakland, enjoy your 
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dirt and your discomfort, and pay double the 
sum in insurance and doctor's bills/' 

Of course all these advantages were ob- 
tained, not by the help of the landlord, but in 
spite of his strenuous opposition, yet he reaps 
all the profit, and we don't object, don't see 
the injustice of it. 

In the country the same thing happens. 
The rent of land rises as the price of water 
falls. In Riverside the appropriationists in- 
crease the price of water from one to five or 
six dollars an inch, and would have continued 
to raise it as long as the needs of the tillers 
of the soil compelled them to submit, had not 
the seven years' use limit, provided by the 
Constitution, put a stop to further exactions. 
Now, the water is furnished at what are called 
reasonable rates, but the price of land has 
advanced to f ou'r hundred dollars an acre, and 
no honest workman can make the interest on 
that amount and support his family besides. 
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The landlord sells the water, the climate, the 
mountain prospect, and the improvements 
made by the settlers as well as the land, and 
that favored locality is becoming a sort of 
sanitarium for decrepit Eastern monopolists 
and their families. They draw large incomes 
from other investments in Nature's resources, 
and can afford to spend a portion in trying 
to prolong their useless lives in the salubrious 
portions of Southern California. 

Let us consider how the value of land arises. 
Look at that lot on the other side of Market 
street. It measures one hundred feet along 
the street and has an average depth of the 
same. It is a useless and unsightly spot, a re- 
ceptacle place for dust, ashes, rags, and broken 

china. It belongs to a certain Mr. M , who 

has kept it in that condition while the im- 
provements of industry grew around and be- 
yond it. Now when Mr. C, who has some 
capital to invest in business, finds that this 
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lot is just suited to his purpose, and inquires 
on what conditions he may obtain it, he is 
told that he cannot buy it for less than $450,- 
000. 

Unable to find a more suitable situation or 
more favorable terms, let us suppose that he 
pays us the price demanded and becomes the 
owner of the vacant lot. Mr. M. 's friends con- 
gratulate him on the sale, and he answers 
carelessly: **Well, I ought to make some- 
thing handsome, for I Ve waited long enough. 
I've held that lot for twenty-five years." Re- 
warded for waiting ! What reward does wait- 
ing merit! Honest, persevering effort de- 
serves encouragement, but obtains no reward 
unless it is successful, and why should this 
man receive nearly half a million dollars 
which the industry of his fellow-citizens has 
produced, as a reward for waiting idly for 
twenty-five years? 

Let us see what effect his waiting has pro- 
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duced ? BBe has prevented the employment 
of labor and the prodnction of wealth. He 
has hindered the progress of the city by op- 
posing«all improvements. He has subjected in- 
dustry to grievous inconveniences, and forced 
it to move to remote and unfavorable locali- 
ties, and when in spite of his opposition this 
industry has conferred a value of $450,000 
on a lot which he never spent a dollar to im- 
prove, he claims and receives it all, as a re- 
ward for the evil wrought by his pernicious 
waiting. 

What stupendous robbery ! What fiendish 
oppression, and what consummate idiots we 
are to permit it! Can you not see that the 
price obtained for that lot is the result of 
the increase of population and belongs to all 
the people of San Francisco t That you and 
I have as much right to it as M., who held it 
idle for twenty-five years? 

Some of you may be inclined to say, "We 
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have little sympathy for the capitalist, for he 
has none for us. If he has to pay a high price 
for land, that is his business and not ours. 
His loss is usually the workingman's gain." 

A sad mistake, my friends. The price of 
land is of more vital interest to us than to the 
richest capitalist in the State, for he can re- 
imburse himself from our labor. If C. en- 
gages in manufacturing, employs a number 
of workmen, besides the interest on his fixed 
capital and the legitimate profits on the enter- 
prise, he must set apart the wealth produced 
by their labor, $3,000, as interest on the price 
of the land on which his factory is built. This 
is twice as much as all other expenses put to- 
gether. He cannot reduce his other expenses, 
so if the business doesn't pay, he reduces the 
wages of his workmen. That $3,000 interest 
on land value should be divided between capi- 
tal and labor. 

They are both robbed by land monopoly. 
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We are very short-sighted, my friends! We 
cannot see that each particular member ot 
the body politic is bruised by every act of in- 
justice perpetrated by the individual or per- 
mitted by society. For— 

"Oh, 'tis pity sad in sooth, and tears must fall, 
"Because mankind forgot this truth, 'we're brothers 
air." 



SHORT SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN 



No. VI. 



How Industry is Robbed by Land Monopoly 

"Whenever any grovernment fails to secure these 
rights, It is the duty of the people to alter or 
abolish it." — Declaration of Independence. 

Fellow- WoRKiNGMEN : A little less than a 
century ago a certain Malthus published an 
essay on population, wherein he advanced 
the theory that human beings increased faster 
than their means of subsistence; that there 
is consequently always a large surplus of peo- 
ple for whom Nature provides nothing, and 
therefore it is absolutely necessary that these 
should be killed off by war, famine, pesti- 
lence or vice, that the rest may have a chance 
to live and improve their condition. 

Malthus assumed that the surplus consists 
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of laborers out of employment and struggling 
on the verge of starvation. Now, at the time 
this essay was written, aristocracy all the 
world over was in a desperate flutter because 
a few years previous the workingmen of 
France, without any science to guide them, 
had arrived at a very different conclusion from 
that reached by Malthus in regard to the sur- 
plus population. They considered that the 
idle and luxurious classes, who squandered 
most of the wealth and produced none, formed 
the surplus, and that if the population re- 
quired to be thinned out, these classes could 
most readily be spared, and they had carried 
their theory into very vigorous practice by 
exterminating the drones. 

The terrified nobles seized on the theory of 
Malthus, as a drowning man grasps at a plank. 
It was such a relief to throw the burden of 
their crimes on the shoulders of Providence, 
to say to the starving people, * * We are not to 
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blame for your misery. It is the will of God. 
Nature does not provide for so many of you, 
and the only possible way to improve your 
condition is to regulate your increase and 
limit your numbers." 

So Malthus grew famous, and his book be- 
came the fashion. The middle and lower 
classes, as usual, followed the leader of the 
nobility, and adopted the theory without ex- 
amining the arguments on which it is founded. 
It has now few intelligent supporters, for the 
progress of industry has clearly proved its 
fallacy. Nowhere is this more apparent than 
in California. In a State whose rich re- 
sources could employ fifteen millions of labor- 
ers, we have not even one million of inhabit- 
ants, and yet thousands of them are vainly 
seeking for work. Is it because there are too 
many of them? Not at all. It is because 
monopoly won't give them leave to toil. If 
Malthus himself could revisit the earth in 
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this year of grace 1886, he would be obliged 
to abandon the theory that made his name 
famous. He would now see that the means 
of subsistence increased much faster than the 
people who consume them, but the result is 
not less disastrous to the laboring classes. He 
would see that we are everywhere suffering 
from the effects of over-production. 

Our economists would tell him that we are 
hungry because we produce too much wheat 
and naked because we manufacture too much 
clothing. The juciest and most delicious 
fruits are rotting by the bushel beneath the 
trees that produce them, while the lips of the 
toilers are parched and their blood fevered 
for the lack of nutriment they offer. Nature 
is prodigal of her gifts, but monopoly se- 
cures them all, and sells them at usurious 
rates to her children. 

The monopolist exacts such high prices for 
land and raw material that manufacturers 
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are crushed by the burdens imposed on them ; 
and as the British Parliament enacted the com 
laws and starved the poor to enable the farm- 
ers to pay the unhallowed tribute exacted by 
rackrenting landlords, so our statesmen shut 
out foreign competition and oppress the peo- 
ple with onerous taxes, that our manufac- 
turers may glut the rapacity of millionaire 
monopolists. 

The manufacturer is protected by the tariff, 
the merchant seeks to secure himself by spe- 
cial contract with railroad sharks, but there 
is no protection for labor. Among those rival 
interests the toilers are plundered so bare that 
they have not left the means to provide for 
their most urgent needs, much less to supply 
the comforts and adornments of life; and 
since they constitute the vast majority of the 
customers on whom manufacture and com- 
merce rely for support, it is not surprising 
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that the shelves of the merchant groan under 
the weight of unsalable wares. 

The domestic market is dull, and the tariff 
which relieves the manufacturer from foreign 
competition at home, excludes him quite as 
effectually from competing in the foreign 
market. So the cry of over-production is 
raised, the factories are closed, workingmen 
are thrown out of employment, and a gen- 
eral crash takes place, from which the land 
monopolist alone escapes unscathed. 

I grieve to see that a large proportion of 
my fellow-workmen still blindly adhere to the 
exploded fallacies of Malthus. They assume 
that the laborers form the surplus class, and 
they believe that the only way to raise their 
wages is to limit the number of wage workers. 
In order to effect this our protective societies 
deprive our young men of the opportunity 
to learn useful trades, they prevent the migra- 
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tion of laborers by intimidation, if need be, 
and are even charged with encouraging those 
employed to do as little as possible, that 
the job may last the longer. 

This policy is as unworthy as it is unwise. 
It is demoralizing and degrading to our work- 
men. It is sapping their self-reliance aud 
their sturdy integrity. Our position is far 
from dignified. We might aptly be compared 
to a mob of half -starved fowls at feeding time, 
as we scramble for the crumbs thrown to us 
after monopoly has robbed us of the loaf. 
We grovel like slaves when we are masters of 
the situation, for it is in our power at any 
time to put a stop to this robbery and secure 
wealth and abundance for all who are willing 
to work. 

When this is accomplished, man shall for 
the first time know the fullness of life. Then 
we shall work that we may live and enjoy, 
instead of looking upon labor as the end and 
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object of life. But let us pursue our investi- 
gation of the maimer in which industry is 
plundered by land monopoly. 

In my last discourse, I called your atten- 
tion to the case of a monopolist, who secured 
$450,000 of the people's money by keeping a 
plot of land idle for more than a quarter of 
a century. You know that this is not a solir 
tary instance ; it is one of hundreds that pass 
unnoticed every day, except for the casual 
remark on the good luck of the speculator. 
Alas! those thoughtless people are far from 
dreaming that liie *'luck" they envy is the 
deadly weight that condemns them to poverty 
and unrequited toil. 

Let us now suppose that M, instead of sell- 
ing the whole of his lot, sells but a quarter of 
it, and spends $70,000 of the price in building 
on the remainder. He has now from six to 
eight floors, one above another, to let to ten- 
ants ; and from each tenant he exacts not only 
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a part of the interest on the cost of the build- 
ings, amounting to $6,000 a year, to which, 
if money invested had been capital and not 
plunder, he would be morally entitled, but 
he also exacts his portion of the interest on 
the value of the land, amoimting to $27,000 
per annum, which sum belongs to the whole 
people. 

G, a merchant, secures a two years' lease 
of one of M's stores, at a monthly rent of 
$400. He has a snug capital which he has 
saved from the honest earnings of half a life- 
time; this he invests in a stock of groceries 
and provisions, and, though he is no anti- 
temperance man, he also lays in a choice as- 
sortment of wines and liquors, that the high- 
est profits on these commodities may enable 
him to meet the exactions of M, as well as 
the many heavy expenses consequent on such 
exactions. He is full of energy and hope, for 
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he is acquainted with every detail of the 
business, and he is determined not to fail, if 
unremitting industry and rigid economy can 
ensure success. He spares no pains to attract 
customers, and, as he soon becomes noted for 
honest weight and superior wares, all who call 
come again. 

His business increases beyond his most san- 
guine expectations, yet competition is so fierce 
and profits so small that the end of the year 
finds him still drawing on his diminished sav- 
ings to meet his personal and household ex- 
penses. But he is yet hopeful. He says, '*It 
will go hard if, with such a run of customers, 
I do not make it pay before the lease runs 
out." Hie is ably assisted by his workmen, 
who take a warm interest in his-business, and, 
as the second year draws to a close, he is jubi- 
lant, for success is now within his grasp, if 
M will only consent to renew the lease on the 
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same terms, and this he surely cannot refuse 
when he knows how intense has been the 
struggle. 

But M has no such intention. The good 
times give him a chance to raise the rent, and 
he doesn't mean to let it slip. G is informed 
that his lease will be renewed for three years 
at an increase of $50 a month in the rent, and 
he has no alternative but to submit, for mov- 
ing means the absolute ruin of his business. 
So he returns to the treadmill and plods along 
with unwearied assiduity. He now finds it 
absolutely necessary to curtail his expenses 
further. He cannot reduce his license nor 
diminish his taxes, unless he stoops to per- 
jury, and this his principles cannot brook. So 
he is obliged either to discharge some of his 
men, or reduce the wages of all. After con- 
sultation, the latter alternative is agreed 
upon. The men acquiesce with a good grace, 
for they are well aware that G has had less 
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profit from his business than any one of them, 
although his work was no less arduous than 
theirs; and was greatly aggravated by the 
burden of anxiety that oppressed him. 

They all returned to work with undimin- 
ished industry, but the dull times, the inevi- 
table result of monopoly's greed, came upon 
them sooner than they apprehended. G bor- 
rows to meet his obligations, and trusts to 
the renewal of trade to pay his debts. In 
vain; the crash comes and involves manu- 
facturers, merchants and laborers in one com- 
mon ruin, the idle landlord who runs no risk 
and does not work, being the only one who 
reaps a profit from the general loss. 

This is no fancy picture, but the fate of 95 
per cent of all retail merchants who rent their 
stores. If they still retain courage enough 
to take up the burden of life, they sink down 
among the great army of wage-earners, to in- 
tensify the struggle and lessen the reward. 
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Let us try, my friends, to realize the condi- 
tions that surround us. We are told every 
day that there is no conflict between capital 
and labor; that their interests are the same. 
I believe the statement is true, but we should 
not accept it without qualification. 

We must draw a wide distinction between 
the capital that aids labor, and the plunder 
that crushes it. There is no conflict between 
capital and labor, but between monopoly and 
industry there is war, relentless and deadly 
as that between the robber and his victims, 
war that cannot, must not cease, until the 
robbery is ended. 

Capital and labor are alike plundered by 
monopoly, and should unite to abolish it. We 
have only to insist that the value of land, the 
result of population and industry, shall be- 
long to the community, and that all govern- 
ment expenses shall be paid from the rent of 
land, instead of being taken from the produce 
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of labor. This is the just and proper way to 
dispose of rent, instead of wasting it on an 
idle and insolent class who have nothing to 
offer in return but contempt for the fools 
who enrich them. 

Awake, ye hosts that swarm the zones. 
Who feed yourselves and feed the drones 
By slumbering^ you aid the wrongr. 
They are the weak and ye the strong. 



SHORT SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN 



No. VII. 



"Hereditary bondsmen know ye not. Who would 
be free themselves must strike the blow." 

Fellow- Workmen : Amid the chaos and 
gloom that envelop us are many signs of the 
near approach of a brighter day than we have 
ever known. The most satisfactory proof of 
the progress our cause is making is furnished 
by the number of honest, intelligent inquirers 
outside of our class, who are earnestly investi- 
gating the questions at issue between capital 
and labor, and it is gratifying to observe how 
such investigation is gradually opening their 
eyes to the real cause of the difficulty. 

Among the most prominent of these is Mr. 
Washington Gladden, who is evidently a 
friend of the laborer and an apostle of peace. 
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He has written many sensible articles on these 
burning questions, but he suggests as the 
most effective remedy the moral elevation of 
the community so that all may recognize the 
brotherhood of man, and then the rich and 
powerful will voluntarily accord to the poor 
the protection which they need and the justice 
that is due to them. 

If we have to wait for justice until the 
privileged possessors of vested interests reach 
that degree of perfection, we must wait until 
the archangel sounds the trumpet of final dis- 
solution. When Mr. Gladden investigates 
further, he will discover a speedier and more 
effective remedy, namely, to deprive those 
parasites of the power to injure. This is the 
only thing which will insure their thorough 
conversion and awaken them to a higher sense 
of morality. 

In an able article entitled *'Is it Peace or 
War?" published in the Century Magazine 
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for August, Mr. Gladden writes thus: "The 
employing class is not the worst enemy of 
labor. It is not the employers who are ab- 
sorbing the wealth of the country so much as 
the gamblers and political corruptionists. A 
large share of the plutocrats have gained their 
wealth by gambling operations in the Stock 
and Produce Exchanges, and by bribing City 
Councils and Legislatures, Courts and Con- 
gresses. With franchises and judicial decisions 
thus obtained, they have robbed the public 
for their own benefit. The profits of industry 
are not excessive, but the plunder of these 
parasites is enormous. After they have filled 
their pockets out pf the products of industry, 
there is a good deal less left to be divided be- 
tween employers and laborers. *' 

The working classes are just as responsible 
for their existence as the employers are. If 
workingmen had been as careful in choosing 
men to represent them in the City Councils 
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and Legislatures as they ought to have been, 
this class of parasites could never have flour- 
ished as they have done. The first fight for 
them to make is against these parasites of in- 
dustry. Yes, the only fight that labor has to 
make is against the parasites of industry. 

The newspapers tell us that during the 
year 1880 the Wall street robber kings plun- 
dered from the industry of the country the 
following amounts: 

Vanderbilt, 30 million dollars; Jay Gould, 
15 millions; Russell Sage, 10 millions; and 
many other less noted robbers sums of smaller 
magnitude. Dr. Ferdinand Seegur, Presi- 
dent of the New York Anti-Monopoly Associ- 
ation, in a valuable and instructive article 
published in the North American Review for 
July, shows not only the enormous extent to 
which the inhabitants of cities are plundered 
by corporations, but also the unscrupulous 
manner in which they are aided in the rob- 
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bery by those whom the workingmen elect to 
represent them in the City Council and the 
legislative halls. But he tells us, too, how a 

few honest and determined men were success- 

• 

f ul in preventing frauds of the most gigantic 
dimensions in spite of the money of monopo- 
lists and the corruption of politicians. 

Their success, my friends, is convincing 
proof that by intelligent, honest, and united 
effort, the workingmen of the country could 
put an end to all this robbery in a single year. 

I will now call your attention to a few 
prominent instances of fraud, in order to give 
you some faint idea of the extent to which 
the public are pillaged by those greedy para- 
sites. A plentiful harvest in Kansas (1880) 
enabled the leading railroads to increase their 
freight charges so as to plunder a million and 
a half from that one locality in a single sea- 
son. About the same time Vanderbilt issued 
47 millions of watered stock for the New 
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York Central and Hudson River Railroad, by 

ft 

reason of which the people are robbed of about 
two and a half millions annually ever since. 

In the City of New York a law exists re- 
quiring corporations to reduce their rates 
whenever the dividends exceed ten per cent 
of the amount invested, so that the people 
who pay those dividends should share in the 
profits of the enterprise, but as far as I can 
learn no corporation has ever allowed the 
public to get the benefit of a single dollar 
from that law. By watering their stock and 
dividing it among themselves, their income is 
reduced below ten per cent of this diluted 
capital stock, while it is actually twenty-five 
or thirty per cent of the capital invested. 

At a liberal estimate, the elevated railroads 
of New York are computed to have cost 18 
million dollars, but the company has added to 
that 21 millions of watered stock, and thus 
reduced the rate of income below the limit 
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allowed by law. By this expedient, the peo- 
ple who travel on tjiese roads are robbed of a 
million and a half every year, which should 
be divided among them in the form of reduced 
rates. Even this amount seems small when 
compared with the robbery perpetrated by 
the railroads of these United States, which 
have watered their stock to the extent of four 
thousand million dollars. 

Think of it, ye honest employees and work- 
ingmen ! Those railroad cormorants, not satis- 
fied with a liberal income on the capital in- 
vested, actually filch from the produce of in- 
dustry over two hundred million dollars 
every year. The human mind is unable to 
grasp the magnitude of the fraud. But this 
is not the worst. 

It dwindles to insignificance compared 
with the vast sums extorted from labor by the 
owners of land for permission to use the sur- 
face of the earth for the benefit of man. This 
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is the source of all those astounding rob- 
beries. This monopoly of land makes all other 
monopolies possible. It is the trunk of the 
deadly upas tree that has blasted the life of 
nations. All other forms of oppression are 
but its branches. While it stands and flour- 
ishes, every branch lopped off will sprout 
again with renewed vigor. 

The owner of a block of land on Market 
street can sell the bare land for over a mil- 
lion and a half, which means that he has the 
power to extort one hundred thousand dol- 
lars a year from those who use it for indus- 
trial or commercial purposes. The merchants 
and workingmen on that block contribute more 
to maintain the pomp and luxury of that idle 
parasite than they do for the support of 
their own families. What becomes of the 
natural equality of man when an insignificant 
few, whom we have allowed to monopolize the 
resources of Nature, seize and squander the 



The Truth mil make you Free 135 

wealth which the toil and industry of multi-» 
tudes produced Think of the vast sums ex- 
torted from laborers in county and city for 
permission to use the land whose value is the 
result of their presence and their industry. 
But you say that hias been so from time im- 
memorial and it always will be. Not at all! 
As soon as you see clearly its monstrous in- 
justice, it will crumble to pieces. If it existed 
from creation's dawn to the present hour, 
down it must go. Though it was celebrated 
in history and song, down it must go, for no 
circumstance of pomp or power, no duration 
in time nor extension in space, can ever conse- 
crate a wrong. 

Again I hear some one ask: "What is the 
connection between land monopoly and rail- 
road extortion r' Do you not see it? Have 
you not heard of the alternate section of land 
granted by your representatives for building 
those roads? It is all right to grant land for 
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to evade it as the ten per cent income limit 
of New York. 

A few months ago the City Council of Oak- 
land granted a franchise for a railroad 
through one of the principal streets. Now the 
landowners along that street contest their 
right of way because the smoke and noise will 
be an annoyance to them, but the public are 
as silent as if they had no right to inter- 
fere, whereas the only valid reasons why this 
road should be built at all are the convenience 
and the profit of the whole population of the 
city. In fact, the rent of our street railroads 
should pay half the expenses of the city gov- 
ernment. 

More than a century ago our forefathers 
rebelled against the British Government be- 
cause they were required to pay an insignifi- 
cant tax on stamps and tea. 'Tis true they 
said they objected to taxation without repre- 
sentation. Do you submit so tamely to be 
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robbed of millions of dollars which your la- 
bor produces, because your representatives 
concoct the schemes of plunder? Are those 
henchmen of monopoly your representatives! 
If not, why do you elect them! Working- 
men of San Francisco, awaken to a sense of 
your duty and think for yourselves. Do not 
again follow the lead of Boss Buckley, Boss 
Higgins, or any other boss. Don't be de- 
ceived by their promises. What have they 
ever done for you! They sometimes allow 
a few dozen workingmen, Avho are a disgrace 
to their honest calling, to share, to the extent 
of one per cent, perhaps, in the schemes of 
plunder they inaugurate, while they mortgage 
the labor of yourselves and your children to 
the vampires that fatten on the life-blood of 
industry. 

Do not be misled by the specious catchword 
Democrat or Republican. These names once 
were the signs of honorable sentiments, but 
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now the things concealed by those high-sound- 
ing words are so corrupt and fetid that it 
would be hard to find a name which could 
adequately describe them. Resolve that you 
will no longer help, either directly or indi- 
rectly, the corruption and robbery of party 
politics. There are plenty of honest and in- 
telligent men among you who know what we 
want, and will advocate it without fear or 
favor. Seek out such men, and you shall find 
them. Elect them to represent you, and se- 
cure the freedom and happiness of yourselves 
and your children. 

**Now is the accepted time. 

Awake! Arise! or be forever fallen.'' 



SHORT SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN 



No. VIII. 



Property, Land and Capital. 

All men belner constituted equal or similar to one 
another and consequently independent and free, 
each one is the absolute master, the full proprietor 
of his own person and of the produce of his labor. 

Men being equal and free, owingT nothing to each 
other, have no right to require anything from one 
another only in as much as they return an equal 
value for it. It is this equality, this equilibrium 
which is called Justice. — Francis Volney. 

Fellow- Workmen : Man being absolute 
owner of his own person is consequently abso- 
lute owner of the produce of his labor. This 
is his property to use, to exchange it for the 
produce of another's labor or to bestow it on 
somebody else at his pleasure. There is no 

other just or natural property right. Other 
so-called rights of property are not rights at 
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all ; they are privileges or monopolies granted 
by governments to individuals or corpora- 
tions, and are revoked at the will of the peo- 
ple. We should study this subject of prop- 
erty rights carefully, for the popular idea 
of it is extremely indefinite, and unless the 
people understand their rights it is idle to 
expect their government to maintain or se- 
cure them. In my last discourse I called your 
attention to the vast amount of wealth plun- 
dered from the people of this country through 
the expedient of watering stock. The fraudu- 
lent stock issued by our railroad companies 
amounts to four thousand million dollars. 
This plunder they call their property, they 
demand insolently that the government shall 
protect it for them as if it was the result 
of their honest labor; and they insist upon 
the right, forsooth ! to pillage from the people 
of these United States two hundred million 
dollars a year, as if they had actually invested 
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capital to the amount of four thousand mil- 
lions in industrial enterprise and were en- 
titled to this income as the legitimate reward 
of their labor. All this stock does not repre- 
sent one dollar's worth of actual wealth. 
What it does represent is the power which 
the land and the franchises granted by our 
representatives gives those corporations to rob 
the people of more than two hundred million 
dollars a year, and this is no fictitious wealth 
like their bogus stock, but the produce of 
honest labor. 

If the total amount pillaged by the water 
and gas companies of the country were com- 
puted it would not fall far short of that sum. 
These corporations obtain charters to furnish 
people with light and water, two essential 
commodities plentifully supplied by nature. 
They invest a certain amount in the neces- 
sary work, and at the beginning levy rates 
sufficient to pay a liberal interest on the in- 
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vestment, but as the demand increases with 
the growth of population they are able to 
extort from the people an amount altogether 
disproportionate to the sum invested in the 
enterprise. In vain are laws enacted to re- 
strict their exactions ^within reasonable limits. 
They evade all such laws. They call the enor- 
mous income extorted from the people 6 or 8 
per cent of an imaginary capital and issue 
stock to represent the principal. Take as an 
instance the gas companies of New York. They 
had capital invested to the amount of eleven 
million dollars and drew as an income 25 per 
cent per annum of that sum, but as the law 
requires them to reduce the rates whenever 
the income exceeds 10 per cent of the invest- 
ment, they called the $2,700,000 which they 
annually receive from the people 7 per cent 
of an imaginary capital and issued stock 
amounting to over 39 millions to represent it. 
Thus they created 28 millions of fraudulent 
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property, or capital stock as they call it, and 
rob their customers of nearly 2 million dol- 
lars a year as the interest on that fraud. In 
order to restrict in some measure the power 
of these corporations to plunder the people, 
a bill was introduced into the legislature pro- 
viding for a board of commissioners whose 
duty it should be to examine the quality of 
the gas furnished, regulate its price, etc. Af- 
ter a hard struggle the bill passed both houses 
of the legislature, but the governor vetoed 
it on the plea that those commissioners would 
have the power to destroy property worth 
many millions of dollars. Property! What 
is the property his excellency was so anxious 
to secure t The 28 millions of watered stock, 
which does not represent one dollar's worth 
of real value, but which enables the gas 
companies of New York to rob the peo- 
ple of nearly two million dollars a year. He 
is very anxious that this power to plunder 
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should be secured to the corporations, but has 
no concern for the people who are robbed. 
It would be strange indeed if the governor 
is so morally blind as to believe that this 
fraudulent stock has any claim to be consid- 
ered property. Perhaps some of it has found 
its way into his pockets, as those companies 
make a practice of placing their stock where 
it will do the most good, viz, in the hands of 
legislators and other influential persons, for 
they have reason to know that 

"Mankind ia unco' weak and little to be trusted 
And if self the wavering balance shake, 'tis rarely 
right adjusted." 

They sometimes permit a portion of this 
valuable stock to fall into the hands of honest, 
respectable people who do not understand the 
real inwardness of their manipulations, and 
this gives them opportunity to raise howls 
of indignation whenever it is proposed to 
limit their power to plunder the people. 
* * What an outrage ! ' ' they cry. * * Would you 
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rob the innocent parties* who have paid their 
honest earnings for this stock?" No. Let 
those innocent parties be indemnified from 
the plunder hoarded by the dishonest cor- 
porations, but let the robbery cease. When 
we consider the rapid production of wealth 
in our time, and the unlimited power confer- 
red on corporations and landowners to plun- 
der industry the multiplication of million- 
aires need no longer surprise us. If we trace 
the origin of those vast fortunes which excite 
the envy and admiration of vulgar minds, 
and fill with alarm the lovers of freedom and 
of humanity, we shall find that they proceed 
directly or indirectly from some monopoly 
or franchise which gives a license to its pos- 
sessor to plunder the laborer. Let me give 
you a few instances of wealthy landed pro- 
prietors. An island in the Sacramento river 
is owned by four or five Englishmen, only 
one of whom has ever seen it. They employ 
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an overseer to manage their property and su- 
perintend the men who cultivate the land, 
and they draw from it an income of $800,000 
a year which they have done nothing to pro- 
duce, and for which they give nothing in re- 
turn. This income justly belongs to the peo- 
ple of California, for it is the product of the 
land whose value arises from their presence 
and of the labor exerted on it. Yet we allow 
ourselves to be robbed of this wealth by a 
syndicate of aliens, who by reason of their 
monopoly of this land can issue to-morrow 
paper certificates of stock which will sell for 
10 million dollars. When the population of 
California has doubled they can rob us of 
$200,000 a year and value their land at 30 
millions instead of 10. You may often hear 
people say: **It is really too bad that all 
this money goes out of the country. It should 
be kept here, for we need capital to develop 
our resources." It makes little difference to 
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the workingmen, unless they prefer to be plun- 
dered by their countrymen rather than by 
foreigners. Let us see how the wealth of our 
landed proprietors in town and country helps 
to develop our resources. Suppose that every 
house on the little triangular block bounded 
by Market, Post and Kearny streets were 
burned to ashes, the owners could sell the 
bare land for about four million dollars. Does 
that money belong to them ? Does it represent 
the product of their labor? No. It is the 
price of the power which that land gives its 
owners to extort from the labor of those who 
use it $250,000 a year. What is this but rob- 
bery? Taking the produce of labor and giv- 
ing nothing in return. Does it develop trade 
to extort from the merchants of our large 
cities such exorbitant rents for the use of the 
land, that God made free to all, that oter 95 
per cent of them fail ? That of every hundred 
traders only four or five succeed in making a 
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living? A short time ago the newspapers re- 
ported the death of an old citizen of San 
Francisco, and informed the public that he 
left about 11 million dollars to his heirs. 
How did he amass so much wealth % He didn 't 
require to amass it. He bought a large tract 
of land at 25 cents an acre, and owing to the 
increase of population and other causes in- 
dependent of him, his heirs are now able to 
extort from those whose labor makes that land 
productive two hundred dollars an acre. Does 
it develop the resources of a country to op- 
press -the industrious with such grievous 
burdens ? 

Those millionaires who own large tracts of 
land or other monopolies secured by fran- 
chises, draw their vast incomes from the plun- 
der of labor, and cannot spend a tithe of what 
they receive; yet they are ravenous for more 
and are eagerly seeking profitable invest- 
ments for their capital. Capital is defined by 
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economists as wealth saved from the produce 
of labor and employed for the production of 
more wealth, but the capital of these pluto- 
crats is saved from the plunder of industry 
and used to effect further robberies. They 
know that a monopoly of Nature's resources 
is the surest and most profitable investment 
for their money, because it is a license for the 
perpetual plunder of labor. They send out 
their agents to explore the country and select 
the most favored situations. They appropri- 
ate the land on the margins of rivers and 
around the harbors on the sea coast. They 
monopolize the fertile valleys and the waters 
needed for the irrigation of their arid plains, 
and when they have secured the natural cen- 
ters of industry they invite labor to come and 
develop the resources of the country. They ad- 
vertise the advantages of the situatioii and 
project excursions to display them to possi- 
ble customers. They sell the climate, the sun- 
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set, the grand mountain prospects, the anchor- 
age in the neighborhood, harbors and every- 
thing which Nature freely provides for the use 
of man. They cut down the grand forests of 
our mountain slopes, export the timber to 
foreign countries, and then sell the bare, de- 
nuded land to some Industrious farmer, driven 
into solitude, who must toil for years before 
he gets an adequate return for his labor. 
This is the way our millionaires develop the 
resources of the country. And when pricjes 
are booming and speculators are making for- 
tunes by the rapid transfer of land, the press 
rejoices over such evidences of prosperity. 
Prosperity? The prosperity of such vam- 
pires foretells the ruin of industry. High 
rents for land mean low wages for labor, 
small profits for the farmer and high prices 
for the consumers of his produce. No honest 
man whose capital is derived from the pro- 
ceeds of his labor can compete with the mo- 
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nopolist who collects toll from industry to 
the amount of hundreds of thousands a year. 
Such a one can freeze out the most energetic 
rival, and many an industrious trader has 
reason to know how mercilessly that process 
is applied. 

There is no justice for labor, no permanent 
relief for industry possible, until we have 
got rid of monopoly in all its forms. 



SHORT SERMONS TO WORKINQMEN 



No. IX. 



Land, Labor, Capital. 

"Wealth consists In natural products which have 
been modified by human exertion, so as to fit them 
for tlxe gratification of human desires." 

"Nothing: which Nature supplies to man without 
his labor is wealth." — Henry Georgre. 

Fellow- Workmen : Those things which 
are absolutely essential to life Nature has sup- 
plied with boundless liberality, and as all 
men are equally in need of them, she has 
furnished them freely for the benefit of all. 
Such are air, light, heat, land and water. 
None of these essentials of life can be classed 
as wealth, for the labor of man has had no 
share in their production; and for the 
same reason they cannot be classed as 
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property. They are given freely by Nature 
to the whole human race, and no one should 
be suffered to appropriate and claim tribute 
for the smallest portion of Nature's gifts. 

If we were told that a savage potentate 
claimed to own the sun and levied a tribute 
from his people for the use of its light, and 
that when anyone was found unable or unwill- 
ing to pay the tribute required, he was pun- 
ished by having one or both of his eyes gouged 
out, we should consider the impious assump- 
tion of such savage most monstrous and un- 
natural; and if we were further informed 
that his subjects, far from disputing his 
claim, looked upon all who failed to pay the 
tribute exacted as dangerous criminals were 
not only justly punished by being deprived 
of sight, but who deserved in addition the 
neglect and scorn of their fellow-men, we 
should consider such abject creatures below 
the level of humanity. 
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Yet we allow monopoly of land and boast 
of our enlightenment. We are as irrational 
and stupid as those supposed savages. If 
some great autocrat, like the Czar of Russia, 
were to announce himself to the world as the 
Vicegerent of God, and by virtue of his office 
should claim the whole earth as his property, 
asserting his absolute right to levy tribute 
from all who made use of any portion of its 
surface, and to inflict the penalty of death 
by starvation upon such as refused or were 
unable to pay, we would then, perhaps, see 
clearly the monstrous injustice of the owner- 
ship of land, and the absurdity of submitting 
to such a system. 

But suppose such autocrat were to delegate 
his pov/er to a number of his minions, author- 
izing them to collect the tribute and inflict 
the penalty for failure to pay it, wherein 
would it diflfer from the system to which we 
now render such blind and unquestioned 
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obedience? Our government authorizes cer- 
tain persons to possess the land, to extort trib- 
ute for the use of it, and to impose sentence 
of death upon all who are unable to pay it. 
If that sentence is not oftener carried out, 
it is simply because all our land is not yet 
appropriated. 

In other lands, such executions are fre- 
quent. You know that Gladstone, who cannot 
be suspected of being partial in his testimony, 
has declared to the world that in Ireland an 
eviction is equivalent to a sentence of death. 
And unless we are wise in time the day will 
come when an eviction in America will mean 
the same thing. 

Land is not wealth, my friends, but its pos- 
session gives to an individual the power to 
seize the produce of the labor exerted upon 
it, and our laws allow him to call that his 
property. In plain terms, it is nothing more 
nor less than the booty of the robber. 
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All wealth is the product of two ultimate 
factors, land and labor; for since capital it- 
self is wealth produced from land and labor, 
and employed in the production of more 
wealth, it performs but a secondary part in 
production, and therefore land and labor are 
the only primary factors of wealth. Land 
supplies the material which labor fashions 
for the use of man ; thus modified, it is wealth, 
and if there were no monopoly of land, the 
laborer would be the only capitalist. 

Since land is not wealth, being freely fur- 
nished by nature to all men, so the rent ex- 
torted by the so-called owner is not wealth. 
In the payment of rent, that portion of rent 
resulting from the factor land, which in jus- 
tice belongs to the whole people, is taken 
from them by an individual who has no more 
right to it than the poorest child in the land. 
This rent is neither property nor capital; it 
is simply plunder. If all rent exacted for the 
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use of land were to-morrow declared illegal, 
not one atom of property would be destroyed. 
What the landlord would lose, the tenant 
would gain. There would be a wider distri- 
bution of wealth, and the general well-being 
would be advanced. 

We should study these subjects exhaust- 
ively, that we may understand the causes that 
combine to oppress us, and that we may not 
be liable to be misled by false and venal 
teachers, who try to pervert our judgment 
for the base purpose of perpetuating our sub- 
jection. 

Prominent among these false teachers is 
a certain McLean, whose name indicates that 
he came from the land of Adam Smith, the 
father of political economy. This individual 
has recently written a book on economics, in 
which he tries to overturn those theories 
which are received by the best thinkers as 
the foundation of the science. He sees 
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no distinction between a man's right to what 
his labor produces and his right to grab a 
piece of land and levy toll on the crops raised 
by others on that land for all future time. 
He thinks that anything that can be exchanged 
for wealth is itself wealth; that stocks and 
bonds are wealth; that credit is wealth, and 
that a national debt may add enormously to 
the wealth of a nation. 

He has evidently examined the question by 
the help of monopoly spectacles of a high 
magnifying power when he fails to see that 
all these are expedients by which the wealth 
is taken (plunder) from the producer and 
given to some one who has not the shadow eft 
a right to it. Do stocks represent wealth? 
Sometimes they do. 

For example, when an irrigation company 
constructs a canal which costs a million dol- 
lars to convey water to an arid tract of land, 
and they issue stock for that amount, that 
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stock represents wealth. But when their 
monopoly of the water enables them to ex- 
tort from the cultivators of that tract a trib- 
ute amounting to a fair income on ten millions 
invested, and they issue $9,000,000 of watered 
stock to account for such income, those nine 
millions of stock are not wealth. They repre- 
sent nothing but the power which the mo- 
nopoly of water gives to transfer a large 
amouot of wealth from the producers to the 
plunderers, that is, the holders of the watered 
stock. If that stock were canceled by law, it 
would not destroy a cent's worth of wealth. 
It would simply leave it in the hands of the 
rightful owners. 

Is credit wealth? No, credit is given, that 
il^, money or wealth is loaned to such persons 
only as possess property. It is the transfer 
of a large amount of wealth, not then avail- 
able, for exchange as security for a nnaller 
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amount, which is so available, and the debtor 
in addition mortgages his labor, sells him- 
self into slavery, until all claims are satisfied. 
Creditors prefer a monopoly as security to 
rightful property, because the latter deterio- 
rates with time, whereas the former must in- 
crease in value as long as population continues 
to increase. 

Let me give you an instance of the working 
of credit. A millionaire of Texas died a few 
months ago, and the local papers, in fulsome 
obituary notices, extolled his enterprising 
public spirit, and deplored the loss of a man 
who had done more than any other to develop 
the resources of the locality. He was in truth 
an ignorant and miserly German, devoured 
by an insatiable thirst for wealth, and will- 
ing to sacrifice honor, principle and human 

sympathy to obtain it. He secured a tract of 
land on the site of San Antonio, and put up 

a few houses. He posed as a friend of the 
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laborer, and encouraged his workmen to in- 
vest in real estate. He had no diflSculty in 

proving to their satisfaction that this is the 
surest road to wealth, and in order to - help 
them to acquire it he kept back every week 
a portion of each man's wages until he had 
saved enough to buy a lot. He then sold him 
one at a good profit, and represented the ad- 
visability of improving it. A mortgage on 
the lot would be sufficient security ^or the 
money needed in building, and he was always 
willing to furnish the funds on such security. 
The workman felt that if health and employ- 
ment continued he would b^ able to meet 
his obligations, but such hope was seldom 
realized. These poor men usually purchased 
their lots when real estate was booming, and 
by the time they had built their houses and 
paid off a large part of the debt the periodi- 
cal crisis was upon them, all building was 
stopped, their benevolent employer had no 
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more work for them, they fell behind in their 
payments, the mortgage was foreclosed, and 
their hard-earned property fell into the hands 
of the creditor, who had no difficulty in show- 
ing that at current rates it barely paid the 
amount due. 

By such foresight and business talent, whole 
blocks of houses fell into the hands of this 
landlord, and the rent derived from them fur- 
nished a constant and progressively increas- 
ing stream of capital, which helped him to 
develop more extensively the resources of the 
country. I have no doubt each one of you 
has heard of a parallel case of some enter- 
prising man who develops the resources of 
the country by grinding the faces of the poor ; 
but when a venal press teems with fulsome 
eulogies to the memory of such a man, many 
a ruined victim of his avarice utters curses 
deep and bitter, and rejoices that the number 
of man's oppressors is diminished by one. 
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**A national debt is a source of wealth/' 
says our teacher of economics! Yes, if rob- 
bing Peter to pay Paul increases the wealth 
of the country, so also does a national debt. 
**A national debt,'' said Lord Bolingbroke in 
1848, **is a method by which one part of the 
nation is pawned to the other, with hardly any 
hope of ever being redeemed." A nationaj 
debt is the most diabolical engine of robbery 
and oppression ever invented by the genius 
of despotism. It is the bulwark of despots. 
They have been known to provoke a foreign 
war or incite their subjects to rebellion to in- 
crease the national debt. It increases the 
number of their adherents, for every drone 
who shares in the plunder will help to sus- 
tain the system that supplies it, and it re- 
duces the overburdened masses to hopeless 
subjection. 

English aristocrats boast that their national 
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debt is the strength of their government, and 
we have heard American plutocrats declare 
that we cannot hope for a stable government 
without a large national debt. Well, we do 
not want a stable government. We want a 
flexible government— one that can be accom- 
modated to the many changes and reforms 
so urgently needed at the present time. Al- 
ready it opposes too much resistance, and any 
increase of stability might occasion a revolu- 
tion that would bring ruin to the government 
and extermination to the plutocrats. 

A national debt is a necessity to a despotism, 
but it is a cancer that eats away the life of a 
republic. When our country was engaged 
in a deadly struggle for existence, our gov- 
ernment issued bonds to meet the expenses of 
the war. These bonds, which were sold at a 
fraction of their face, are still bearing inter- 
est on the full face value, and the heirs of 
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those who stayed at home at ease are now 
living in luxury on the fruits of the toil of 
the children of the patriots who died for their 
country. It was a deplorable mistake, and it 
could have been avoided ; for when a govern- 
ment, instituted to secure the equal rights 
of the people, found it necessary to require 
the poor man to sacrifice his life for the 
safety of his country, it should have compelled 
the rich man to surrender his surplus wealth 
for the same holy cause. The expenses of the 
contest could thus be defrayed without mort- 
gaging the industry of the country for half 
a century for the benefit of a few thousand 
idle drones. Having made such a grievous mis- 
take, it is the duty of the government to pay 

* 

the debt as quickly as possible, and it should 
be our business to see that it is done with- 
out imposing any further tax on production, 
for such tax is always paid by the industrious 
classes. Let it be paid from the unearned in- 
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crement that is now poured so lavishly into 
the coflfers of monopoly tax— that is, by a 
tax on land— for that is the only tax that 
cannot be shifted on the laborer. 



SHORT SERMONS TO WORKINGMEN 



How to put an End to the Robbery of Labor. 

"It is not enough that men should vote; it is not 
enough that they should be theoretically equal be- 
fore the law. They must have liberty to avail 
themselves of the opportunities and means of life; 
they must stand on equal terms with reference to 
the bounty of nature. Political liberty, when the 
equal right of land is denied, becomes as population 
increases and invention goes on, merely the liberty 
to compete for employment at starvation wages. 

— Henry George. 

Fellow- Workmen : Combinations among 
tradesmen for purposes of mutual protection 
are not of recent origin. In England, as far 
back as 1249, after the plague had decimated 
the population, combinations of workmen were 
formed to secure better pay for their labor, 
but they were compelled by law to work at 
former rates. Soon after acts were passed to 
regulate the diet and dress of the working 
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classes, and for over two hundred years the 
price paid for labor was fixed by law. In 
1548 a law was enacted to punish as criminals 
all who combined to do only certain kinds of 
work and to wcfrk no more than a certain 
number of hours a day. Such restrictive en- 
actments continued to be enforced during 
succeeding centuries against laborers who as- 
sociated for mutual protection, while their 
employers were left free to combine for the 
reduction of wages to the lowest living stand- 
ard. 

At present combinations of workingmen are 
practically unrestricted, as long as their oper- 
ations are kept within the limits of the law. La- 
bor organizations have multiplied very rapidly 
during the last fifty years. They are gener- 
ally mutual insurance societies, and among 
them the trades unions are perhaps the most 
popular. Their chief objects are to provide 
work for members out of employment, to reg- 
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ulate the number of apprentices, to support 
those who strike for higher wages or to oppose 
reductions, and to regulate the hours of labor. 
In 1864 was established the International 
Workmen's Association, and at the first gen- 
eral congress at Geneva in 1866 a constitu- 
tion was adopted on the principle that ''The 
subjection of labor to monopolies lies at the 
root of all servitude, degradation and dis- 
tress; that the emancipation of the working 
classes must be wrought out by themselves, 
and to this object every political movement 
should be subordinated." 

This association did much to unite working- 
men of all nationalities, and, although the 

Franco-German war partially disrupted the 

bonds of brotherhood, yet the work ^ goes 

slowly on. ** Where two or three are gathered 

together in my name," says Christ, ** there am 

I in the midst"; and so it is with the spirit 

of truth. When earnest men meet to deliber- 
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ate each one learns something from his neigh- 
bor and his perceptions of truth grow clearer 
and stronger. 

In the organizations of labor lie the hope 
of the workingmen ; education alone can make 
them free. The Knights of Labor are uniting 
the trades unions into one solid phalanx and 
the ties of common brotherhood are throwing 
down the barriers of guild and class. This 
spirit of mutual aid and kindness is as en- 
couraging as is the sense of the power of 
union. But strength is not enough, my friends. 
Without intelligence to direct it, it is as the 
force of the tornado which is powerful for de- 
struction alone. This is why I beg of you to 
study the conditions that environ us by the 
light of reason and experience. Reflect care- 
fully on the following points: 

Since all wealth, including capital, is the 
result of labor exercised on material fur- 
nished by land, therefore labor is the right- 
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ful owner of the wealth produced and the 
laborer needs no charity; he wants only jus- 
tice. If justice were done there would be no 
need of sacrifices for mutual assistance, for 
there would be no distress. The workingmen's 
willing hands could easily supply all his needs 
and comforts and make him truly free. 

Land is the great reservoir which supplies 
the food of man and also all the material on 
which he must labor. It is furnished by Na- 
ture free for all, like the light of the sun or 
the air we breathe, but by suflfering a few 
to appropriate it we reduce all the rest to a 
condition of slavery, making them absolutely 
dependent on the power and caprice of the 
landlords. 

Justice demands that each one should re- 
turn a full equivalent for every benefit he 
receives, but a monopoly empowers the mo- 
nopolist to rob the laborer of the greater part 
of the wealth he produces, and give nothing 
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in return for it. As labor through the aid of 
macninery and the increase of population be- 
comes more productive, so the demand for- 
material increases and the value of land aug- 
ments with great rapidity. 

The landlord in a populous city is now able 
to extort rent for the land in a single block 
. to the amount of from a quarter to a half a 
million dollars a year or to capitalize the 
rental value, and sell the land for from four 
to nine million dollars, the purchasers well 
knowing that they can extract from the in- 
dustries carried on there an, income that 
will amply repay the investment. All this 
given in return. 

Think of it, you who declaim against the 
system of profits that impoverishes the laborer, 
and explain if you can how a merchant or a 
manufacturer can do business without profit 
that seems exorbitant when he is compelled 
to pay such enormous sums for ihe use of the 
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land which Nature gave free to all. If you de- 
sire to put an end to the profit system, abolish 
land monopoly, for naught else will avail. See 
monopoly appropriating land or buying it at 
i;wenty-five cents an acre and after a few years 
selling the same land for two hundred, or 
renting it to industry at fifteen or twenty dol- 
lars an acre per annum. 

See it investing this plunder in business or 
in manufactures and freezing out the men who 
^aved their capital from their honest labor. 
See our railroad corporations through their 
monopoly of land and of the grand highways 
graded by the forces of nature, not only earn- 
ing a generous income on the money invested 
in the enterprise, but issuing four thousand 
millions of fraudulent stock and actually rob- 
bing the people of two hundred million dol- 
lars a year. See those corporations combining 
with monopolists of lands, mines, oil wells, 
and for the purpose of mutual profit and by 



176 Educate that you may he Free 

rebates swelling the plunder of their con- 
federates while charging the poor man double 
rates for the transportation of his produce. 
See our public roads, once free to all, now 
converted into an engine of oppression by 
means of which a soulless corporation builds 
up towns and villages or crushes them out of 
existence for their profit, their convenience, 
or the gratification of a spirit of revenge. See 
the Standard Oil Trust, by monopolizing a 
product which Nature furnishes free as water, 
and by combining with railroad companies, 
freezing out all competitors and drawing from 
the people an income almost incalculable. The 
gasoline, naphtha, paraffine and other pro- 
ducts involved in the distillation of the oil, 
pay all the expenses of production and trans- 
portation, leaving the price obtained for the 
oil net profit. 

Some idea of the enormous amount of their 
income may be derived from the fact that the 
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export to foreign lands now amounts to forty- 
seven million dollars a year, and as the home 
consumption probably exceeds that amount 
their annual income reaches ninety-five mil- 
lion dollars a year, and the stock representing 
this income computeii at 5 per cent would 
amount to eighteen hundred million dollars. 
Is it any wonder that such a company can 
purchase at pleasure either state or national 
legislatures and prevent the passage of any 
law that might interfere with their power to 
plunder the people? See the eflfect of water 
monopoly as exemplified by the Spring Valley 
Company. 

But how can we remedy this evil, you ask! 
Easily enough, my friends. Our ignorance 
alone has led to its development, and as soon 
as we recognize its nature we can destroy it 
at a breath. In the words of the I. W. A. 
platform, **The subjection of labor to mono- 
polies lies at the root of all servitude, degrada- 



178 Educate that you may be Free 

tion and distress of the working classes. 
Their emancipation must be wrought out by 
themselves, and to this object every political 
movement should be subordinated." Use the 
ballot for the emancipation of labor and not 
for the profit of political bosses and their 
corrupt and degraded satellites. 

Remember that the two factors of wealth 
are land and labor, that the former belongs 
to the community and the latter to the indi- 
vidual, that by allowing monopoly in land we 
have given the value of all raw material in 
production to a class of idlers who do nothing 
and give nothing in return ; but by restoring 
this value to the people we can insure an equal 
and just distribution of wealth. This can be 
done by requiring each landholder to pay the 
rental value of his land into the public treas- 
ury to be used for public expenses, and by 
abolishing every other species of taxation, the 
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great bulk of which is always shifted onto 
the laboring classes. 

The fund derived from the rent of land 
alone y»'ould not only pay all the expenses of 
government, but would also furnish us with 
free schools, libraries, botanical gardens, 
parks, museums, baths, halls for lectures and 
dramatic representations, etc.; while trans- 
port,^ travel, telegraph and telej>hone eommu 
nication would be cheaper in proportion than 
the carriage of postal matter now is. There- 
fore, workingmen, elect your own representa- 
tives instead of voting for the agents of 
monopoly, instruct them to abolish all present 
taxation and provide for the expenses of gov- 
ernment by a single tax on land. 

The first objection I hear to this plan is 
stated as follows: ''If it is wrong for an in- 
dividual to collect rent for land, it must also 
be wrong for the community; and what does 
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it matter to John Jones whether he pays rent 
for his forty acres to a landlord or to the 
State r' It is wrong for an individual to 
take from labor wealth for which he gives 
nothing in return, for he has not created the 
value of the land. It is right for the State 
to require rent for it because the value of the 
land is created by the community, and to the 
people it rightfully belongs. 

Our government is based on the principle 
that all men are born equal, but by giving to 
one or more individuals a monopoly of land, 
the reservoir of all the material on which men 
must labor, we destroy equality at its source, 
and no legislative power can restore it until 
such monopoly is abolished. The value of 
land varies with! its productiveness, or its 
favorable situation, and it is only just that 
the owner should pay to the community the 
value of such advantage; he is thus placed on 
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an equality with his fellow-men in the free 
use of the product of labor. 

When John Jones pays the rent of his forty 
acres to a landlord he gets no return for it, 
and he has to pay taxes for the expenses of 
government besides; but when he pays rent 
to the state, he has no other taxes to pay ; be- 
sides, the owner of the forty thousand acres 
adjoining John's farm pays rent for that 
tract into the public treasury, and draws 
therefrom exactly the same dividend as John 
Jones or the feeblest citizen that works in the 
city. Thus would be formed a grand co-oper- 
ative labor association with an enormous fund 
drawn from Nature's free gift to man, in 
which every inhabitant of the state would be 
an equal shareholder, and every member 
would be free to employ his skill and talents 
in the labor for which he was best fitted, and 
to receive and enjoy the full reward of his 
industry. 
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Another objection urged by our successful 
citizens is this: ''If you prevent the collection 
of rents and ihe sale of lands, you destroy 
speculation, you will kill the enterprise which 
is the mainspring of commerce and manufac- 
tures, and they will be sure to decay." 

Kill enterprise, say yout Whose enter- 
prise? 

Will it kill the enterprise of the laborer to 
know that he is certain to receive the full 
value of his work? Will it kill the enterprise 
of the farmer to be assured of a remunerative 
market for all his produce, and to feel secure 
that no railroad monopoly can plunder him 
of *'all that the traffic will bear?" Will it 
kill the enterprise of the merchant to find 
himself in a. community whose members are 
able and willing to purchase his wares (for 
they are not deterred by any prudential rea- 
sons from satisfying their needs or gratifying 
their desire for comfort and beauty) ? Will it 
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kill the enterprise of the manufacturer to be 
relieved from the bugbear of over-production, 
to know that talent and taste will be at a 
premium, and the demand for the useful, the 
graceful, and the ornamental will be practical- 
ly unlimited as human desire? 

This system of taxation will certainly put 
an end to the speculation of the gambler, for 
there can be no more corners in coal, grain, 
oil, etc., and no more chance to water stocks. 
The occupation of the land grabber, too, will 
be gone. He can no longer say to labor : " 'Tis 
true I did not make this land, but I have cor- 
ralled it ; it is mine and you must pay the trib- 
ute I demand for its use before you produce 
a single blade of gra^ss upon it.*' 

Yes, it will kill the enterprise of the gam- 
bler and the robbery of labor will no longer 
be possible. Is not this a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished? Workingmen of Cali- 
fornia, use the ballot as free men should. 
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Spurn alike the gold of the tempter and the 
poisoned draught that makes of the wise man 
a driveling fool, scorn the base flatterer who 
smiles but to betray. Stand erect in the fear- 
less dignity of manhood, and free yourselves 
forever from monopoly's thraldom. 



RENT AND PUBLIC REVENUE 



"The unearned increment, known as rent, does 
not belong to the so-called owners of the land.'* 

Francis Volney, in his able article on tax- 
ation, wherein he recommends throwing the 
burden of the support of government on the 
land alone, advocates the only reform which 
can effect the enfranchisement of industry, 
and secure to the laborer a fair reward for 
his labor. This reform is at the foundation 
of all others, and until it is effected any 
measure to alleviate the condition of the work- 
ing classes can give but partial and temporary 
relief. 

The value of land is the fund signed by 
Nature herself to defray the expenses of gov- 
ernment. It grows with the growth of the 
population, and increases in proportion to the 
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needs of the community. It is the unearned 
increment known as rent, which John Stuart 
Mill declares does not belong to the so-called 
owner of the land, because he has not pro- 
duced it. Henry George, in his great work, 
** Progress and Poverty,'* shows most convinc- 
ingly that this unearned increment is the di- 
rect result of the numbers and industry of the 
whole population. It consequently belongs to 
the community, and should be devoted to pub- 
lic uses. So long, therefore, as society blindly 
persists in transferring to individuals this 
common fund designed by Nature for com- 
mon purposes, and imposes the burden of sup- 
porting the government on the industrious 
classes, so long must production be restricted 
and producers enslaved. 

Let us examine this rent of land, this un- 
earned increment, and trace its origin and 
growth. Those who have lived in California 
twenty or thirty years, and noticed its rapid 
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progress in population, industry and wealth, 
will have no difficulty in discerning the cause 
of the increase of land value. The few immi- 
grants who came to California in '49 found 
here an insignificant pueblo, undisturbed by 
the hum of industry and heedless of the rush 
of progress. Land possessed little or no 
value, and though the broad acres of the 
Spanish rancher might be a source of pride, 
the profit derived from them was exceedingly 
small. The discovery of gold attracted to 
California an eager crowd of adventurers 
from every civilized land beneath the sun. 
Many of these adventurers, fresh from 
the populous cities and industrial centers of 
Europe and the Eastern States, were not slow 
to recognize the great natural advantages of 
the little pueblo as an induistrial mart, and 
proceeded to locate or purchase, at a trifling 
expense, lots of land along the water front 
and in other favored situations. 
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As population poured in, the demand for 
land became urgent, and the competition for 
the more convenient and accessible sites soon 
enhanced their value ten thousandfold. Every 
house erected, every successful manufacturing 
or industrial enterprise inaugurated, aug- 
mented this value, until in the year 1884, 
within the short space of 34 years, we find 
by the assessor's roll that it has attained the 
enormous magnitude of $129,052,283, and as 
this is not more than two-thirds of its ex- 
changeable or real value, the income derived 
from this source at the low rate of 5% would 
amount to $9,678,921 annually. 

And note well that this enormous accumu- 
lation of wealth is not caused by any quality 
inherent in the land itself, nor by the labor 
expended on it. Much of this land consisted 
of barren sand dunes, rocky heights and 
stagnant marshes. It is due solely and en- 
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tirely to the presence of population and to 
their combined industry. 

Where there is no population, land has no 
value. Where population is scarce and un- 
progressive, the value of land is extremely 
small, but wherever the population is dense 
and the division of labor carried out to the 
fullest extent, there the value of land is al- 
most incalculable. This, then, is the unearned 
increment which is produced by the com- 
munity, which is therefore community prop- 
erty, and which ought to be devoted to 
public uses for the common benefit of 
the whole population. It will be easily 
seen that this unearned increment, this com- 
mon wealth, would be fully adequate not 
only to defray the current and recognized ex- 
penses of government, as at present under- 
stood, but would suffice in addition to grade, 
sewer, and pave our streets, to light our houses, 
to furnish an abundant supply of pure and 
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wholesome water free to all, to provide and 
beautify public parks, recreation grounds and 
gymnasiums, to build our railroads, street 
cars, and ferry boats, to provide public halls 
and libraries, and even furnish the people 
with theaters and public baths that would 
surpass in convenience and comfort the en- 
during marble structures of ancient Greece 
and Borne. 

But instead of applying this common fund 
to public use, we have hitherto blindly permit- 
ted individuals to monopolize it. After rob- 
bing the public of their common fund, we 
have thrown upon the industrious classes the 
burden of supplying public uses, thereby 
producing a most unjust, unequal, and ruinous 
distribution of wealth, crippling industry and 
impoverishing labor. 

There is no more 'terrible and destructive 
agent than a natural force wasted or misap^ 
plied. The moisture so imperceptibly distilled 
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from the surface of the ocean, and piled upon 
the mountain tops in masses of snow, forms 
one of the greatest natural forces known to 
man. The water resulting from the melting 
ice and snow is received by the vegetation 
which meets it at the snow line, trickles slowly 
through the matted grass and herbage, is 
further impeded by the shrubs that clothe the 
higher mountain slopes, lingers around the 
trees of the forest belt, and so descends to the 
valley, its momentum checked and its force 
dissipated by clothing the steep declivity with 
life and verdure. A part of the descending 
water gets tangled among the roots of trees, 
follows them into the crevices of the rocks, 
and finds the hidden channels that lead to the 
subterranean sources of perennial springs. 
It emerges again far down the sides of the 
smiling valleys, tempers the sultry heat of 
summer with its refreshing coolness, and, 
uniting with the mountain streams, forms a 
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broad river, which carries verdure, beauty, 
happiness and plenty on its progress to its 
parent sea. 

This is the natural and beneficial function 
of this giant force. But when the selfish 
cupidity of man destroys the forests on the 
mountain slope the unchecked waters rush 
swiftly along, sweeping away the shallow soil 
of the upper slope and depositing it in the 
rocky crevices that lead to subterranean re- 
servoirs. As there is no obstacle to delay its 
headlong descent, it soon acquires a fierce 
momentum, plows deeply into the mountain- 
sides, dislodges great masses of rock which it 
grinds to fragments in its fury, and, rushing 
madly to the fated valley below, laden with 
its deadly freight of sand and rocks, scatters 
it over the fertile fields of the helpless and 
despairing husbandman. It dashes on with 
furious pace and plunges wildly into the 
ocean, exhausted by its short-lived fury, and 
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leaving behind a dry and arid expanse of 
desolation and ruin. 

In like manner the value of land, this com- 
mon fund provided by Nature, if properly 
applied, would become the most potent factor 
in promoting the civilization and happiness of 
the human race; but, diverted from its nat- 
ural use by the ignorance and selfishness of 
man, it is the most fruitful source of poverty, 
injustice, barbarity, and crime. The mistake 
of allowing the common fund to be appro- 
priated by individuals produces an arrogant 
and tyrannical plutocracy which presses like 
an incubus on the body politic, crushing down 
industry with ever-increasing force until it 
finally totters and falls, dragging down with 
it the merciless monster that fed upon its 
vitals and effected its ruin. This fatal mis- 
take has caused the decline and fall of power- 
ful empires and the ruin of splendid civiliza- 
tions. 
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Through this mistake in the application of 
Nature's forces, the jackall and hyena now 
prowl amid the ruins of Thebes and Athens, 
and the rubbish is piled around the enduring 
monuments of Rome. 

Let us profit by the lessons of history and 
apply the remedy in time. The remedy is 
simple justice. 

** Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and give unto God what belongs 
to God." 

Restore to the people what belongs to the 
people, and give to the laborer the value of 
his work. 



PEIVATE OWNERSHIP OF LAND 



How it affects the Condition of the Working 
Classes and the Progress of Improve- 
ments. 

In the preceding paper I dwelt upon the 
fact that the rent of land is produced by the 
industry of the whole community; that it is 
therefore community property, and if applied 
to its natural uses, would be amply sufficient 
to defray all community expenses; but being 
appropriated by individuals, becomes an 
engine of oppression, crippling industry and 
enslaving labor. 

Let us now imagine its operation more in 
detail : Among the early settlers of San Fran- 
cisco let us suppose Mr. L., a smart, intelligent 
man with a faculty for speculation. He sees 
at a glance the natural advantages of the 
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place, appropriates some land, starts a com- 
mercial business, and begins to make money. 
But possessing no aptitude for affairs, he does 
not succeed quite as well as his neighbors, and 
soon finds that C. will pay him as much for 
the use of his premises as he can make in his 
business. He therefore rents to C. and looks 
around. Population pours in, and M. offers 
him a handsome sum for the use of a lot near 
C.'s store, to start a manufactory. They both 
prosper, pay their employes generously, and 
make good profits. As their business increases, 
L. comes forward and demands the lion's share 
of their gains, as rent for his land, giving 
them the choice to pay what he asks or to 
vacate the premises. Since they cannot move 
out without great injury to their interests, 
they are forced to accept his conditions, and 
in order to meet their increased obligations, 
and procure at the same time their accustom- 
ed profit, they raise the price of their com- 



The Truth will make you Free 197 

modities and reduce the wages of their em- 
ployes. 

This is repeated again and again, each repe- 
tition rendering it more difficult for the labor- 
ers to procure the necessities of life and forc- 
ing them down to a lower standard of living. 
Finally this reacts on the employers. Fac- 
tories are closed, and men, women and chil- 
dren, who are employed there, are finally 
turned out to beg, steal or starve. The mer- 
chants reduce their prices in a vain effort to 
dispose of their wares, but there are no pur- 
chasers. The cry of hard times is heard on 
every side, and the wise heads assert that the 
trouble is caused by over-production. 

The fallacy of this assertion is apparent to 
anyone who will take the trouble to use the 
common sense that God has given him. In- 
stead of over-production, it is lack of consump- 
tion that gluts the market, for since the 
laborers constitute the great majority of the 
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population, it follows that if they are forced 
to limit their expenses to the merest neces- 
sities of life, the demand for all the products 
of industry must be greatly diminished. Thus 
this robbery of the people's wealth, like the 
two-edged sword of the destroying angel, cuts 
in both directions, crippling industry and 
enslaving labor, while the idle landlord, like 
the fabled Vampire, fattens on the ruin he 
produces. 

**But,'' it is objected, **if you refuse to the 
owner of land the privilege of doing what he 
pleases with his property, you remove the 
strongest incentive to improvement and a 
general stagnation would follow.'' Not so. In 
the first place, it is unjust to allow ** prop- 
erty" in land. Rightful property is the re- 
sult of labor, and since land is not the result 
of labor it is not property. In the next place, 
it is not the *' owner," but the *' occupier" of 
the land who makes the improvements. 
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• 

Let us consider the ease of Landowner and 
his Tenants, Commerce and Manufacture. 
When the latter find that their profits are all 
swallowed up by L. 's insatiable demands they 
try to effect an arrangement They propose to 
make the improvements which their increas- 
ing business requires, if L. will agree not to 
raise the rent for a specified time, and 
he consents on condition that the im- 
provements shall be of a good, sub- 
stantial character, and shall be given up 
to him unimpaired at the expiration of the 
time agreed on. The improvements are made, 
and L., having now an income more than suffi- 
cient to satisfy his most extravagant desires, 
invests the surplus in more land, water, mines, 
or other natural wealth, which the stupidity of 
his fellow-men permits him to treat as private 
property. He now indulges in foreign travel 
and cuts a figure in aristocratic circles. He 
cares nothing for the convenience, healthful- 
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ness, or beauty of his native city, and steadily 
opposes all improvements that do not tend 
directly to increase his wealth. He is in no 
need of money, and can afford to wait while 
the increase of population and industry aug- 
ment the value of his ''property'' a thousand- 
fold. 

Meanwhile commerce and industry, having 
been robbed of the wealth provided by 
Nature for community expenses, are obliged 
to tax themselves heavily to light the city, to 
furnish a supply of water, to provide for a 
fire department and a school department, to 
grade, sewer, and pave their streets, to build 
their roads, and improve their harbors. They 
must, besides all this, provide a large fund 
for penal uses (police courts, jails, etc.), 
rendered necessary by the poverty, injustice 
and crime consequent on the robbery of com- 
munity wealth ; and the landlords, they whose 
wealth is the direct result of public plunder. 



I 
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strenuously object to pay taxes for public 
uses. They oppose all local improvements 
that do not tend to augment their wealth, and 
wherever they possess a controlling interest 
effectually prevent them, thus helping to im- 
poverish their neighbors by reducing the value 
of their property, and forcing the march of 
improvement to seek a different locality, 
where, though the natural obstacles may be 
greater, the landlord curse is less oppressive. 
In this manner has the progress of many 
desirable districts in San Francisco been re- 
tarded. It is unnecessary to particularize, for 
instances of the kind will occur to the mind 
of every reader. The richer the landlords be- 
come the more fatal is their influence. They 
resist all taxation that bears upon themselves, 
and try to shift it upon those they have 
plundered. They employ their surplus wealth 
to corrupt legislation and to defeat justice. 
They purchase a venal press to pervert popular 
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intelligence, and their insolence rises to such 
a height of audacity that we frequently hear 
those who never added a dollar to the wealth 
of the community, rail against our constitu- 
tion because it allows those "who have no 
stake in the country'' to **have a voice in the 
government." They would impose a ** prop- 
erty" qualification for the franchise, and thus 
secure to the robbers the undisturbed posses- 
sion of their plunder, while their victims were 
deprived of the poor privilege of protesting 
against the tyranny that crushed them. Land 
ownership, therefore, instead of aiding pro- 
gress, is its deadliest foe. 

It is the occupier of land who improves and 
produces, and the only stimulus required is 
fixity of tenure and security for rightful 
property, i. e., the product of labor. 

The devastation produced by the ravages 
of a barbarous invasion are insignificant in 
comparison to the misery entailed on humanity 
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by the persistent robbery of landlordism, for 
when the storm of war has swept by, industry 
would rise like a Phoenix from the ashes and 
speedily replace the wealth that fire and 
sword had destroyed; but for the landlord- 
ridden nation there is no resurrection. The 
crushing force of this system is as irresistible 
as the action of gravitation, and never ceases 
until both the oppressors and their victims are 
overwhelmed in one common ruin. 

It is encouraging to note that the people are 
awaking to a sense of their wrongs, and a 
consciousness of the remedy, which is simply 
to devote the public wealth to public uses. In 
the far-oflf colony of New Zealand they have 
made a good beginning by introducing a per- 
petual lease system in which the State is the 
landlord and the rent is devoted to the ex- 
penses of government. They provide for the 
popular education by liberal land grants, but 
instead of forcing this land into the market 
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and selling it at .a nominal price, as we have 
done, they lease it to actual settlers for a pe- 
riod of eight or ten years, and find at the ex- 
piration of the lease that the rent has ad- 
vanced three, four, and even five hundred per 
cent. Thus they have secured a fund for 
educational purposes which increases in pro- 
portion to the needs of the population, while 
we have alienated our school lands to enrich 
an arrogant autocracy, who now grumble be- 
cause they are taxed, and tell us we are 
educating the people above their condition. 

Had we reserved our school lands as the 
New Zealanders have done, we should not now 
be trying to devise expedients to prevent the 
closing of our schools because we have no 
money to pay our teachers. The wise policy 
adopted by the New Zealand statesmen will 
give such impetus to industry, education, and 
art as will place their country in the van- 
guard of civilization, whereas if the older 
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nations persist in the suicidal policy of rob- 
bing the public to create a horde of tyrannical 
monopolists, they will assuredly precipitate 
a revolution that will overturn their hoary 
monuments and lay their populous cities in 
ashes. In such an event the famous prophecy 
of Macaulay may be fulfilled more speedily 
than he anticipated, and people now living 
may see the **New Zealand artist seated on a 
broken arch of London Bridge to sketch the 
ruins of St. Paul." 



EFFECTS OF MACHINEE Y — OEIGIN 

OF CAPITAL. 



The True Remedy for Social Ills. 

It has been found that before the invention 
of the great labor-saving machines now in 
common use, the produce of industry was in 
direct proportion to the population and in- 
creased with it in arithmetical ratio, thus: 

Comm unity 
wealth result- 
When popula- Production ingr from divi- 
tion is as is as sion of labor, 

as 

2 3 1 

3 52 

4 7 3, etc. 

So that even when production was depend- 
ent on manual labor alone, if the community 
wealth had been devoted to public uses, there- 
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by restoring it to the people who produced 
it, the comforts and conveniences of life would 
be brought within the reach of all classes ; but 
when a few landlords were allowed to appro- 
priate the land which Nature designed for all 
the people, they were thereby invested with 
the power to rob labor of four-ninths of its 
produce and keep the laborer constantly on 
the verge of destitution. 

Still, under this system, there was no en- 
forced idleness, every member of the great 
family of industry was employed in produc- 
tive work, the laborer was considered worthy 
of his hire, and his value as a producer of 
wealth was so clearly recognized that he was 
attached by law to the land and transferred 
or sold with it. So long as the landlord did 
not encroach on the individual share, about 
five-ninths of the whole produce, the people 
were contented and happy, and if, as was 
often the case, he was humane enough to take 
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a paternal interest in the welfare of his ten- 
antry and to devote a small portion of his 
surplus wealth to their comfort or amusement, 
he was served in return with a loyalty and 
zeal which were proof against the strongest 
temptation, and worshipped by them, as were 
the nobles of la Vendee a hundred years ago. 
Such was the condition of Europe before 
the era of machinery. There were populous 
countries whose industrious classes were oblig- 
ed to surrender to the landlord four-ninths 
of their entire production for the privilege of 
using the land which Nature designed for all. 
This social condition resulted mainly from the 
use of land alone, which, though absolutely 
essential to human life, is by no means the 
most prolific of Nature's resources in the 
production of wealth; for land is, as it were, 
but the medium of production, and labor must 
wait for the wealth to grow, but Nature has 
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other resources, magazines of wealth and 
power already elaborated tod stored up for 
her children which they find ready to grasp 
and employ for their benefit whenever their 
intelligence is sufiiciently developed to appre- 
ciate their value. Such are the water, min- 
eral, coal, and oil supplies of the world; for, 
though water was employed from the earliest 
times as an aid in agricultural production, 
yet its value as the great storehouse of steam 
and electricity has been only recently recog- 
nized. The invention of machines constructed 
on Nature's own modes of action preceded the 
discovery of those great storehouses of force. 
The employment of coal as a generator of. 
steam, and the application of steam as a motor 
to machinery, completely revblutionized in- 
dustiy and production, thenceforward in- 
creased in a geometrical ratio instead of an 
arithmetical as heretofore. Placing the nunj- 
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bef* of the ratios at 5, we have the following 
results : 
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That is, the result of machinery and com- 
bination is four times as much as that of in- 
dividual labor. 

Now, suppose that our modern labor-saving 
machines, propelled by steam or electricity, 
were suddenly introduced in a populous coun- 
try where manual industry had reached its 
highest development, what would be the re- 
sult? If the land was owned by the people, 
and the wealth resulting from the division of 
labor had been applied to public uses, all the 
comforts and conveniences of life would be 
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already within the reach of all who were 
willing to work, and the introduction of ma- 
chinery would at once bring the luxuries of 
life within their reach also, and besides would 
reduce the hours of labor to one-third of the 
time heretofore devoted to it. 

This is the natural result. This result was 
confidently expected by philanthropists when 
the era of rapid production burst upon the 
world. They rejoiced in the belief that the 
millennium was now at hand, when poverty 
would be banished from the face of the earth. 
But this beautiful illusion was quickly dis- 
pelled, for the designs of Nature were again 
frustrated by the folly of man in giving to a 
few individuals a monopoly of those vast 
stores of wealth and power, thereby en- 
abling them to rob the community of the ad- 
vantages they should derive from such enor- 
mous increase of production. Through this 
folly the laborer is now forced to surrender 
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to the monopolist not four-ninths of the en- 
tire produce of his labor, as formerly, but 
four-fifths of it, or four times as much as he 
retains for his own support, and all this he 
must surrender for the mere permission to 
labor, for the privilege of using those re- 
sources of Nature which God designed for all 
His creatures. 

Moreover, since the laborer is no longer an 
essential factor in production, the increase of 
population ceases to be as desirable as it 
formerly was, for since six men can now do 
the work of thirty, and since those six men 
are obliged to surrender to the monopolies 
four-fifths of the wealth they produce, the 
one-fifth that remains is barely sufiicient to 
furnish them with the necessaries of life, and 
there is nothing left to provide either comfort 
or luxury. Consumption, therefore, cannot 
keep pace with production, and if all labor 
were fully employed, the supply of manufac- 
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tured articles must soon be greatly in excess 
of the demand ; so that the effect of machinery- 
is to reduce fully one-third of the laborers to 
a condition of enforced idleness, and this con- 
dition is equivalent to a sentence of banish- 
ment or extermination. 

The so-called educated classes grow very 
impatient whenever the ignorant are not will- 
ing to accept the reasons they assign for in- 
dustrial depression, scarcity of work, and the 
many other ills that press upon the laborer. 
They consider this a proof of ignorant preju- 
dice or unreasoning obstinacy, but the instinct 
of the workman is often keener than the logic 
of the schools. In the People's Cyclopaedia 
I read the following, under the head of 
Machinery: **A mischievous fallacy has often 
taken possession of the uninstructed to the ef- 
fect that machinery has a tendency to dis- 
pense with hand labor and benefit the com- 
munity at the expense of the workmen. To 
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clear away this fallacy it is only necessary to 
remember that machinery itself is made by 
hands, that the capital of a country will not 
be diminished by the employment of machin- 
ery, that such capital must continue to be 
employed in paying wages as of old. 

**It is true that there is a shifting of the 
parties to whom the wages are paid." Just 
so, there is a considerable shifting. The work- 
men are not imposed upon by such shallow 
arguments. When they formerly burnt the 
mills and broke the machines, they knew, 
whatever political economists might tell them 
to the contrary, that those appliances had 
thrown thousands of laborers out of employ- 
ment and reduced their families to starva- 
tion. 

Had they known how to trace effects back 
to their causes, instead of destroying the ma^ 
chines, which would naturally bring to them 
plenty and leisure, they would have tried to 
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abolish the cruel system that empowered the 
monopolists to appropriate all the increase of 
production, and then cast aside the workman 
who made the machine itself, as a useless in- 
cumbrance. 

Simultaneously with the discovery of the 
great deposits of coal and the introduction of 
machinery, a new factor, capital, and a new 
agent, the capitalist, become prominent in the 
field of industry ; and just here the question, 
**What is capital, and who is the capitalist?" 
become pertinent to our subject. The men of 
the schools are anxious to convince us that 
there is no conflict between capital and labor, 
for they say, ** Capital is the produce of labor, 
saved, stored up, and afterwards employed in 
producing more wealth." They also say that 
capital is the fund from which wages are 
paid, but Henry George disproved that idea 
by showing clearly that each laborer produces 
his wages before he receives it. 
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They tell us also that the capitalist is en- 
titled to his profits as a reward for the econo- 
my and self-denial he has exercised in accumu- 
lating the capital. That capital is saved from 
the produce of labor, no one will dispute ; for 
all wealth is the result of labor. But is it 
saved from the labor of the capitalist or from 
the labor of somebody else? If it is saved 
from his own labor no one could deny his right 
to the profits accruing from it. But it is not 
saved from his own labor, and however much 
our wealthy capitalists may plume themselves 
on their superior intelligence, and boast of 
their early self-denial, I believe it could be 
proved that no man ever accumulates any 
considerable amount of capital without secur- 
ing a monopoly in some one of those resources 
of Nature, or by cruelly defrauding the 
laborer. 

Moreover, in a community governed by 
equitable laws, the accumulation of a large 
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amount of capital by individuals would be an 
impossibility. For since no one would have 
a monopoly of Nature's resources, the laborer 
would receive the full value of his work, and 
no one could take from him any portion of his 
wealth without giving him an adequate re- 
turn for it. 

There is no conflict between capital and 
labor, but there is a bitter conflict between 
the laborer and the capitalist. For the capi- 
talist is the result of the monopoly of natural 
resources. He is the result of the appropria- 
tion by individuals of the great magazines of 
wealth and force elaborated and stored up by 
Nature for all her children, just as the land- 
lord is the result of the appropriation by a 
few of the land which Nature designed for 
all. His capital is not wealth saved from the 
produce of his own labor, but the excess of. 
the produce resulting from combination and 
machinery over that of individual labor. 
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which this monopoly of Nature's resources 
empowers him to rob from the community. 

The rapidity with which his wealth accumu- 
lates is due to the fact that monopoly can now 
appropriate four-fifths of the enormous pro- 
duce of industry in this age of steam and 
electricity ; whereas the landlord formerly ap- 
propriated but four-ninths of the entire pro- 
duce; and his wealth was the gradual result 
of the increase of population. The million- 
aires of modem times are the strongest pos- 
sible proof of the monstrous injustice of our 
social system, which bestows wealth and lux- 
ury on the non-producing, idle class and re- 
duces the industrious classes who produce all 
the wealth to penury and starvation. 

That the enforced idleness of the laborer is 
the result of the introduction of machinery is 
evident from the history of progress of Eng- 
lish manufactures. In the great industrial 
revolution consequent on the substitution of 
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machinery for manual labor, England soon 
took the lead, not on account of the superior 
skill or intelligence of her workmen, but on 
account of her great coal deposits, and be- 
cause she happened to be the first to apply to 
economic uses the enormous force residing in 
that mineral, a force capable of raising twenty- 
three hundred times its own weight to the 
height of one mile. This gave her a practical 
monopoly of the most important manufac- 
tures, and she was soon in a condition to sup- 
ply the markets of the world with the most 
useful and necessary articles. She destroyed 
the manufactures of Ireland, for the double 
purpose of securing her own monopoly and 
reducing the Irish to the condition of consum- 
ers. 

But all these advantages failed to secure 
the prosperity of her working classes. Popu- 
lation steadily diminished in her agricultural 
districts, and began to crowd into her manufac- 
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taring centers, where the results of enforced 
idleness soon became apparent in the appal- 
ling increase of misery, destitution and 
crime. 

The Irish, when reduced to the desired con- 
dition of industrial dependence, were found 
to be unprofitable as consumers, because the 
nation was bankrupt. The unemployed labor- 
ers, reduced to a state of abject poverty, were 
repeatedly decimated by pestilence and fam- 
ine, while the more fortunate ones who 
escaped, continued to migrate in a steady 
stream that drained the life-blood of that un- 
happy land, but enriched the various coun- 
tries to which it flowed, if monopoly had not 
there succeeded in robbing the workman of 
the right to produce. 

Society was amazed at this exodus and 
equally puzzled to account for the fact that, 
while production increased with surprising 
rapidity, the producers starved by thousands 
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in the midst of the wealth they created. The 
mystery was solved by Malthus, who wrote his 
famous book on Population, which shows that 
Nature intended that the working classes 
should be just numerous enough to furnish 
the comforts and luxuries required by the rich 
and idle; that whenever they permit them- 
selves to increase beyond that limit they 
commit a sin against Nature, and she punishes 
the offense and gets rid of the surplus by 
means of famine, pestilence or war. 

This explanation was quite satisfactory to 
everybody but the poor wretches who were 
doomed to destruction. Yet Nature was not 
quite so unrelenting as Malthus represented 
her, for in the broad and fertile fields of 
America and Australia she provided a refuge 
for tiie surplus labor of Europe, and thus 
postponed for a century the crisis that is now 
impending. But this resource is no longer 
available, and the aristocracies of Europe, 
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alarmed at the thi^eatening attitude of the 
populace, are anxiously exploring the world 
in the hope of finding some land rich in nat- 
ural resources, and occupied by barbarous 
tribes easily subdued, or by an industrious 
but subservient race who could be plundered 
with impunity. To such a land they could 
transport their surplus labor, there they 
might invest their surplus capital, and then 
live at home in luxurious ease by appropriat- 
ing four-fifths of the entire produce. 

It is to be hoped that such a scheme will 
never again succeed. The people are now too 
intelligent to be bamboozled by the sophistries 
of Malthus. They should insist on their right 
to live in the land that bore them, and should 
refuse to submit either to banishment or ex- 
termination. 

Henry George's remedy— the abolition of 
all monopoly by nationalizing the land— is 



224 Educate that you may be Free 

the only one which can permanently cure the 
ills that afflict the body politic, and the sooner 
it is applied the better for all classes. Its 
effect will be immediate, and so beneficent 
that those who are most reluctant to give it a 
trial will soon find that they are among the 
chief gainers by its adoption. 

As the electric fluid, though ever present 
with us, and possessing essentially the same 
attributes, was formerly dreaded as the 
scourge of God and known only as an object 
of terror and destruction, but being better 
understood is now a most active promoter of 
civilization, lighting our streets, propelling 
our machines, curing our diseases, and flash- 
ing the light of intelligence across continents 
and oceans, so the rent of land which has been 
a source of such unspeakable misery to the 
human race, will, when applied to its natural 
uses, become the most powerful means of pro- 
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viding man with the comforts and elegances 
of life, and securing to him the leisure neces- 
sary to the attainment of the highest develop- 
ment of which he is capable. 



SOME ILLUSTRATIONS OF HENRY 
GEORGE'S THEORY. 



Evil Effects of Property in Land. 

I have tried to show that the value of land is 
a fund provided by Nature to defray the ex- 
penses of the community, because, as it is the 
result of the combined industry of the people, 
it belongs to the people, and should be em- 
ployed for the benefit of the whole people. In 
another article I endeavored to show that 
private property in land, instead of promot- 
ing production, as is claimed for it, retards 
or prevents it altogether, and its inevitable 
effect is to cripple industry and to impoverish 
labor. 

Before proceeding with the argument, I 
will recapitulate what has been advanced, and 
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try to make it clearer to the comprehension 
of my readers. To those who have witnessed 
the unexampled growth of wealth in Califor- 
nia I trust a few simple illustrations will suf- 
fice. 

Forty years ago the land of this State had 
little or no value. The Spanish rancheros, 
who owned it, derived an irregular income 
from the hides and tallow of their cattle, but 
they would give to anyone who wanted to use 
it a pedacita de tierra for the asking, and be 
glad to have him take it. Suppose that John 
Doe accepts such a little piece of land situated 
where the heart of the business portion of San 
Francisco now lies, and gets a deed of it from 
his Spanish friend ; that he builds a hut and 
vegetates there with his family for a few 
years, until the gold seekers of '49 begin to 
flock in and need land for their industry. 

John Doe leases a portion of his to Bichard 
Roe and others who want to engage in com- 
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mercial and industrial enterprises. They 
erect such buildings as their business requires, 
and succeed beyond their most sanguine ex- 
pectations. John Doe feels sorry that he 
rented his land so cheap, but determines to 
make amends for his mistake when the lease 
expires. And he does it with a vengeance, 
for he then demands for the use of his land 
every dollar which his tenants can earn be- 
yond the margin absolutely necessary to cover 
expenses, and they are forced to submit b**- 
cause a removal would ruin their business. 
To their great relief and surprise they con- 
tinue to make very large profits, for the 
population of the city is increasing with great 
rapidity, so when the lease again expires the 
rent is again largely increased. 

In a few years more John is worth half a 
million, and his wealth is steadily increasing. 
His tenants, unable to exteild their premises 
laterally, or unwilling to pay the exorbitant 
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prices now demanded for the use of the land, 
build upwards, and dig downwards, untU 
they succeed in securing space for their busi- 
ness six or seven times as large as the piece 
of ground they rent from him, and all these 
improvements are his property as soon aA the 
lease expires, and they must pay to him a 
high rent for the use of the buildings they 
themselves erected, when the lease is renewed. 

HaviQg now nothing whatever to do but la- 
vish his enormous wealth, John begins to dis- 
cover that there are no social advantages in 
this new country, that servants are insuflfer- 
ably independent and totally wanting in the 
respect due to their superiors. These and 
other annoyances decide him to take his fam- 
ily to Europe, where his children can enjoy 
the benefits of a liberal (?) education. 

There he finds no reason to complain of the 
independence of the lower classes. Servants 
wait upon him with the most obsequious po- 
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litenesSy and he hears them reply to their mas- 
ters, hat in hand, with** Yes, Sir John, ""No, 
my Lord,'' or '*If it please your Worship." 
He succeeds in gaining admittance to the 
tsharmed circles of aristocratic society, and 
meets there with distinguished men, who, like 
himself, fatten on the plunder of labor's in- 
dustry, the only difference being that John is 
new at the business, while they and their an- 
cestors have been plundering for centuries, 
the degree of their distinction depending 
largely on the length of time they have lived 
on the robbery of labor. John feels himself 
a gentleman among such noble companions, 
and apes the contemptuous pity with which 
they look down on the stupid peasants who 
sweat and toil in their chains, and yet kiss 
the hand that smites them. 

Now, note that this man John Doe has never 
earned a dollar of the enormous wealth he is 
trying to dissipate. How, then, does it belong 
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to him? Did he give any equivalent for it? 
**0h/' you may answer, **he gave them the 
use of his land." His land? Did he make it? 
No, he has robbed his tenants of every dollar 
of the wealth, for they have not given it 
willingly— they have given it because they 
must. And while, year after year, John forces 
them to pay more and more still for the use 
of his land, they are obliged to pay to their 
laborers (the chief agents in producing this 
wealth) a smaller and smaller portion of it, 
until they are left nothing but the barest ne- 
cessities of life. 

Does it need further proof that property 
in land cripples the capitalist and mercilessly 
robs the laborer ? When we reflect that John 
Doe is no fancy sketch, but the exact type of 
every monopolist of natural resources, from 
the arrogant owner of a 40,000 acre farm, or 
an extensive coal mine, to the proud possessor 
of forty square blocks of land, we may be able 
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to form a faint conception of the magnitude 
of the evil and the extent of the robbery. 

To illustrate another phase of the question, 
let us now suppose that our fellow-citizen 
John is a crank of a peculiar, though not an 
uncommon type. He has still a portion of that 
pedacita de tierra which his Spanish friend 
gave him, unoccupied, and although he has 
numberless applicants for it, he refuses to 
lease or to sell it, for he doesn 't need money ; 
besides, he finds that those tenants of his are 
very unreasonable in their demands; they are 
continually wanting something done, some 
repairs on the premises, for all the improve- 
ments they have made now belong to John. 
So, to avoid those petty annoyances, he de- 
cides that he will let this block rest and grow. 
When he does make up his mind about it he 
is determined to lease it like the rest, for, like 
a good father, he has regard to the welfare 
of his children, and wishes to make a secure 
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provision for their future; and while they 
hold a title to that land he knows that all who 
toil thereon, from the third story down in the 
earth up to the sixth story in the air, must 
toil for them and their descendants as long 
as this free government shall endure, aye, and 
be thankful for the permission to toil, even 
though they receive naught in return for their 
labor except the barest and scantest living. 

I would not have my readers suppose from 
what I have said thus far that John Doe is in- 
different to his duties as a member of society 
or neglectful of them. Quite the contrary. He 
takes a lively interest in all questions relating 
to education and religion, for he believes them 
to be the safeguards of the State. He estab- 
lishes chairs and colleges in our universities. 
He appoints professors of theology, who take 
special pains to warn their young charges of 
the danger of trusting to the false and feeble 
light of reason, and counsels them to adhere 
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to Eevelation as the only sure and safe guide 
to everlasting happiness. Or professors of 
political economy, who impress upon their 
pupils the absurdity of natural rights and the 
inexorable severity with which Nature en- 
forces the population theory of Malthus. 

John is a philanthropist also. He contrib- 
utes generously to orphan asylums and homes 
for the aged and decrepit. Indeed, on one 
occasion, when crowds of shivering and starv- 
ing wretches were vainly begging permission 
to toil for bread, his heart was moved to pity, 
and in spite of his often declared principle 
that he has no sympathy for able-bodied 
paupers, he employed a number of them in 
making roads through his grounds, a work he 
had intended to defer until spring, when he 
should have fine weather for it. It is true he 
got the job done at half price, for it was 
charity work and unproductive, but never- 
theless the grateful creatures blessed him and 
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vowed eternal gratitude to so good a man. He 
donated five hundred dollars to the soup fund 
for the destitute besides, and the whole press 
of the country trumped forth his praises and 
sadly wondered what would become of the 
poor if it were not for such charitable and 
noble-hearted men as John Doe. 

He is somewhat of a patriot, too. He feels 
proud of his country, for he knows it is the 
only place in the world where a self-made 
man, like himself, could find such a splendid 
field for the exercise of his abilities, and on 
account of the respectful consideration ac- 
corded to his views, and the avidity with 
which the newspapers chronicle the words of 
wisdom that drop from his lips, he has a sort 
of dim consciousness that he somehow helped 
to make the country what it is, and we know 
that he is not altogether wrong. 

He is not, however, altogether satisfied 
with existing circumstances. He feels, for 
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example, that property rights are not re- 
spected in this country as they ought to be, 
and to his confidential friends and the re- 
porters who interview him he expresses him- 
self after the following fashion: **I tell you, 
sir, that our free institutions are in danger, 
for we are educating the lower classes above 
their condition, and in a few years more we 
shall have no hewers of wood and drawers of 
water. Our laborers are the best paid laborers 
in the world, sir, and still they are grumbling. 
The fact is, sir, they are too well paid and 
have too little to do. They have far too much 
time to spend in labor unions and such places. 
Mark my word, sir, we shall have trouble be- 
fore long from those labor organizations; 
from this lazy crowd of communists and so- 
cialists who prate about the rights of labor, 
and the robbery of labor by capital (for, as 
my readers know, the poor innocents have as 
yet hardly begun to suspect that John himself 
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is the chief robber), and, above all, sir, we 
may expect it from this crowd of ignorant 
foreigners who haven't the most remote idea, 
of the meaning of liberty or the value of our 
free institutions. 

**It was a great mistake, sir, to give them 
the franchise. What can they know about 
government? And I ask you, sir, if it isn't 
the most flagrant injustice that these ignorant 
ragamuffins, who have no stake in the coun- 
try, should have the power to vote away our 
property for the education of their brats and 
such other useless extravagances? Yes, sir; it 
was a most grievous mistake, but what is done 
cannot well be undone, for though the ballot 
is of very little use to them now, they would 
raise a terrible hubbub if we should attempt 
to take it away from them. But there is trou- 
ble ahead, sir, and we ought to be prepared 
for it when it comes. What we want, sir, is 
a strong government, and if we can't have 
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a good standing army as they have in Eng- 
land, we should at least have a well-trained 
militia ready for this cowardly mob when- 
ever they dare to rise up against law and 
order. ' ' 

**And the tramps, Mr. Doe. What is your 
opinion of the trainps ? ' ' 

**0h, the tramps! A set of lazy, idle rascals, 
sir, who don't want to work. They pretend 
to be looking for work, but when they get it, 
sir, they won 't do it. The best place for them 
is the State Prison, but it is hardly right that 
we should have to clothe and feed them. But 
when they grow too numerous and become 
noisy and turbulent— egad, sir— I am of Jim 
Keene's opinion, that the most wholesome 
food for them is leaden bullets and plenty of 
them!'' 

So the newspapers far and wide echo the 
sentiments of this great man who so well 
understands the wants of the country, and all 
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the landlord clan approve of them, and the 
capitalists, who are graciously permitted to 
share in the benefits of our free institutions, 
**must confess that they have the right ring.*' 
And our independent press hopes that our 
legislators will be influenced by the wisdom 
and experience of those gentlemen who are 
some of our most distinguished citizens. And 
the legislators, like Barkis, are willinM 

Let us now come back to John's lot, which 
he has left to rest and grow. There it lies, 
a waste of sand hummocks, interspersed in 
the rainy season with pools of stagnant water ; 
but, nevertheless, it grows. Every house 
erected, every new invention, every improve- 
ment made, every family added to the popula- 
tion, and every child born into it, piles up the 
wealth on John's waste land, as surely as if it 
was buried there in masses of gold, but far 
more securely. 

And now, after holding it idle and useless 
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for more than forty years, without improving 
it himself, nor allowing anybody else to do 
it, he can sell that waste patch for $500,000 
or rent it for $40,000 per year. With the 
certainty of a progressive increase until the 
industries of the country begin to break down 
undor the crushing weight of such stupendous 
robbery. 

I now ask the earnest reader, who has grown 
accustomed to the prevalent idea that prop- 
erty in land is a necessary condition of pro- 
gress, and that without this incentive there 
would be no production, to ask himself, in all 
candor, the following questions: 

First, in relation to that part of his prop- 
erty which is improved. Was his ownership 
the cause of the improvements? Did his 
ownership promote the improvement in any 
way? Did not his ownership impede im- 
provements, by levying an, enormous trib- 
ute for permission to make them? Did 
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he pay for the improvements? If he him- 
self instead of his tenants had put up 
those buildings, would he not have paid 
for them with the money extorted from his 
tenants, for he had none other, having never 
earned any? Does he not now demand for 
that waste patch $500,000 before he will al- 
low anybody to improve it for any purpose, 
productive or non-productive? Is this enor- 
mous sum a just reward for depriving the 
public of the use of the land for forty years ? 
Or would not the community which he has 
so deeply wronged be justified in punishing 
the act as it deserves, if human ingenuity 
could devise an adequate punishment for a 
crime of such magnitude? 

One more illustration and I proceed with 
the argument: 

Let us imagine that a visitor from some far- 
off sphere, governed by wise and equitable 
laws, should alight in the city of San Fran- 
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cisco^ and meeting with one of the obliging 
reporters who are ever ready to interview a 
stranger, should, after answering courteously 
his numerous questions, invite him to go with 
him on a tour of inspection through the city 
and state. The obliging reporter graciously 
accepts and they start out together. The vis- 
itor observes carefully all that meets his eye, 
and listens with silent attention to the re- 
marks of the reporter. 

When about to take his leave of our planet, 
the distinguished visitor says: **Will you 
explain to me one thing that I cannot under- 
stand ? Why is it that your large commercial 
houses are scattered over the town in such an 
irregular and inconvenient manner, inter- 
spersed with miserable huts and empty 
squares filled with unsightly rubbish, and 
why do your agriculturists waste their time 
in cultivating little nooks in remote districts 
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when Nature has provided you with broad 
plains of the most fertile soil which a little 
labor and ingenuity would make most bounti- 
fully productive r' 

** Because/' answers the reporter, ** these 
lots and tracts of land are the private prop- 
erty of individuals and our government al- 
lows no interference with property rights/' 

**How can that be? Nature furnishes the 
land. Surely those men do not pretend that 
they made it?" 

**0f course not; but they hold a title from 
the government, and therefore it belongs to 
them." 

**But of what use can it be to them if they 
do not make it productive?" 

Our reporter answers in a tone of pitying 
surprise: **Do you not know that as popula- 
tion increases this land will acquire an im- 
mense value?" 
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'*No, my friend, I do not know it, nor can I 
conceive how unproductive land can have any 
value. But what sort of tyrannical govern- 
ment have you developed here, which bestows 
the most fertile land on persons who keep it 
idle and useless?'' 

**My dear sir, what a mistake you have 
fallen into! Ours is the most enlightened 
government on the face of the earth. It is 
based on the principles that all men are bom 
equal; that they are endowed by their Crea- 
tor with inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
that governments are instituted to secure those 
rights, and—*' 

''^There, there, my friend, that is quite 
enough. My time is now expired, but before 
I leave I must express my intense surprise 
and sorrow in learning that in this most en- 
lightened land of your planet the sense of 
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right and justice is still so densely obscured, 
and I promise you that on returning to my 
native sphere I shall send back a few beams 
of light to dissipate the gloom. Adieu/' 



LIBERTY, EQUALITY, PROSPERITY 
SECURED BY SIMPLE JUSTICE 



Somewhat more than a hundred years ago 
our forefathers in these United States de- 
clared themselves independent in the follow- 
ing words : ** We hold these truths to be self- 
evident: That all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Creator witih 
certain inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
that to secure these rights governments are 
instituted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed; that 
whenever any government fails to secure these 
rights, it is the right of the people to alter 
or abolish it and to institute a new govern- 
ment," etc. To the author and signers of 



248 Educate that you may he Free 

this declaration, the truths it formulates 
were so clearly evident, so palpable, as it were, 
that they supposed they were equally evident 
to all other minds; but, unfortunately, this 
is very far from being the case. The prog- 
ress of humanity from ignorance to enlighten- 
ment, from error to truth, is of necessity a 
very slow one, and the masses of mankind 
have even now but a dim and partial percep- 
tion of truth and natural rights. 

Such truths as those mentioned in the 
Declaration of Independence are self-evident 
only to persons of clear mental vision and 
unbiased judgment, and such persons form 
but a small minority even of the most en- 
lightened nations. To prepare us for the re 
ception of abstract truth the mind must be in 
fitting condition, and one essential condition 
is absolute freedom from prejudice. This con- 
dition of mind is not always secured by edu- 
cation, for education is too commonly under- 
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stood to be a training of the mind in con- 
formity with generally received opinions. 
Such training establishes a barrier to the re- 
ception of all truths which have not as yet 
been accepted by society. This obstacle is 
hard to surmount. It disposes the intelligent 
classes to regard the advocates of social re- 
forms as cranks, and accounts for the fact 
that the educated are often blind to truths 
that are apparent to the unlettered and ig- 
norant, for the perception of truth depends 
more on the power of independent thought 
than on mere literary training. 

Although the desire for freedom enabled 
our forefathers to accept the Declaration of 
Independence and inspired them with cour- 
age and resolution to endure the miseries of 
a protracted war, yet a large majority of them 
had no adequate perception of the sublime 
truths it enunciates. If they believed that 
all men have a right to liberty would they 
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have accepted a constitution that condemned 
all their colored fellow-citizens to slavery? 
No, they would not have tolerated such an 
idea for a single instant. 

The fact is, they were utterly blind to this 
great truth, and it required nearly a century 
of progress before their descendants were 
capable of perceiving it, and when they did 
at last recognize it the slaves were set free. 
Yet the recognition was but partial and im- 
perfect, for even among the soldiers of the 
Union army there were members who fought 
bravely and shed their blood freely, yet they 
did not believe that the colored race had a 
right to liberty, they fought and bled to save 
the Union, not to free the slaves. 

If the millions who annually celebrate the 
anniversary of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence with such glittering pomp, such noisy 
demonstration and such long processions, 
really believed that all men are created equal, 
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would they remain passive and indifferent 
under a system of government that results in 
inequality so glaringly unjust that it cries to 
heaven for vengeance? 

If the workers of our land knew the mean- 
ing of Liberty, and believed that all men have 
a right to it, would they tolerate a system 
which casts them (the producers of all 
wealth) helpless at the feet of the capitalist 
and compels them to work for him on his 
own terms or starve? 

If the people of these United States really . 
believe that their government is instituted to 
secure their rights to life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness, and derives its power from 
their consent, would they have permitted this 
government to rob them of all these advan- 
tages by donating or selling the land which 
God made for the people to corporations, syn- 
dicates and moneyed aristocrats, thereby 
conferring on them a patent right to enslave 
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the people and live idly on their labor for all 
future time? 

No, the people at large have but a dim per- 
ception of the truths announced in the Declar- 
ation of Independence. If their belief in those 
principles amounted to conviction they would 
soon make a radical change in a system of 
government that has so signally failed to se- 
cure their rights. 

But while we have been foolishly boasting 
of our enlightenment and freedom the de- 
spised Indian is proving that the equality of 
all men and their inalienable right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are not 
mere abstract ideas, but can easily be made 
living, practical realities. In a late report 
upon the condition of the Indian tribes in the 
reservation. Senator Ingalls gives the follow- 
ing information concerning the Cherokees: 

In their community every man is allowed 
to possess as much land as he is able to culti- 
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vate, provided that he locates it at the dis- 
tance of a quarter of a mile from the nearest 
settler. The reason for this restriction is the 
belief that the crowding together of the peo- 
ple in groups tends to foster idleness. He can 
devise, sell or bequeath his possessory title to 
any fellow-citizen, but not to an outsider. 
Should he cease to cultivate his land it im- 
mediately reverts to the community. 

They have an excellent system of educa- 
tion, good ^schools and competent teachers. 
Y/henever thirteen children can be mustered 
a school is established, and the pupils are not 
only educated by the state, but provided with 
books and clothing also. The best scholars 
are periodically selected and sent to eastern 
colleges, where their expenses are defrayed by 
the community. Half of the revenue is ex- 
pended for educational purposes. 

These people have no laws to regulate the 
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payment of debts, for their commercial hon- 
esty is such that such laws are not needed. 

The effect of this judicious land system is 
such that in a population of seventy thousand 
there is not a single pauper nor one homeless 
individual, while the benefit resulting from the 
absence of wearing anxiety about the means 
of support is apparent from the fact that 
there is only one lunatic, whereas if the insane 
bore the same ratio to the population as in 
our civilized country, they would have one 
hundred and twenty-eight. Since no one will 
attribute this satisfactory condition of society 
to the superior industry, morality or foresight 
of the Indian race it must result from the wis- 
dom and justice of their system of govern- 
ment. 

Cannot we who enjoy all the advantages 
which education, civilization and inventive 
genius can bestow secure for ourselves the 
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liberty, equality and prosperity which the 
common sense of the unlettered Indian has 
procured for him? We certainly can, if we 
base our laws on the principles of justice. 

The land of a country belongs to the people 
of that country. The value of land depends 
on the presence of population ; it grows with 
the increase of population and diminishes with 
its decline. 

The interest on the value of land is meas- 
ured by the rent. This rent belongs to the peo- 
ple, and is the fund provided by Nature her- 
self to defray the expenses of government. 

According to the assessor's report of 1880, 
the value of the land in the State of California 
was $350,000,000, which at 6 per cent would 
give a yearly income of $21,000,000. This in- 
come belongs to the people of California, 
whose presence here gives value to the land, 
and is amply sufficient to defray all expenses 
of government. 
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Now by giving this income to the so-called 
owners of the land, who had not earned it, 
and who give nothing in return for it, we de- 
fraud the people of this state of $21,000,000 
annually, to create a number of idle, tyran- 
nical and licentious millionaires. These men 
do not use the land which they claim. They 
levy a tribute on all who want to make it pro- 
ductive, thus closing up the avenues of indus- 
try and driving the laborers to beggary or 
crime. 

As we thus foolishly surrender the fund 
which Nature so kindly provides for public 
uses to private individuals we are obliged to 
provide for public expenses by other means, 
and we do it by a system of customs and li- 
cense taxes, which are all paid by the con- 
sumers, and by a personal property tax which 
oflFers a direct premium to the dishonest and 
enables the rich to defraud the treasury of 
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nine-tenths of the tax they should lawfully 
pay and shift it on to the shoulders 6f the al- 
ready overburdened poor. If you have any 
doubts about the magnitude of the swindle 
read the statistics furnished by Mr. John H. 
Burke and you will see that the sum of which 
the San Francisco treasury was defrauded by 
the banks alone would amount, at the one 
dollar limit, to $617,557.25. 

If the income on the value of land were de- 
voted to government expenses such dishonesty 
would be impossible. It would relieve indus- 
try of the burdens that now oppress it and 
would open up such opportunities for labor 
that all who are willing to work could earn 
a comfortable living ; and we should then have 
no paupers and but few criminals. 

Citizens of California, open your eyes to 
the truth and to a realization of your natural 
rights. Determine that justice shall be done, 
and you will soon secure liberty, equality and 
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prosperity to the whole community. There is 
a society in San Francisco called the Tax Re- 
form League which meets in the New City 
Hall every Wednesday evening. Its object is 
to remove taxation from all productions of in- 
dustry and place it on land alone. Join it and 
help in the good work. 



WHY WAGES COME DOWN AS THE 
RENT OP LAND GOES UP. 



Another pioneer gone to his last home. John 
Smith was buried yesterday, and like so many 
of the old forty-niners left very little behind 
him. ** Those fellows got their money so easily 
in the early days of California that they 
never learned the knack of keeping it/' said 
a Front street merchant to a friend of his the 
other day. '* That's so/' replied the other; 
*'it was the shrewd fellows who came after 
them that got rich." Let us see why it hap- 
pened so. 

Those among us who were acquainted with 
the men of forty-nine knew them to be for the 
most part hard-working, honest fellows, who 
had always been accustomed to give a dol- 
lar's worth for every dollar they got. These 
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men, finding that they were so generously 
paid for their work, looked upon the land with 
lofty scorn. They saw no need of burying 
their money in a sand bank while they were 
earning ten dollars a day, and employers 
were trying to outbid each other in the effort 
to secure their labor, so the great family of 
Smiths; enjoyed the good time and never 
dreamed how soon it would come to an end. 

In a few years the Browns and Jones be- 
gan to arrive. They were shrewd fellows who 
had learned the knack of making others work 
for them instead of working themselves. 
When they were boys they had often heard 
their fathers say: **The safest bank to put 
your money in, my son, is a bank of earth," 
and they had treasured up the lesson. 

So as soon as they had saved a few dollars 
from their own labor or that of the Smiths 
they looked around for a place to invest it, 
and not finding much rich soil in the neigh- 
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borhood they purchased a few sand lots for a 
trifle and waited the result. John Brown's 
lot lay near the water front, and in a short 
time he rented it to a manufacturer. William's 
was farther out, so he had to wait some little 
while before he rented it to a merchant, 
while their friend Tom Jones took up a few 
sand hills of little value, in different sittia- 
tions, as an experiment. 

Let us examine the situation thirty years 
after. John Brown's lot Ts now thickly cov- 
ered with buildings, rickety and comfortless, 
it is true, but in every one, and on every floor 
of each, is heard the clang of machinery, arid 
all sorts of articles adapted to human needs 
are turned out in such quantities that one is 
amazed that any creature could be unable to 
supply himself with things so easily produced. 

William Brown's tract is covered with a 
large, commodious building, a commercial 
palace, where the goods produced on John's 
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lot and innumerable other articles of beauty 
and value are temptingly displayed to the 
gaze of the purchasers, while one of Tom 
Jones' sand lots, which he once supposed 
would not come into use for the period of his 
natural life, is now rented to an artist who 
pays him a large amount annually for the 
privilege of exhibiting there to the people of 
San Francisco a beautiful painting which he 
spent many years in preparing. 

The fortunate owners of this land have 
done no work for over twenty years. They 
are now millionaires. They sp^nd their time 
in foreign travel, hobnob with princes and 
make the most strenuous efforts to squander 
and destroy the wealth that continues to flow 
into their coffers without the slightest exer- 
tion on their part. 

Meanwhile what has become of the great 
Smith family during all these years? They 
are still toiling on, each one of them produc- 
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ing many times more wealth than he could 
have produced 30 years ago. Yet their wages 
have been growing small by degrees and beau- 
tifully less. The bosses have long since ceased 
to bid against each other for their labor. The 
former state of things is completely reversed, 
for the Smiths are now wrangling with each 
other in the effort to secure a job, each one 
screaming at the top of his voice to inform the 
boss that he can do the work much cheaper 
and better than his neighbors. We find them 
in the commercial palace on William Brown's 
lot, neatly dressed but pale and anxious, for 
their subsistence depends on their power of 
persuading the customers to purchase the 
goods they display. 

We find them, dumb as statues, amid the 
din of machinery in John Brown's rickety 
buildings, not daring to glance around to 
relieve their weary eyes, lest the inexorable 
machine should get ahead and their delin- 
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quency be discovered by a defect in the fabric. 
And when, overcome by sickness, or suddenly 
overtaken by death, the place by the machine 
is vacant, a dozen enforced idlers press for- 
ward and offer to fill it for less wages than 
the former occupant received. The boss 
makes his selection, and rejoices that he has 
secured a fresh, energetic workman instead 
of the poor, worn-out creature that departed. 
Do you now need to ask why wages go 
down as the price of land rises? Well, if you 
don't, I will answer. It is because the manu- 
facturer who occupies the rickety building 
on John Brown's lot must pay him $10,000 a 
year, and the merchant who uses the com- 
mercial palace on William Brown's lot must 
pay him $12,000 a year, and the artist who 
exhibits his picture on Tom Jones' lot must 
pay him $6000 a year for the use of the land 
that these men did not make, but which they 
claim to own, before manufacturer, merchant 
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or artist can lay by one dollar for the rightful 
expenses of his business or devote a cent to 
the support of his family. And all this wealth 
they must take out of the wages of their em- 
ployees or add to the price of the goods they 
manufacture or sell, so that the poor Smiths 
who produce all this wealth, instead of receiv- 
ing from $5 to $10 for a day's work, as in 
pioneers times, now think themselves excep- 
tionally lucky if they can get from fifty cents 
to two dollars a day. 

Wh^n they go with their hard-earned 
wages to the big store on W. B.'s lot they 
must pay half as much again for everything 
they buy, because the merchant has to pay 
to W. B. that $12,000 a year for owning the 
land. And on Saturday, when their boys and 
girls go with their mother to see the Battle 
of Waterloo, as a reward for doing their 
school work well, they must pay 25 cents in- 
stead of 5 because T. J. has to get $6000 a 
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year from the artist for the use of hw sand 
lot. 

** Well, we paid higher prices in the pioneer 
days/' I hear some one say. Yes, my friend, 
I know you did, but you paid those high prices 
to the men who made and sold the goods you 
purchased, and so they could afford to pay 
you higher wages, and they did. 

But, remarbs .another, ''We cannot help 
this. When land is scarce the price must rise, 
for the law of supply and demand governs 
that like eyerything else. Suppose that to- 
morrow morning there were only a few bar- 
rels of flour in San Francisco and no chance 
of getting more imtil the following day, be- 
fore night the 5-cent loaf would sell for $5, 
and those who could afford it would pay the J 

price rather than go without bread. So in pio- j 

neer days, when laborers were few and acres j 

plenty, land was worth nothing. Now when 
laborers are many and acres few the land is 
very dear because the demand is great. ' ' 
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You are partly right, my friend. The law of 
supply and demand has some influence, but a 
little reflection will show that there is a wide 
difference between the objects compared. The 
farmer produces the wheat and gets paid for 
his labor when he sells it to the miller. The 
miller grinds it to flour and gets paid for his 
labor when he sells the flour to the baker. The 
baker gets a return for his labor when he sells 
the bread to his customers. A supposed ac- 
cident enables him now to extort more tiian 
his labor is worth, but such accident could 
never happen in well-regulated communities. 

There is no scarcity of land, however ; that 
never diminishes; the number of acres is the 
same now that it was forty years ago. Yet it 
is a law of Nature that the price of land rises 
as the laborers increase in number, for they 
must have land to work upon, even though 
they must pay for it nine-tenths of the wealth 
they produce, and so the remark of J. B.'s 
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father will always remain true. A bank of 
earth is the safest bank to invest in, for the 
wealth can never be lost nor concealed. 

Nature instituted this law for her own wise 
purposes, to secure the rights of her children, 
but they have stupidly changed it to an en- 
gine of oppression. There is another of 
Nature's laws in which we Americans take 
great pride. We value it so highly that our 
greatest holiday was instituted to commem- 
orate it, but if we took as much pains to 
enforce this law as we do to celebrate it, we 
should be a much happier community. 

The law reads as follows: **A11 men are 
born equal. They are endowed by their Cre- 
ator with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness. ' ' 

Now, Nature is no sham, and if she gave to 
all men the right to life, she undoubtedly gave 
them the right to the means of living also. 
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She did not make the land for a few men 
called landlords, but for all men. She did not 
make the streams of living water for a few 
riparian owners, but for all her children. She 
did not make minerals, coal fields and oil 
wells for the money, coal and oil kings, uut 
for the whole community. And when by the 
increase of population these resources of 
Nature acquire an immense value, she never 
meant that those monopolists should put that 
wealth in their coffers, but that it should be 
used for the benefit of all the people, for it 
was they who created it. 

But we, by allowing property in land, have 
robbed ourselves of this wealth and changed 
the blessing to a curse. Nature made the land 
but man made the landlords. 

The Tax Reform League proposes to right 
these wrongs by abolishing all taxes on the 
products of industry, and taxing only the 
land. They propose to take all the value 
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which land has acquired, or will acquire in 
the future, to pay the expenses of govern- 
ment, so that every individual who has helped 
to produce this value may have an equal share 
in its benefits. 

**What," do I hear you say, **Do you mean 
that we should take from J. B. $10,000 a year, 
from W. B. $12,000 a year and from T. J. 
$6,000 a year and leave them nothing to live 
onT' Yes, my friend, that is precisely what 
I mean. We should take every cent of it It 
does not belong to them because tiiiey didn^ 
earn it. But it does belong to the people be- 
cause they did earn it. And, as for their 
living, that* is not our concern. Yet, 
as J. B. has some rickety buildings on 
his lot, we will suppose that he paid 
the cost of building them and will not 
inquire too closely where he got the money. If 
he pays $10,000 a year to the people for the 
lot where they stand, he may keep the build- 
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ings and live on the rent of them. If W. B. 
has erected the commercial palace on his lot 
he may do likewise, and, as for Tom Jones, 
who like numbers of others in like situation 
has never made use of the land he claims as 
his, if he pays annually to the people that 
$6000 which their industi:y produced, we 
have no objection to his using the lot. He 
may have some money saved to improve it 
He can now go to work and build and we 
shall not charge him a cent for doing it. We 
shall treat him better than we are now treat- 
ed, for, whenever we do anything useful, we 
must pay a heavy fine in the form of a tax 
for doing it. We may be quite certain that 
he will no longer keep it idle, for that would 
be a luxury too expensive even for a million- 
aire. He will improve it at once, or give it to 
some one who will. 

Now, if my fellow-workmen cannot under- 
stand that this tax on land would create an 
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immediate demand for labor, and bring back 
the golden pioneer days when wages were 
high and bosses bidding against each other 
for the workmen, I can only answer, ''There 
are none so blind as those who won't see.'' 

This is the remedy which the Tax Reform- 
ers propose for stagnation in trade, depression 
in wages and scarcity of work. It will benefit 
all classes of workers in the same ratio. 

It will raise their wages, lower their rents 
and cheapen all the necessaries of life with- 
out reducing the profits of the producer. 

If you have a better plan to oflfer, convince 
us and we will adopt it. If you have no bet- 
ter plan to propose, then join the Tax Re- 
form League, start branches in every section 
of the state. At the next election pledge 
your representatives to enact a law throwing 
all taxation on land, and enjoy the benefits 
of the reform at once, instead of leaving them 
to future generations. 



